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Weekly Focus: Water Resources Development Act (WRDA) Talking Points and Background Information:





Last week, there was wide media coverage of the Senate’s passage of the Water Resources Development Act (WRDA). The Corps does not comment on pending or proposed legislation, however, the following talking points and background facts are useful when asked about WRDA and its impact on the Corps:





WRDA legislation provides congressional vision, guidance and intent to the Corps on how critical water resources issues in the nation will be addressed.





While we cannot comment on the provisions in the current versions of WRDA to change Corps’ processes, it is important to note that the Corps has aggressively moved forward the past couple of years to implement several changes similar to those proposed in the draft legislation. Those changes include:


A strong independent review program is in place that complies with the peer review bulletin issued by the Executive Office of the President, and formal guidance has been provided to all levels of the Corps on when and how peer review is to be conducted.


The commitment of significant resources to improving the planning and training of Corps project planners.  Planning guidance emphasizes projects that benefit both the environment and the economy, and collaboration with the full array of stakeholders on project development.


The continued commitment to the holistic management of the nation's water resources and ongoing efforts to conduct projects and studies with a watershed perspective.





The Corps executes its missions at the direction of the President and Congress, and will fully implement changes to that mission that are directed by the President and Congress in any future legislation.





Background


WRDA is key congressional legislation that serves as the "baseline" for the Corps' Civil Works program. WRDA is generally expected to be passed by Congress every two years, but last passed in 2000. 





WRDA is a comprehensive legislative package that provides for the conservation and development of water and related resources. It authorizes the Secretary of the Army, through the Chief of Engineers, to conduct studies and to construct projects and research the various activities that lead to improvements of rivers and harbors of the United States. 





The Congress uses the WRDA process as an opportunity to address and try to find solutions for critical national water resources issues.





WRDA is strictly an authorizing document; it does not include funding. The funding of WRDA-authorized studies and projects is accomplished separately as part of the annual appropriations process. 





Previous versions of WRDA authorized a number of projects that have not received congressional appropriations in subsequent years. Senate statements in the current debate place the “backlog” of those projects at $58 billion.





Both the House and Senate versions of WRDA contain provisions for process changes in the conduct of the Corps’ Civil Works program. These changes, generally categorized as “Corps reform” proposals, have been major points of disagreement within Congress in recent years when attempts to pass WRDA have failed.





The Congress continues to work on possible passage of a WRDA in this session. The House of Representatives Committee on Transportation reported their version of the legislation to the full House on June 24, 2005, where it passed by a vote of 406-14 on July 14, 2005 as H.R. 2864. The Senate version passed the Senate Committee on Environment and Public Works on April 26, 2005, and began debate before the full Senate as S.728 on July 18, 2006. It passed by voice vote on July 19.





The Senate and House will now go to conference to try to resolve the differences in the two versions of the legislation. If an agreed upon version is reached in conference, the conferenced version returns to the Senate and House for a final vote before going to the President to be signed into law.

















Please forward comments or suggested topics to Public Affairs at

(202) 761-1801, e-mail Dana.W.Cruikshank@HQ02.usace.army.mil

http://www.hq.usace.army.mil/cepa/corpspoints/corpspoints.htm


