SUBJECT: ALARACT 147/2008

TEXT:

UNCLASSIFIED//

THIS MESSAGE HAS BEEN SENT BY THE PENTAGON TELECOMMUNICATIONS CENTER ON BEHALF OF CDRHRC OMPOC ALEXANDRIA VA

SUBJECT: Implementation of New Separation Program Designator (SPD) Codes for the Disability-Related Provisions of the National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) 2008 (Pub L. 110-181) and the Disability Evaluation System (DES) Pilot Program

REFERENCES:

A. NDAA 2008, Pub L. 110-181.

B. Office of the Under Secretary of Defense Memorandum, subject: Directive Type Memorandum (DTM) on implementing Disability-Related Provisions of the National Defense Authorization Act of 2008 (Pub L. 110-181), dated 13 March 2008.

C. Office of the Under Secretary of Defense Memorandum, subject: Policy and Procedural Directive-Type Memorandum (DTM) for the Disability Evaluation System (DES) Pilot Program, dated 21 November 2007.

D. AR 635-40, Physical Evaluation for Retention, Retirement, or Separation, dated 8 February 2006. 

E. AR 635-5-1, Separation Program Designator (SPD) Codes, dated 10 December 2007.

1. This ALARACT Message will expire May 2011. The changes will be incorporated into the appropriate regulation.

2. The purpose of this message is to implement new SPD codes for the disability-related provisions of the NDAA 2008 and the DES Pilot Program.

3. Department of Defense Memorandum, dated 13 March 2008, directed implementation of four new SPD codes pertaining to the rating of conditions and the calculation of disability severance pay. The four new SPD codes are as follow:

a. SPD code Narrative reason Regulatory authority 

JFI Disability, Severance Pay, AR 635-40, chap. 4 Combat Related JFO Disability, Severance Pay, AR 635-40, chap. 4 Non-Combat Related JEA Disability, Severance Pay, AR 635-40, chap. 4 Combat Related (Enhanced) JEB Disability, Severance Pay, AR 635-40, chap. 4 Non-combat (Enhanced)

b. SPD codes JFI and JFO will replace SPD code JFL. SPD codes JEA and JEB will replace JEL.

4. Department of Defense Memorandum, dated 21 November 2007, directed 16 new SPD codes for the implementation and management of the DES Pilot Program. The DES pilot will test and enhance processes designated to deliver faster, more consistent disability evaluations and compensation to wounded, ill, and injured service members and Veterans. The DES Pilot Program is projected to expire on 25 November 2008. However, there is expectation that the Pilot Program will continue and be expanded. Therefore, continue to use these SPD codes until directed otherwise.

5. The DES Pilot will initially process disability cases originating from Medical Evaluation Boards from Walter Reed. Over the course of one year, the DES pilot may be expanded to include other locations. Those locations will be notified by PDA at the appropriate time. The following are the 16 new SPD codes:

SPD code Narrative reason Regulatory authority

SEJ Disability, Permanent (Enhanced) AR 635-40, chap.4 VEJ Disability, Permanent (Enhanced) AR 635-40, chap.4 WEJ Disability, Permanent (Enhanced) AR 635-40, chap.4 SEK Disability, Temporary (Enhanced) AR 635-40, chap.4 VEK Disability, Temporary (Enhanced) AR 635-40, chap.4 WEK Disability, Temporary (Enhanced) AR 635-40, chap.4 JEL Disability, Severance Pay (Enhanced) AR 635-40, chap.4 JEE Disability, Existed prior to Service, AR 635-40, chap.4 PEB (Enhanced) KEE Disability, Existed prior to Service, AR 635-40, chap.4 PEB (Enhanced) JEN Disability, Existed prior to Service, AR 635-40, Chap.4 MED Board (Enhanced) KEN Disability, Existed prior to Service, AR 635-40, chap.4 MED Board (Enhanced) JEP Disability, Not in Line of Duty AR 635-40, chap.4

(Enhanced)

JEQ Disability, Aggravation (Enhanced) AR 635-40, chap.4 WEQ Disability, Aggravation (Enhanced) AR 635-40, chap.4 JER Disability, other (Enhanced) AR 635-40, chap.4 LER Disability, other (Enhanced) AR 635-40, chap.4

6. Physical Disability Agency (PDA) will control and manage these SPD codes and will direct through TRANSPROC when it is appropriate to use these codes. Questions concerning the usage of these codes for disability separations can be directed to PDA, Mr. Turban or Ms. Harmon at DSN 662-1902/3233, or commercial (202) 782-1902/3233. 

7. AR 635-5-1, Separation Program Designator (SPD) Codes will be updated to include the new SPD codes and the deletion of SPD codes JFL and JEL.

8. Point of contact is Ms. Ketly Ray at commercial (703) 325-4741, (DSN: 221), email: ketly.ray@us.army.mil. 

