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	COMMANDER
LTC Carol L. Anderson
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	MISSION:
46th Engineer Combat battalion provides general engineering and security support in support of 9th Naval Construction Regiment and I Marine Expeditionary Force throughout Multi National Forces - West area of responsibility from NOV 2005 – until complete in order to facilitate Iraqi Security Forces and Iraqi Police transition to Regional Control in Al Anbar.

 MOTTO:

Pervinco Vincere Vici Victum
“To Achieve”

	COMMAND SERGEANT MAJOR
CSM Frank C. Thibodeau
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	Steel Spike Battalion Web Site

	Unclassified

	MESSAGE FROM SPIKE 6 AND SPIKE 7

To the Friends and Families of the Steel Spike Battalion - Greetings from Iraq!  On behalf of all the Soldiers of the 46th Engineer Combat Battalion (Heavy), we want to thank you for your continued prayers and support.  We feel your love over the miles.  As you await the long awaited reunions, we want you to rest assured that the Soldiers of this outstanding organization are making you proud.  We are driving the spike all over the Al Anbar Province and beyond, in such places as Ramadi, Taqaddam, Trebil, Rawah, Al Qaim, Al Asaad, Balad, on the Syrian border, and many other no named places in between.  Our hard work and toil will be forged in history forever.  We have successfully completed over 100 missions and projects and saved the United States well over $20 million.  Our accomplishments come with a price - sacrifice.  Not just in the sweat we’ve contributed, but in the blood of our Soldiers wounded and killed in action.  Their blood will stain the Iraqi roads to freedom indefinitely.  Please take a moment to recognize SGT Rowe, CPL Anderson, SGT Pernell, and SGT Laird and others before them that made the ultimate sacrifice.  Don’t fret because we persevere!  We know the importance of our work and we understand freedom doesn’t come in a day.  We’re the luckiest people on earth – we get to rub elbows with members of the world’s most honored profession on a daily basis – Soldiers.  Gentlemen, Ladies – we are in the presence of greatness – heroes.  Thank you for what you do.  See you soon!

LTC Carol Anderson

CSM Francis Thibodeau

CONSTRUCTION IN IRAQ
The 46th Engineer Combat Battalion is currently serving in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom with the I Marine Expeditionary Force and 9th Naval Construction Regiment.  The battalion continues to support both horizontal and vertical construction missions that are allowing Iraqi forces to live, train and operate.  The battalion is currently supporting base camp improvements and new base construction throughout the Anbar Province in order to assist in the transition of authority back to the Iraqi people.  Though the days are long and conditions austere, the battalion is helping to mold the future of Iraq with pride and distinction one swing of the hammer and yard of soil at a time.
IRAQI SECURITY FORCE AND POLICE CAMPS:
The 46th Engineer Combat Battalion has worked on numerous Iraqi Security force Iraqi Security Force and Iraqi Police camps across Al Anbar province.  The construction gives the Iraqi Security Force and Iraqi Police a safe and secure location in which to live, train, and prepare for future operations.  They are provided with the same comforts other coalition forces enjoy such as showers, flush toilets, and dining facilities that make sustained operations tolerable.
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COMBAT OUTPOSTS:
The Combat Outposts that the 46th Engineer Combat Battalion has constructed allow coalition forces to occupy the “front lines” of the war on terror.  These smaller sites manned by US, Iraqi Security Force, and Iraqi Police enable forces to secure key areas and put them in a position to work closely with the civilian population.  They also offer a secure base to operate from for shorter periods of time.
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ROAD CONSTRUCTION:
The 46th Engineer Combat Battalion has been called upon to carve new roads that allow coalition forces freedom to move across western Iraq.  Operations in Al Anbar province stretch across vast areas and require personnel and equipment to get from here to there.  When there isn’t a way or its rough going the 46th has answered the call and worked overtime to ensure the coalition can get there.  The 46th Engineer Combat Battalion has also built smaller roads when forces need to get some where safer or quicker than existing roads can carry them.   
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View of new Road in the western desert Constructed by the 913th EN CO 
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ROUTE REPAIR: 
Enemy action and the effects of the environment take their toll on the routes used by coalition forces.  The 46th Engineer Combat Battalion has taken great strides to repair these routes.  Whether it is a patch in a blast crater or replacing entire sections of road washed out by wind and rain, the 46th Engineer Combat Battalion has ensured that the troubled spots get attention.
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Typical blast damage repaired by 46th ECB 
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WATERWAY MOBILITY:
The coalition is supporting the security of Iraq on the land and water.  When boats needed a way to get in and out of the water, the 46th Engineer Combat Battalion has been there.  Boat ramps allow coalition forces to gain access to bodies of water where no easy way exists.  
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CONVOY SECURITY TEAMS
The Convoy Security Teams with the 46th Engineer Combat Battalion (H) continue to provide critical support to the I Marine Expeditionary Force, 9th Naval Construction Regiment, and 46th Engineer Combat Battalion (H) throughout western Iraq.  The Convoy Security Teams provide escort to personnel and equipment movements, resupply operations, and other logistic and administrative movements.  Our Soldiers are setting the example of professionalism and excellence and making a profound impact on operations on a daily basis.  Their perseverance in the toughest of circumstances, outside our typical realm of expertise, lives up to the highest ideals of the Battalion’s motto, “To Achieve.”
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Convoy Security Team on Mission



	Unclassified

	46th Engineer Combat Battalion (Heavy) in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom 05-07 consists of the following:

HSC, Fort Polk, LA

A Co, Fort Polk, LA

B Co, Fort Rucker, AL

913th Engineer Company (CSE), TN NG

For assignment information to the best kept secret in the Army, the 46th Engineer Combat Battalion and JRTC-Fort Polk, contact the Battalion Adjutant, Commercial: 913-531-6354 or DSN: 312-863-8368


Completed guard tower from Rear








Soldiers filling sandbags at COP Falcon





An IRAQI SECURITY FORCE Camp Constructed by A Company





Iraqi Police Station under construction





Putting a Patrol Boat in the water





An equipment operator constructs a boat ramp





Access road constructed by Bravo Company in Ramadi
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HSC Concrete Module prepared for a route repair mission
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