[image: image1.jpg]As one of the last remaining mechanized Dvisional Combat Engineer Battalions

in the Army, the oth Engineer Battalion, based out of Schweinfurt, Germany,
received orders to deploy to Traq in support of Operation Tragi Freedom. The Gila
battalion, commanded by LTC Glen A.
Masset, along with CSM Engene Turpin,
- A% -~ prepared for their upcoming deployment
e YN through extensive gunneries and a full

scale Mission Readiness Exercise conducted at Hohenfels, Germany. - As part of the 2 BCT, 1st
Infantry Division, the Dagger Brigade’s four cornerstones of success: Fighting, Fixing, Faith, and
Family served as the foundation for the Gila's deployment preparations. 1t is through these areas of
emphasis that the 9th Engineer Battalion has vebuilt itself, and again stands ready to take its place
on the front line of the Global war on Terror.

Even though the battalion arrived in Kuwait fully trained, the Gila Battalion took advantage of additional training opportunities in order

to meet the challenges of a constantly changing enemy. The battalion trained on the latest Tactics, Techniques, and Procedures (TTPs) for

fighting insurgents, defeating tmprovised Explosive Devices (1EDs), and working
with Iraqi Security Forces. During this preparation, all Soldiers confirmed that
their weapons operated correctly, veceived training intended to improve their ability
to minimize the effects of IEDs, conducted additional training on Unmanned Aerial
Vehicles (UAV) employment, desert land navigation, working with interpreters and
interrogators, and live-fire traffic control point operations. Additionally, some
Soldiers were able to get veal world training in explosive ordinance destruction by
working with an EOD team to destroy unexploded ovdinance found near base. All of
these training exercises further improved the sharp skills and ability of the Gilas to

conduct its mission.

As 1 Mechanized Engineer Battalion, the Gila Soldiers vely greatly wpon their assigned vehicles and equipment to accomplish each
assigned mission. Upon arvival to Kuwait, every member of the Battalion was involved in veceiving, reassembling, or repairing their equip-
ment after it arrived.  As the Gila's quickly learned when they received their equipment,
maintenance i the desert demands strict discipline and attention to detail. While all
vehicles and MILVANS made it safely to Kuwait, there proved to be much work to be
done in order to bring all equipment to fully mission capable status. Among the greatest : &0/
challenges facing Gilas were maintaining the cleanliness of their air filters, hydvaulic
cylinders, rubber gaskets, and monitoring fuid levels in all of their vehicles. Soldiers
spent countless hours i the hot Kuwaiti sun turning wrenches, performing PMCS on
their gear and vehicles, reinstalling communication equipment, conducting commo checks, BEES &

and Iubing their vehicles as a step in the fight against the ever-present sand and dust.
addition to the MTOE equipment normal in an Engineer Battalion, the Gilas received additional Theater provided Equipment during their

stay in Kuwait.




[image: image2.jpg]As a dual-capable battalion performing classic mechanized engineer missions as well as motorized infantry tasks, 9E fielded a fleet of new
M1114s and M1151s. These brand new vehicles came outfitted with the latest in communications equipment, electronic counter-warfare equip-
ment nicknamed “the Duke,” wpgraded armor, and vehicle-mternal communications systems. 1n addition to the new HMMWYVs, the Battalion's
M113s also received a much needed face-lift. m113s were outfitted with additional side and belly armor, and RPG cages were installed around
all sides of the tracks in order to hely defeat the threat posed by insurgents fiving RPGs in the MOUT environment. - Although this new

equipment required A massive surge

by all Soldiers to quickly become
proficient with their new equipment,
all Soldiers agreed that the new

Ry

equipment will prove invaluable on
the battlefield. The culmination of
the maintenance program here in Kung
which will conduct platoon services on a normal schedule throughout our dey oyment
Maintainiing an ever-present focus on “FIXING” ensures the Gila Battalion always has

Although the deployment has taken us away from our family and loved ones, the 9 Family Readiness Groups (FRG) and
Rear-Detachment have gone above and byond the expectations to keep our Soldiers informed on the going-ons in the Schweinfurt community.
From FRG meetings to keep spouses informed of the latest news from downrange, BBQs, and funfilled events for kids, to helying spouses in
Germany deal with persomnel issues, family emergencies, and simply cope with deployment stress, the Pioneers of D/9E continue to hely our
families make our deployment as comfortable as possible. Through drumbeats detailing the exploits of the battalion for loved ones on the
homefront, newsletters, emails, letters, phone calls, and packages that move from Germany to Kuwait in less than five days, the Gilas manage to
Mail call has already established itself as one of the highlights of the daily routine here in Kuwait, and is looked forward to by all.

Finally, through our faith, the Gilas are coping with the stresses that come with a combat deployment. Demanding work schedules, austere
environments, the pressures of combat, and separation from loved ones are all stressors that test the faith of the 9E Soldiers on a daily basis.
Through daily thoughts and encouraging words, the Unit Ministry Team helps Solﬂhers make it through the day. Wlth ten worshly services,
and more than eight Bible study groups or other faith-based activities, the S
Soldiers have plenty of faith-based events to hely them not just survive the
deployment but to grow spiritually. tn addition to spiritual faith, our Soldiers
have adopted and gained faith i their military leaders; an acceptance that they
are well led, and can count on the abilities of their leaders when required.

As we contine training on engineer, maneuver, and Contemporary Operating
enviromment (COE) skills, the Gilas of the great 9th Engincer Battalion prondly =~
stand ready to move onward, assume their assigned missions of deliberate route ’
clearance utilizing Buffalos, RG-31s, Meerkats, and Cougars as well as

managing all civil Military Operations being conducted throughout the Brigade 9%
Sector. Providing assured mobility and vevitalizing the local Tragi economy and infrastructure will consume the Gilas for the wpcoming year;
we will abways honorably fulfill any and all tasks given to the Soldiers of the battalion.

First fo Cross!!!




