SUBJECT: ALARACT 146/2008

TEXT:

UNCLASSIFIED//

THIS MESSAGE HAS BEEN SENT BY THE PENTAGON TELECOMMUNICATIONS CENTER ON BEHALF OF DA WASHINGTON DC//CDRHRC// 

SUBJ: IMPLEMENTING INSTRUCTIONS FOR DESIGNATING DEATH GRATUITY RECEIPIENTS ON THE DD FORM 93, RECORD OF EMERGENCY DATA 

A. DODI 1300.18, DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE (DOD) PERSONNEL CASUALTY MATTERS, POLICIES, AND PROCEDURES, 8 JANUARY 2008.

B. NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZATION ACT (NDAA) 2008, 28 JANUARY 2008. 

C. DUSD(P&R) MEMORANDUM, 19 FEB 08, SUBJ: IMPLEMENTATION OF DEATH GRATUITY DESIGNATION AND THE RECORD OF EMERGENCY DATA (DD FORM 93).

D. AR 600-8-1, ARMY CASUALTY PROGRAM, 30 APRIL 2007.

E. ALARACT MSG 026/2008, REVISED DD FORM 93, RECORD OF EMERGENCY DATA, JANUARY 2008.

F MILPER MSG 07-186, DEATH GRATUITY ENTITLEMENT, 25 JULY 2007.

SUBJECT: IMPLEMENTING INSTRUCTIONS FOR DESIGNATING DEATH GRATUITY RECIPIENTS ON THE DD FORM 93, RECORD OF EMERGENCY DATA, ON AND AFTER 1 JULY 2008

1. REFERENCE A REVISED THE DD FORM 93 TO REFLECT CHANGES IN SOLDIER OPTIONS FOR DESIGNATING BENEFICIARIES OF THE DEATH GRATUITY THAT WERE ENACTED IN REFERENCE B. REFERENCE C ESTABLISHED A 1 JULY 2008 EFFECTIVE DATE TO START IMPLEMENTING THE NEW BENEFICIARY DESIGNATION OPTIONS. REFERENCE D IS UNDERGOING REVISION TO REFLECT THESE AND OTHER CHANGES ENACTED IN REFERENCE B. REFERENCE E ANNOUNCED THE PENDING CHANGES TO DESIGNATION OF DEATH GRATUITY BENEFICIARIES AND ALERTED THE ARMY TO THE ANTICIPATED 1 JULY 2008 EFFECTIVE DATE FOR IMPLEMENTATION OF THOSE CHANGES, WHICH THIS MESSAGES CONFIRMS. REFERENCE F ANNOUNCED THE CURRENT POLICY, REVISED AFTER ISSUANCE OF REFERENCE D IN 2007, FOR DESIGNATING BENEFICIARIES FOR THE DEATH GRATUITY AND REMAINS IN EFFECT UNTIL 1 JULY 2008.

2. ON AND AFTER 1 JULY 2008, SOLDIERS MAY DESIGNATE FROM ONE TO TEN PERSONS TO RECEIVE ALL OR A PORTION OF THE $100,000 DEATH GRATUITY PAYMENT. SOLDIERS MUST DESIGNATE AMOUNTS PAYABLE IN 10% ($10,000) INCREMENTS. IF A SOLDIER FAILS, AT ANY TIME, TO MAKE A DESIGNATION OR DESIGNATES ONLY A PORTION OF THE AMOUNT PAYABLE, DFAS WILL PAY THE AMOUNT OF THE DEATH GRATUITY NOT COVERED BY A DESIGNATION AS FOLLOWS:

(A) TO THE SURVIVING SPOUSE OF THE SOLDIER, IF ANY;

(B) TO ANY SURVIVING CHILDREN;

(C) TO THE SURVIVING PARENTS OR THEIR SURVIVOR; OR

(D) IF NONE OF THE ABOVE EXIST, TO THE DULY APPOINTED EXECUTOR OR ADMINISTRATOR OF THE ESTATE, FOR DISTRIBUTION TO THE ESTATE, IF ANY.

3. REQUIREMENT FOR SPOUSAL NOTIFICATION.

A. EFFECTIVE 1 JULY 2008, REFERENCES B AND C REQUIRE THE ARMY TO NOTIFY THE SOLDIER'S SPOUSE IN WRITING WHENEVER A SOLDIER DESIGNATES A PERSON OTHER THAN THE SPOUSE TO RECEIVE ALL OR A PORTION OF THE $100,000. THEREFORE, IF A MARRIED SOLDIER DESIGNATES ANOTHER PERSON IN ADDITION TO OR IN PLACE OF THE SPOUSE ON OR AFTER 1 JULY 2008, BDE/SEPARATE BN S-1s AND MPDs WITH SOLDIER RECORDS RESPONSIBILITY WILL PREPARE AND SEND A LETTER TO THE CURRENT MAILING ADDRESS FOR THE SPOUSE, AS PROVIDED BY THE SOLDIER, INDICATING THAT SOLDIER HAS MADE A CHANGE IN HIS OR HER DEATH GRATUITY BENEFICIARY ELECTION. BDE/SEPARATE BN S-1s AND MPDs WITH SOLDIER RECORDS RESPONSIBILITY WILL VERIFY THE SOLDIER'S SPOUSAL AND DEPENDENT INFORMATION IN DEERS DURING DD FORM 93 UPDATES. 

