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	COMMANDER
LTC Carol L. Anderson
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	MISSION:
On order, the 46th Engineer Battalion deploys, with or without equipment, to conduct mobility, survivability and sustainment engineering operations.

MOTTO:

Pervinco Vincere Vici Victum
“To Achieve”

	COMMAND SERGEANT MAJOR
CSM Frank C. Thibodeau
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	TRANSITION OF AUTHORITY
On 27 November 2005, the 46th Engineer Combat Battalion, commanded by Lieutenant Colonel Carol Anderson assumed authority from the 983d Engineer Combat Battalion, commanded by Colonel Kevin McLinn.
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CURRENT OPERATIONS (Unclassified)
The 46th ECB is currently serving in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom with the II Marine Expeditionary Force and a Naval Construction Regiment.  The battalion is executing both horizontal and vertical construction missions that are preparing areas for Iraqi forces to live, train and operate.  The battalion is building base camps throughout the Anbar Province thus preparing the way for our ultimate transition of authority back to the Iraqi people.  In addition to construction, the battalion has formed several tactical movement teams who are providing convoy security for logistic patrols throughout our area of operation.  This is not a typical mission for an Engineer Combat Battalion, but it is high adventure!
UNIT HISTORY
The 46th Engineer Battalion has a long and proud history.  It was constituted 7 December 1917 as the Engineer Railway Maintenance-of-Way Battalion and organized at Camp Sheridan, Alabama in the spring of 1918.  The battalion deployed and served in France until the end of WWI.
The battalion served proudly in the Pacific theater during WWII, where it participated in the campaigns of the East Indies, Papua, New Guinea, Leyete, and Luzon, as a result of the engagements the unit was awarded the Presidential Unit Citation, two Meritorious Unit Commendations, and the Philippine Presidential Unit Citation.

During the Vietnam War, the battalion was once again called into action.  The unit was engaged in fourteen campaigns including counteroffensive phases 1 through 7, and the Tet 69 counteroffensive.  The unit was awarded two Meritorious Unit Commendations and the Vietnamese Civil Action Honor Medal.  The battalion served in Vietnam from 27 September 1965 to 1 November 1971.

The battalion was stationed at Fort Rucker upon their return from Vietnam in November of 1971.  It was deployed to Southwest Asia and participated in Operations Desert Shield and Desert Storm earning a Meritorious Unit Commendation for their conspicuous service. After returning to Fort Rucker, the unit continued its support for the installation and surrounding community while completing intense construction missions in Central America and Columbia in support of Fuertos Caminos exercises. 

The battalion relocated to Fort Polk on 15 September 1995 with Bravo Company remaining at Fort Rucker.  The battalion completed two deployments in 1995 in support of the United Nations Mission in Haiti and Operation Bright Star in Egypt, and deployed as a battalion task force to Nicaragua in response to a Hurricane Mitch disaster relief from December 1998 to February 1999.   From May to September of 2000 the battalion again deployed to Haiti with Joint Task Force Justienein in support of Operation New Horizons 2000.  

From 2000 to 2002 the battalion participated in numerous stateside deployments in support of Joint Task Force 6 and the 412th Engineer Command to:  Douglas, Arizona; San Diego, California; Brackettville, Texas; Fort Monmouth, New Jersey; and Alaska.

Bravo Company deployed to Kuwait in support of Operation Desert Spring from March – Dec 2002, and Charlie Company deployed to Kuwait in November 2002 in support of operations Enduring Freedom.  Headquarters Support Company, Alpha Company, Bravo Company, and the 814th Multi-Role Bridge Company met Charlie Company in February 2003 in support of Operation Enduring Freedom and continued to serve under the command of the 416th ENCOM in Operation Iraqi Freedom until their return in July 2003.  The 814th Multi-Role Bridge Company served with the 3rd Infantry Division at the beginning of Operation Iraqi Freedom and continued to serve with the 4th Infantry Division, 130th Engineer Brigade, and multiple other commands in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom until their return to Fort Polk in March 2004.  
The 46th is once again deployed to Iraq in support if OIF and the unit is working with our Seabee comrades.  The 46th ECB is engaged in constructing Iraqi base camps in order to support the establishment of an Iraqi operational and tactical presence in the western desert and assist in meeting the strategic goal of disengagement.

	

	For assignment information to the best kept secret in the Army, the 46th Engineer Combat Battalion and JRTC-Fort Polk, contact the Battalion Adjutant, Commercial: 913-531-6354 or DSN: 312-863-8368
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