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A weekly compendium of facts and talking points to help leaders tell the Corps story.                        





Snapshot of GRD and Iraq Reconstruction – By the Numbers�


As of Jan. 2, 2006


Total Iraq projects: +3,628�Projects started: 3,137 - valued at $5B�Projects Ongoing: 1,126 - valued at $2.9B�Projects completed: 2,011 - valued at $2.19B �(all figures reflect IRRF, CERP, DFI & MNSTC-I projects)


For more information about the Gulf Region Division, please go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.grd.usace.army.mil/" ��http://www.grd.usace.army.mil/�, or contact � HYPERLINK "mailto:Luanne.fantasia@tac01.usace.army.mil" ��Luanne.fantasia@tac01.usace.army.mil� at Division HQ in Baghdad, Iraq.









































WEEKLY FOCUS – Gulf Region Division and Iraqi Reconstruction





As recent elections and other political developments have shown, the situation in Iraq is evolving as the United States and its coalition partners continue to transfer more capabilities, knowledge and projects to the Iraqi government. USACE’s Gulf Region Division (GRD) is no exception to this trend. Through projects large and small, GRD is partnering with over 170,000 Iraqi citizens employed by the Iraq Reconstruction Program to rebuild the country’s infrastructure, support the emergence of democracy and establish the foundation for a strong economy.


Here are some important points about GRD’s mission:





The Gulf Region Division provides quality, responsive, full-spectrum engineering services in Iraq in support of military and civil construction and actively assists the Iraqi government to assume full responsibility for national reconstruction.


The U.S reconstruction effort in Iraq is the largest reconstruction assistance program for a single country in the history of the world. Projects include construction and non-construction projects such as machinery, equipment, materials, training and supplies.


The American investment in Iraq is yielding tangible results. Despite 25 years of neglect and a costly insurgency, the country’s infrastructure is bouncing back and U.S. assistance projects are having a real impact on the lives of every Iraqi citizen.


Still, after years of neglect under Saddam, reconstruction will take time and considerable resources. U.S. funds are only a part of the effort, which will continue with Iraq’s own human and capital resources and the support of other donor nations and the private sector.


The future of Iraq is in the hands of the Iraqi people. Iraqis are now taking the lead in the planning and implementation of reconstructions efforts because it’s their future. They have the responsibility and capacity to make it work.


The insurgency attacks the basic needs of the Iraqi people. Their strategy is to spread fear, resentment and despair by attacking infrastructure, such as electricity and water systems. 


Millions of Iraqis, however, defy the insurgents every day by putting their lives on the line to work on building a new nation. They are Iraq’s heroes, and GRD will continue to support them in every way possible.














Please forward comments or suggested topics to Public Affairs at

(202) 761-1801, e-mail Dana.W.Cruikshank@HQ02.usace.army.mil

http://www.hq.usace.army.mil/cepa/corpspoints/corpspoints.htm