B. COMMANDERS WHO HAVE SOLDIER RECORDS RESPONSIBILITY WILL ESTABLISH PROCEDURES TO ENSURE THAT THEIR S-1s AND MPDs ADHERE TO THE ABOVE REQUIREMENT EFFECTIVE 1 JULY 2008. DUE TO THE PENDING TRANSITION TO DIMHRS, HRC WILL NOT MODIFY EMILPO TO AUTOMATE THIS PROCESS. FURTHERMORE, DIMHRS WILL NOT HAVE AN AUTOMATED CAPABILITY FOR THIS REQUIREMENT UPON INITIAL CONVERSION TO THAT SYSTEM. 

C. HRC WILL PROVIDE BDE/SEPARATE BN S-1s AND MPDs WITH SOLDIER RECORDS RESPONSIBILITY THE FORMAT AND CONTENT FOR THE SPOUSAL NOTIFICATION LETTER BY SEPARATE MILPER MSG.

4. THE GUIDANCE OF REFERENCE F WILL REMAIN IN EFFECT UNTIL 1 JULY 2008. ANY DD FORM 93 DATED AND SIGNED PRIOR TO 1 JULY 2008 MUST COMPLY WITH REFERENCE F. DESIGNATIONS UNDER THE NEW DEATH GRATUITY BENEFICIARIES RULES IAW REFERENCE C PRIOR TO 1 JULY 2008 WILL BE INVALID. 

5. BDE/SEPARATE BN S-1s AND MPDs WITH SOLDIER RECORDS RESPONSIBILITY WILL CONTINUE TO USE EMILPO TO PREPARE AND UPDATE THE DD FORM 93 AT ALL LOCATIONS WHERE EMILPO IS AVAILABLE UNTIL THE ARMY TRANSITIONS TO DIMHRS. SOLDIERS WHO UPDATE THEIR DD FORM 93 ON EMILPO ON OR AFTER 1 JULY 2008 WILL CONTINUE TO USE THE PREVIOUS VERSION OF THE DD FORM 93, DATED AUGUST 1998. SOLDIERS MAY STILL DESIGNATE UP TO TEN BENEFICIARIES IN 10% ($10,000) INCREMENTS IN ITEM 9 ON THE AUGUST 1998 VERSION OF DD93. ITEM 9 WILL ACCOMMODATE UP TO TEN BENEFICIARY DESIGNATIONS. 

6. ONLY AT LOCATIONS WHERE EMILPO IS NOT AVAILABLE, ON AND AFTER 1 JULY 2008 SOLDIERS SHOULD USE THE NEW DD FORM 93, DATED JANUARY 2008, WHICH IS RESIDENT ON THE ARMY PUBLICATIONS WEBSITE. 

7. IN ALL CASES WHERE THE SOLDIER UPDATES A DD FORM 93 OUTSIDE OF EMILPO OR WHERE THE SOLDIER APPENDS A CONTINUATION ATTACHMENT FOR ITEM 13 OF THE DD FORM 93, BDE/SEPARATE BN S-1s AND MPDs WITH SOLDIER RECORDS RESPONSIBILITY MUST SUBMIT THE COMPLETED AND VERIFIED DD FORM 93, WITH ATTACHMENTS WHEN APPLICABLE, TO THE SOLDIER'S IPERMS ACCOUNT.

8. ON AND AFTER 1 JULY 2008, USE THE FOLLOWING MODIFIED INSTRUCTIONS TO COMPLETE THE AUGUST 1998/EMILPO VERSION OF THE DD FORM 93 TO ACCOMMODATE THE ABOVE STATUTORY CHANGES (NOTE: THE FOLLOWING REVISED INSTRUCTIONS APPLY TO SOLDIERS ONLY. DOD CIVILIANS SHOULD COMPLETE THE DD FORM 93 AS BEFORE.): 

