By Heather Graham

Sentinel Living Editor

The 36th Engineer Brigade headquarters uncased their colors here Wednesday. Approximately 120 Soldiers representing the 36th Engr. Bde. moved to Fort Hood from Fort Benning, Ga., as part of the Army’s new modularity strategy.
As the first of only four engineer brigades that will transform under modularity, the “Rugged Seahorse” engineers of the 36th Engr. Bde., are on the forefront of the Army’s rebasing strategy.  
With this move, the brigade will have the capability of planning and directing the execution of engineer missions conducted by three to five mission-tailored subordinate engineer battalions to provide mobility in support of force application, focused logistics or protection at the corps and division level, said. Col. Rick Stevens, commander, 36th Engr. Bde.

“Bringing the 36th here is just a part of modularity becoming a force provider in the Army,” Stevens said.

The brigade will be composed of various engineer battalions from Fort Hood and other installations to better serve the needs to today’s Army.

Typically, 500-600 Soldiers make up an engineering battalion. Based on the needs of the mission and the function of the engineers themselves, combat effects and construction engineer teams can be assembled and deployed to fit specific mission requirements.
The 36th Engr. Bde. will have the combat effects capabilities for route security, improvised explosive device clearing and mobility, as well as capabilities for horizontal and vertical construction battalions within the brigade. These teams can be assembled and deployed to suit the mission requirements. 

“We provide additional resources and can tailor these modules of capabilities to units,” Command Sgt. Maj. Frank Busch, command Sergeant major, 36th Engr. Bde, said. “We can tailor a force to achieve desired capabilities.”
In this new alignment, the 20th Engineer Battalion and the 62nd Engr. Bn., both currently assigned to Fort Hood, will be aligned with the 36th Engr. Bde. The 16th Engr. Bn. will move from Germany to Fort Hood, giving the brigade three battalions at Fort Hood.

As many as four additional Engineer Battalions, assigned to other installations may be aligned with the 36th Engr. Bde. over the course of the next few years pending FORSCOM approval, according to Stevens. The brigade will have training and resource oversight of these battalions.
“This realignment of engineer forces will facilitate and improve engineer training and readiness, leverage senior engineer tactical commander for training, oversight and mentorship and align force structure with the current engineer transformation initiatives,” Stevens added.

 The 36th Engr. Bn. enjoys a rich and proud history of service and participation in nearly every major conflict.
Stevens came to Fort Hood from Baghdad, where he served as the deputy commander of the Gulf Region Division, United States Army Corps of Engineers. Busch stood up the 20th Engr. Bn. here earlier this year and served as the battalion’s command sergeant major.

The commanders are looking forward to the changes.

“We are so proud to be a part of the Fort Hood team because of the (post’s) great reputation in the Army,” Stevens said. “It’s exciting to be part of something new and to be able to make a difference.”

	
[image: image6.jpg]



	
[image: image2]

	
[image: image3]


[image: image1][image: image4.jpg]


[image: image5.jpg]


