SUBJ: ALARACT 226/2006

THIS MESSAGE HAS BEEN SENT BY THE PENTAGON TELECOMMUNICATIONS CENTER ON BEHALF OF DA WASHINGTON DC//DAMI-PO//

SUBJ: DEFENSE LANGUAGE PROFICIENCY TEST (DLPT) 5 IMPLEMENTATION GUIDANCE 

1. REFERENCE:  AR 611-6, ARMY LINGUIST MANAGEMENT, 16 FEB 96.

2. ON 1 JAN 07, THE WEB-BASED DLPT WILL BECOME THE TEST OF RECORD FOR ALL LOWER RANGE LANGUAGES FOR WHICH IT IS AVAILABLE, AND THE PAPER AND PENCIL DLPTS OR DEFENSE LANGUAGE READING PROFICIENCY TEST (DLRPT) FOR THOSE LANGUAGES WILL BE DISCONTINUED.  THE ARMY HAS MADE GREAT STRIDES TO GET OUR TEST SITES CORRECTLY CONFIGURED AND COMPLIANT TO ADMINISTER THE DLPT5; IT IS IMPORTANT THAT WE CONTINUE THIS EFFORT.

HOWEVER, BECAUSE THE TRAINING BASE HAS ACKNOWLEDGED CHALLENGES INHERENT IN TRAINING SOLDIERS TO ACHIEVE QUALIFYING PROFICIENCY LEVELS AS MEASURED BY THE DLPT5, IT IS CRITICAL THAT PROFESSIONAL LINGUIST SOLDIERS ESTABLISH A CURRENT SCORE BASED ON PREVIOUS DLPT VERSIONS TO SERVE AS A BASELINE FOR SUBSEQUENT DLPT5 TESTING.

3. THEREFORE UNTIL 31 DEC 06, TEST SITES ARE AUTHORIZED TO ADMINISTER THE PAPER AND PENCIL VERSIONS OF THE DLPT OR DLRPT INSTEAD OF THE DLPT5 TO SOLDIERS WHO MEET EITHER CONDITION LISTED BELOW FOR THE FOLLOWING LANGUAGES:  DLPT-I ALBANIAN, DLPT-IV ARABIC-MODERN STANDARD, DLPT-IV CHINESE-MANDARIN, DLPT-IV GREEK, DLRPT HINDI, DLPT-IV RUSSIAN, AND DLPT-IV SPANISH.  THESE SOLDIERS MAY STILL TAKE THE DLPT5 INSTEAD IF THEY CHOOSE TO.

    A. SOLDIERS DESIGNATED TO BE OR WHO ARE IN A LANGUAGE DEPENDENT MOS (AS DEFINED BY MILPER MESSAGE NUMBER 06-233) WITH ONE OF THE LANGUAGES LISTED ABOVE DESIGNATED AS THEIR CONTROL/PRIMARY LANGUAGE.

     B. SOLDIERS ASSIGNED TO A LANGUAGE CODED BILLET IN ONE OF THE LANGUAGES LISTED ABOVE.

4. ADDITIONALLY, SOLDIERS WHO MEET THE ABOVE CONDITIONS AND HAVE ALREADY TAKEN THE DLPT5 IN ONE OF THE LANGUAGES LISTED IN PARAGRAPH 3, ARE AUTHORIZED TO RETEST ON THE DLPT-I, DLPT-IV, OR DLRPT FOR THOSE LANGUAGES WITHIN SIX MONTHS OF THE DLPT5 TEST DATE WITH AN EXCEPTION TO POLICY FROM ARMY PERSONNEL TESTING IF THEIR DLPT5 SCORE WAS LOWER THAN THEIR PREVIOUS DLPT OR DLRPT SCORE.

5. SOLDIERS WHO DO NOT MEET EITHER CONDITION ABOVE WILL TAKE THE DLPT5 FOR THOSE LANGUAGES FOR WHICH IT IS AVAILABLE, IF AT A LOCATION CONFIGURED TO ADMINISTER THE DLPT5.

6. TEST SITES CONFIGURED TO ADMINISTER THE DLPT5 WILL ADMINISTER THE FOLLOWING LANGUAGES SOLELY USING THE DLPT5: ARABIC-IRAQI (LISTENING ONLY), KOREAN, PASHTO, PERSIAN-AFGHAN (DARI), AND URDU.  THESE LANGUAGES HAD NO EXISTING PAPER AND PENCIL DLPT OR WERE SIMPLY TRANSFERS FROM PAPER AND PENCIL TO WEB-BASED.

7. TEST SITES NOT YET CONFIGURED TO ADMINISTER THE DLPT5 WILL CONTINUE TO ADMINISTER THE PAPER AND PENCIL VERSIONS FOR THOSE LANGUAGES FOR WHICH THE DLPT5 HAS BEEN ISSUED UNTIL 31 DEC 06.  AFTER THAT DATE, THEY WILL ONLY ADMINISTER PAPER AND PENCIL DLPTS IN LANGUAGES FOR WHICH THE DLPT5 IS NOT AVAILABLE.

8. POC FOR TESTING ISSUES IS CHRISTIAN BROCK, ARMY PERSONNEL TESTING DLPT5, 703-325-1936, DSN 221-1936, CHRISTIAN.BROCK@HOFFMAN.ARMY.MIL, AND FOR OVERALL LANGUAGE POLICY ISSUES IS MARK GETZIN, ARMY FOREIGN LANGUAGE TEAM, 703-695-13, DSN 225-13, MARK.GETZIN@US.ARMY.MIL.

9. EXPIRATION DATE CANNOT BE DETERMINED.
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