A. ITEMS 1 THRU 8. NO CHANGE; HOWEVER, REMEMBER TO INCLUDE PHONE CONTACT INFORMATION FOR ANY NOK LISTED AS APPROPRIATE.

B. ITEM 9A. ENTER THE FIRST NAME(S), MIDDLE INITIAL(S), LAST NAME(S) AND RELATIONSHIP OF FROM ONE TO TEN INDIVIDUALS TO RECEIVE THE DEATH GRATUITY PAYMENT. DISREGARD THE NOTATION, "IF NO SURVIVING SPOUSE OR CHILD," WHICH WILL NO LONGER APPLY ON AND AFTER 1 JULY 2008. TO DESIGNATE A SPOUSE, A SOLDIER MUST ANNOTATE LINE 9A WITH SPOUSE'S NAME, ADDRESS AND TELEPHONE NUMBER. SEEK LEGAL ADVICE PRIOR TO NAMING A MINOR CHILD AS A BENEFICIARY. WHEN A MINOR CHILD IS A DESIGNATED BENEFICIARY WITH A COURT-APPOINTED LEGAL GUARDIAN FOR THE CHILD'S ESTATE (AS DISTINGUISHED FROM PHYSICAL CUSTODY), DFAS WILL REQUIRE A CERTIFIED COPY OF THIS APPOINTMENT ORDER FOR PAYMENT. 

C. ITEM 9B. ENTER BENEFICIARY'S(IES') FULL MAILING ADDRESS(ES) TO INCLUDE THE ZIP CODE(S) AND TELEPHONE NUMBER(S).

D. ITEM 9C. SHOW THE PERCENTAGE PAYABLE TO EACH DESIGNATED PERSON. PERCENTAGES MUST REFLECT 10% INCREMENTS. IF A SOLDIER DESIGNATES TWO OR MORE BENEFICIARIES, THE SUM OF THE SHARES MUST EQUAL 100 PERCENT. IF THE SOLDIER NAMES MORE THAN ONE BENEFICIARY WITHOUT ENTERING A PERCENTAGE SHARE FOR EACH BENEFICIARY, DFAS WILL MAKE PAYMENT IN EQUAL SHARES TO THE PERSONS NAMED. 

E. ITEMS 10A THRU C. NO CHANGE.

F. ITEM 11. NO LONGER APPLICABLE IAW REFERENCE A. 

G. ITEMS 12A AND B. NO CHANGE.

H. ITEM 13. CONTINUATION / REMARKS. NO CHANGE; HOWEVER, AS A REMINDER: SOLDIERS MUST ENTER THE NAME AND RELATIONSHIP OF THE PERSON AUTHORIZED TO DIRECT DISPOSITION (PADD) OF SOLDIER'S REMAINS IN THE EVENT OF DEATH. IAW REFERENCE A, SOLDIERS MAY ONLY NAME ONE OF THE FOLLOWING PERSONS AS A PADD: SURVIVING SPOUSE, A BLOOD RELATIVE OF LEGAL AGE, OR AN ADOPTIVE RELATIVE. IF NO ONE IN THESE THREE CATEGORIES EXISTS, THEN THE SOLDIER CAN NAME A PERSON STANDING IN LOCO PARENTIS. INCLUDE THE ADDRESS AND TELEPHONE NUMBER OF PADD. IN ADDITION TO MAKING PADD DESIGNATION, THIS BLOCK OFFERS THE GREATEST AMOUNT OF FLEXIBILITY FOR THE SOLDIER TO RECORD OTHER IMPORTANT INFORMATION CONSIDERED EXTREMELY USEFUL IN THE CASUALTY NOTIFICATION AND ASSISTANCE PROCESS SUCH AS NOK LANGUAGE BARRIERS; EXISTENCE AND LOCATION OF A WILL, MEDICAL ATTENDANT POWER OF ATTORNEY, OR ADDITIONAL PRIVATE INSURANCE POLICIES; OTHER FAMILY MEMBER CONTACT NUMBERS; ETC. IF ADDITIONAL SPACE IS REQUIRED, ATTACH A SUPPLEMENTAL SHEET OF STANDARD BOND PAPER WITH THE INFORMATION AND ENSURE THE DD FORM 93 WITH ATTACHMENT IS POSTED TO THE SOLDIER'S ACCOUNT ON IPERMS. THE ARMY HAS EXPANDED THE SPACE ALLOTTED IN ITEM 13 FROM 300 CHARACTERS TO 1000 CHARACTERS SO THERE IS NORMALLY ENOUGH SPACE FOR SOLDIERS TO PROVIDE THEIR WISHES.

I. ITEMS 14 THRU 17. NO CHANGE.

9. POCS.

A. POCS FOR THIS MESSAGE AT CASUALTY AND MORTUARY AFFAIRS OPERATIONS CENTER ARE LTC JODY LEVINSON AT (703) 325-5646 / JODY.LEVINSON@US.ARMY.MIL AND MR. KEVIN LOGAN AT (703) 325-8629 / LOGAN-KEVIN@US.ARMY.MIL.

B. POC FOR THIS MESSAGE AT HUMAN RESOURSE CONTACT CENTER DIVISION IS MS DEBRA FARLEY AT (703) 325-3790 / debra.farley@us.army.

10. EXPIRATION DATE CANNOT BE DETERMINED.

