 SUBJECT: ALARACT 026/2008

TEXT:

UNCLASSIFIED//

THIS MESSAGE HAS BEEN SENT BY THE PENTAGON TELECOMMUNICATIONS CENTER ON BEHALF OF DA WASHINGTON DC//CDRHRC//

SUBJECT: REVISED DD FORM 93, RECORD OF EMERGENCY DATA, JANUARY 2008

A. DODI 1300.18, DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE (DOD) PERSONNEL CASUALTY MATTERS, POLICIES, AND PROCEDURES, 8 JANUARY 2008.

B. AR 600-8-1, ARMY CASUALTY PROGRAM, 30 APRIL 2007.

C. MILPER MSG 07-186, DEATH GRATUITY ENTITLEMENT, 25 JULY 2007.

D. NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZATION ACT (NDAA) 2008, 28 JANUARY 2008.

1. REFERENCE A PUBLISHED A REVISION TO THE DD FORM 93 OF CHANGES IN SOLDIER OPTIONS FOR DESIGNATING BENEFICIARIES FOR THE DEATH GRATUITY THAT WERE INCLUDED IN REFERENCE D. HOWEVER, REFERENCE A ALLOWS THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE LEEWAY IN ESTABLISHING AN EFFECTIVE DATE, UP TO 1 JULY 2008, TO IMPLEMENT THESE NEW PROVISIONS. ALTHOUGH OSD HAS PUBLISHED A REVISED VERSION OF DD FORM 93, THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE HAS NOT YET ESTABLISHED AN EFFECTIVE DATE FOR IMPLEMENTING THE BENEFICIARY DESIGNATION OPTIONS THAT ARE REFLECTED ON THE NEW DD FORM 93 

2. THEREFORE, UNTIL THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE ESTABLISHES AN EFFECTIVE DATE FOR THOSE NEW PROVISIONS, SOLDIERS AND HR PERSONNEL SHOULD CONTINUE TO USE THE PREVIOUS VERSION OF THE DD FORM 93, WHICH IS RESIDENT ON E-MILPO, WHEN UPDATING THE RECORD OF EMERGENCY DATA AND MAKING BENEFICIARY DESIGNATIONS FOR THE DEATH GRATUITY. ALSO, SOLDIERS MUST CONTINUE TO FOLLOW THE BENEFICIARY DESIGNATION OPTIONS PUBLISHED IN REFERENCE C: SOLDIERS MAY DESIGNATE ONE BENEFICIARY TO RECEIVE UP TO 50 PERCENT OF THE $100,000 DEATH GRATUITY ENTITLEMENT. THIS ONE PERSON MAY BE SOMEONE NOT LISTED UNDER TITLE 10, U.S. CODE SECTION 1477(A). SOLDIERS MAY ELECT TO DESIGNATE, IN 10 PERCENT INCREMENTS, UP TO THE MAXIMUM 50 PERCENT. THE UNDESIGNATED PORTION OF THE DEATH GRATUITY WILL BE PAID TO THE SOLDIER'S LIVING SURVIVORS IN THE ORDER OF PRECEDENCE ESTABLISHED IN TITLE 10, SECTION 1477.

3. ONCE THE OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE (OSD) HAS PUBLISHED DOD IMPLEMENTING GUIDANCE FOR REFERENCE D, THE CASUALTY AND MORTUARY AFFAIRS OPERATIONS CENTER WILL DISSEMINATE ARMY GUIDANCE VIA ALARACT MESSAGE. THE ANTICIPATED EFFECTIVE DATE FOR THE NEW DEATH GRATUITY BENEFICIARY DESIGNATION OPTIONS AND IMPLEMENTATION OF NEW DD FORM 93 PROCEDURES IS 1 JULY 2008. THESE CHANGES WILL BE INCORPORATED INTO THE NEXT REVISION OF REFERENCE B.

4. POCS FOR THIS MESSAGE AT CASUALTY AND MORTUARY AFFAIRS OPERATIONS CENTER ARE LTC JODY LEVINSON AT (703) 325-5646 / JODY.LEVINSON@US.ARMY.MIL OR MR. KEVIN LOGAN AT (703) 325- 8629 / LOGAN-KEVIN@US.ARMY.MIL. 

5. EXPIRATION DATE CANNOT BE DETERMINED.

