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“Earth to Sky”

Battalion History

The 844" Engineer Combat Battalion was constituted on July 15, 1942 in the Army of the United
States as the 844™ Engineer Battalion (Aviation). It was activated on October 1, 1942 at March Field,
California and saw service during the Second World War during the European-African-Middle Eastern
Theater and was inactivated November 20, 1945 in Europe. The 844™ Engineer Battalion was allotted to
the organized Reserves and assigned to Third Army on September 28, 1948 and activated with
Headquarters at Memphis, Tennessee on September 30, 1948.

The Battalion was formally re-designated as the 844" Engineer Battalion (Heavy Construction) on
January 31, 1957. The Battalion was assigned to XVIlIith Airborne Corps, 20" Engineer Brigade, Saudi
Arabia on January 24, 1991 and later attached to the 24 Infantry Division, 6™ French Light Armored
Brigade and 194™ Armored Brigade for Operation Desert Storm earning Campaign Credit for the Defense
of Saudi Arabia and later the Liberation of Kuwait. The Battalion was mobilized for Operation Iraqi
Freedom on October 21, 2004 and deployed to Kuwait on December 18, 2004, returning on December
18, 2005 at Knoxville, Tennessee.

The unit converted under the Engineer Transformation to modularity on September 16, 2008, then
was mobilized and re-designated Task Force 844 on April 16, 2009 in support of the Operation Iraqi
Freedom 09-11.
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Task Force 844 delivers bill of materials to various locations across Iraq
for the construction of living quarters for U.S Soldiers.

Currently, Task Force 844, an Army Reserve unit, headquartered in Knoxville, Tennessee, is mobilized
and based in Baghdad, Irag. The battalion is composed of eight diverse units, which total above 900
Soldiers and Airmen from across 38 states within the United States. As the Theater Engineer
Construction Battalion, the 844th contains invaluable skill sets, such as plumbing, carpentry, electrical,
transportation operations, heavy equipment operation, and surveying. The Battalion has constructed
well over 150 projects across 12 of the 18 provinces of Iraq since their arrival in theater in June of 2009.

Task Force 844 is also heavily involved in partnering with the new Iragi Army. Elements of the
battalion have worked alongside two Iragi Army Regiments; Headquarters, Field Engineer Regiment
(FER), Taji, Iraq and 8" Field Engineer Regiment (FER), Diwaniyah, Iraq. Soldiers from Task Force 844
have trained the Regiments in medical sustainment, engineering project management, construction, and
maintenance in accordance with Army standards. Together we have built everything from force
protection structures like Entry Control Points to search booths to support the Iragi elections.

Under the command of LTC Adam S. Roth and CSM Robert J. Sims; Task Force 844 has also worked
directly with the Provincial Reconstruction Teams for a number of southern-based provinces and
provided technical expertise as the local governments created better conditions for the Iraqi populace.
Working with our Air-Force partners in the Facility Engineering Team (FET) 14, we have helped construct
water treatment facilities, schools, courthouses, improved road networks, and electrical installation of
wiring at various locations around Iraqg. Other projects include creating a market place in Al Qasim City
with 27 vendor booths.

Task Force 844 continues to make a difference every day, building our legacy one project at a time,
while assisting our Iraqgi Partners toward independence and a free and fair elections. As our third
deployment to this region, it has most assuredly been our most rewarding, while honoring those Sky
Soldiers who have served on previous deployments setting conditions for what we have been able to
accomplish.
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Task Force 844 soldiers lay down concrete for the construction
of a structure in Iraq.

Constructing a Ribbon Bridge over a vast waterway, Task Force 844 demonstrates multi-functional capability as
a construction asset.
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A field is graded and surveyed for the purpose of construction.
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A vertical construction team completes a pyramid- shaped roof top.

A 20-ton dump truck is loaded during horizontal construction in preparation to fill Hescoes and reinforce perimeter security at
Forward Operating Base Delta.
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The following units comprise Task Force 844; Headquarters Company, Knoxville, TN., Forward Support Company, Knoxville, TN.,
321" Survey and Design Detachment, Knoxville, TN., 401* Multiple -Role Bridge Company, Oklahoma City, OK. , 180" Engineer
Company (Horizontal), Powhatan, VA., 808" Engineer Company (Vertical), Houston, TX. , 961% Engineer Company (Horizontal),
Sharonville, OH. , 858" Engineer Company (Horizontal), Calhoun City, MS., 732nd Expeditionary Civil Engineering Squadron (14th
Facility Engineer Team), Ahmed Al Jaber Air Base, KW. , 70" Engineer Company (Topographical), Schofield Barracks, HI.

Our Iraqgi Army partnership regiments are proudly displayed as well in front of our Battalion Headquarters to show our
commitment to their success as these T-walls, much like our Sky Soldiers, work shoulder-to-shoulder to accomplish the mission.

“Earth to Sky!”



