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WEEKLY FOCUS: Task Force Guardian


Task Force Guardian has been assigned the mission to repair and restore the New Orleans area hurricane protection system to its authorized level of protection by June 2006, the beginning of next year’s hurricane season.  





Task Force Guardian is made up of more than 130 engineers, scientists and support personnel.  With a very few exceptions, these team members are New Orleans District personnel who were themselves displaced by the hurricane.  They are working seven days a week to repair the levees, floodwalls, pump stations, and other structures that comprise the hurricane protection system in southeast Louisiana.  They are dedicated to their mission and determined to succeed. Here are some facts about the task force: 


Guardian personnel are assessing approximately 300 miles of hurricane protection, including 169 miles of damaged levees, floodwalls, and structures, as well as 34 pump stations.  It will take an estimated 3.1 million cubic yards of fill material just to repair the levee systems. 


This is being accomplished through emergency contract procurement, maximal use of small businesses and local contractors, close coordination with stakeholders, concurrent construction, and designated project managers for each of the five reconstruction areas in New Orleans and the surrounding parishes.  


To date, 37 contracts have been awarded with an estimated value of $317 million.  More than 91 percent of awarded contracts have gone to Louisiana businesses, helping boost an economy devastated by the hurricane.


Contractors, under the supervision of New Orleans District personnel, have begun repairs to levees and floodwalls on most of the 50+ projects in the area.


Levee systems have been brought up to an interim level of 10 feet throughout the hurricane protection system to protect New Orleans and surrounding parishes during the rainy season, which began 1 December.





Other progress includes:


A 455-foot breach occurred at the 17th Street Canal on the Orleans East Bank during Katrina and an emergency berm was constructed to close the breach.  A temporary sheet pile wall has now been constructed in the canal to prevent seepage into the surrounding neighborhood while permanent repairs are made at the site.  The sheet pile is 65 feet long and has been driven to an elevation of 51 feet below mean sea level and 14 feet above.  In addition, 18,000 tons of rip rap have been placed in the canal to prevent scour and to support the floodwalls on either side of the canal.  A total of 34,000 tons will be required to complete the project.


At the Industrial Canal in the Lower 9th Ward, contractors have demolished approximately 480 linear feet of an estimated 2,700 linear feet of I-wall and have begun cutting and removing sections of the failed sheet pilings near the northern breach area.


Last month, Guardian personnel pulled several sheet piles at the 17th Street Canal breach and found that they all met design specifications.


At the Industrial Canal in the Benefit Street area, approximately 450 feet out of 1,328 feet of I-wall has been demolished.


In Plaquemines Parish, crews from the New Orleans and Memphis Districts have completed levee repairs on a 10-mile stretch of levee from Fort Jackson to Venice.











Please forward comments or suggested topics to Public Affairs at

(202) 761-1801, e-mail Dana.W.Cruikshank@HQ02.usace.army.mil
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