UNCLASSIFIED//

THIS MESSAGE HAS BEEN SENT BY THE PENTAGON TELECOMMUNICATIONS CENTER ON BEHALF OF DA WASHINGTON DC//DAIM//

SUBJ:  ARMY VOLUNTEER WEEK MESSAGE, 2008

SA GEREN AND CSA CASEY SEND 

1.  THROUGHOUT THE ARMY, THOUSANDS OF SOLDIERS, DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY CIVILIANS, RETIREES, AND FAMILY MEMBERS VOLUNTARILY CONTRIBUTE TO IMPROVING OUR COMMUNITIES.  

NATIONAL VOLUNTEER WEEK, 27 APRIL - 03 MAY 2008, IS A TIME TO SAY THANK YOU TO THESE SPECIAL PEOPLE WHO EPITOMIZE THE 2008 NATIONAL VOLUNTEER WEEK THEME, "INSPIRE BY EXAMPLE."

2.  OUR ARMY IS ESPECIALLY INDEBTED TO OUR VOLUNTEERS FOR STEPPING FORWARD TO SERVE WHILE WE ARE A NATION AT WAR.  AS WE CONTINUE COMBAT OPERATIONS IN THE GLOBAL WAR ON TERRORISM, WE ARE ACUTELY AWARE THAT OUR VOLUNTEERS PLAY AN INCREASINGLY IMPORTANT ROLE IN MAINTAINING READINESS.  

3.  NOT ONLY DO THEY SERVE IN A MYRIAD OF COMMUNITY PROGRAMS, THEY DEVOTE COUNTLESS HOURS AT FAMILY ASSISTANCE CENTERS, IN FAMILY READINESS GROUPS, AND AT HOSPITALS SUPPORTING WOUNDED WARRIORS.  OUR VOLUNTEERS SUPPORT OUR DEPLOYED SOLDIERS AND CARE FOR FAMILIES OF THE FALLEN.  THROUGH THEIR SACRIFICES, COMMITMENT, AND SUPPORTIVE ACTIONS, OUR ARMY WILL CONTINUE TO PREVAIL.

4.  AS THE NATIONAL GUARD AND ARMY RESERVE BECOME AN OPERATIONAL RESERVE, THE ROLE OF THEIR VOLUNTEERS BECOMES EVEN GREATER.  THE EFFORTS OF THESE VOLUNTEERS ASSIST IN SUPPORTING AND STRENGTHENING FAMILIES OF GEOGRAPHICALLY DISPERSED COMMUNITIES.

5.  WE ASK YOU TO TAKE TIME EVERY DAY, BUT ESPECIALLY DURING NATIONAL VOLUNTEER WEEK, TO EXTEND YOUR GRATITUDE TO THESE QUIET HEROES FOR THEIR VITAL CONTRIBUTION AND SERVICE.  ARMY VOLUNTEERS ARE ARMY STRONG.

6.  EXPIRATION DATE:  01 APRIL 2009
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