SUBJECT: ALARACT 069/2008

TEXT:

UNCLASSIFIED//

THIS MESSAGE HAS BEEN TRANSMITTED BY THE PENTAGON TELECOMMUNICATIONS CENTER ON BEHALF OF CDRHRC OMPOC ALEXANDRIA VA.

SUBJ: REVISED FAMILY FUNERAL TRAVEL POLICY

UNCLASSIFIED//

A. AR 638-2, CARE AND DISPOSITION OF REMAINS AND DISPOSITION OF PERSONAL EFFECTS, 22 DECEMBER 2000.

B. NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZATION ACT (NDAA) 2008, 28 JANUARY 2008.

C. TITLE 37 UNITED STATES CODE (USC); SECTIONS 401B (2) AND 411F.

1. THE NDAA 2008 EXPANDED THE CATEGORIES OF FAMILY MEMBERS ELIGIBLE FOR FUNERAL TRAVEL AT ARMY EXPENSE. THE NEW CATEGORIES OF FAMILY MEMBERS AUTHORIZED TRAVEL WILL BE INCLUDED IN THE NEXT REVISION OF ARMY REGULATION 638-2, CARE AND DISPOSITION OF REMAINS AND DISPOSITION OF PERSONAL EFFECTS. UNTIL THE REVISED REGULATION IS PUBLISHED, THIS MESSAGE PROVIDES THE AUTHORITY TO ISSUE TRAVEL ORDERS TO THE NEWLY AUTHORIZED CATEGORIES OF FAMILY MEMBERS. 

2. THE FAMILY MEMBERS AUTHORIZED FUNERAL TRAVEL TO EITHER INDIVIDUAL OR GROUP FUNERAL SERVICES BY SECTION 411F, TITLE 37 USC, AS AMENDED BY THE NDAA 2008 ARE: 

A. SURVIVING SPOUSE; 

B. CHILDREN (INCLUDING STEPCHILDREN) OF THE DECEASED REGARDLESS OF AGE;

C. PARENTS (INCLUDING STEPPARENTS, OR PARENTS BY ADOPTION, OR ANY PERSON, INCLUDING A FORMER STEPPARENT WHO HAS STOOD IN LOCO PARENTIS TO THE SOLDIER AT ANY TIME FOR A CONTINUOUS PERIOD OF AT LEAST 5 YEARS BEFORE THE SOLDIER BECAME 21 YEARS OF AGE) (SEE PARAGRAPH 3);

D. SIBLINGS OF THE DECEASED (INCLUDING HALF BROTHERS AND HALF SISTERS, STEP BROTHERS AND STEP SISTERS, AND ADOPTIVE BROTHERS AND SISTERS) REGARDLESS OF AGE;

E. THE PERSON AUTHORIZED TO DIRECT DISPOSITION (PADD); OR, IN THE CASE OF A GROUP BURIAL, THE PERSON WHO WOULD HAVE BEEN THE PADD; OR, IN THE CASE WHERE THE REMAINS ARE DETERMINED TO BE NON-RECOVERABLE, THE PERSON WHO WOULD HAVE BEEN THE PADD;

F. TWO OTHER CLOSE RELATIVES OF THE DECEASED SELECTED BY THE PADD WHEN THERE IS NO SURVIVING SPOUSE, PARENTS, CHILDREN, OR SIBLINGS OF THE DECEASED; 

G. REMARRIED WIDOWS.

3. TITLE 37 USC, SECTION 411F, NOW LIMITS THE PARENTS' AUTHORIZED FUNERAL TRAVEL TO ONLY THOSE PERSONS PRESCRIBED IN TITLE 37 USC, SECTION 401B (2).

4. FUNERAL TRAVEL ALSO INCLUDES TRAVEL TO THE PADD'S SPONSORED MEMORIAL SERVICE WHEN THE SOLDIER'S REMAINS HAVE BEEN DETERMINED TO BE NON-RECOVERABLE. 

5. ARMY FUNDS CANNOT BE USED TO PROVIDE FAMILY MEMBER TRAVEL TO MEMORIAL SERVICES SPONSORED BY THE UNIT OR OTHER MILITARY AND PRIVATE ORGANIZATIONS. 

6. POC FOR THIS MESSAGE AT CASUALTY AND MORTUARY AFFAIRS OPERATIONS CENTER IS MR. HAROLD W. CAMPBELL AT (703) 325-7576/ HAROLD.W.CAMPBELL@CONUS.ARMY.MIL.

7. EXPIRATION DATE CANNOT BE DETERMINED.

. 

