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	Commander/OIC
LTC Andrew W. Backus
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	Mission:  On order, deploy worldwide to provide prime electrical power and electrical systems expertise in support of military operations and the National Response Plan.

	CSM/NCOIC
CSM Andrew J. McKenna
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	Current Operations ( Unclassified)
The primary mission of the 249th Engineer Battalion (PP) is support to the warfighter and support to the National Response Plan (NRP).  In an effort to meet both of these needs, the 249th Engineer Battalion (PP) has continuously had some element deployed since September 11th, 2001.  Recent and current deployments to support the warfighter include: Operation Iraqi Freedom (OIF), Operation Enduring Freedom (OEF), and major exercises such as Bright Star (Egypt), Ulchi Focus Lens (UFL) (Republic of Korea), and Cobra Gold (Thailand).

	
	
	

	The 249th Engineer Battalion (Prime Power) is a U.S. Army Corps of Engineers asset headquartered at Ft. Belvoir, VA. The Battalion generates and distributes medium-voltage electrical power in support of warfighting, disaster relief, and stability and support operations as well as provides advice and technical assistance in all aspects of electrical power and distribution systems.  It also maintains Army power generation and distribution war reserves.
The battalion consists of a Headquarters and Headquarters Company, a Heavy Maintenance Platoon, two Prime Power line companies (A & B), and the Prime Power School.  The Prime Power School trains Prime Power Production Specialist (MOS 21P) through a rigorous, year-long program including courses in math, physics, engineering, and power plant operations and maintenance.  Each line company has a company headquarters and six (four active, two reserve) geographically dispersed, highly skilled platoons comprised of a warrant officer and fifteen NCOs.  The platoons deploy in support of U. S. Army, DOD and federal agencies world wide and are capable of setting up, operating and repairing complete medium-voltage power generation and distribution systems.
The battalion also manages the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers Prime Power War Reserve Program.  The War Reserve Program maintains an inventory of prime utility power generation, and distribution equipment to support military contingency plans. During peacetime, these assets are deployed to support high-priority electrical power requirements for the Army, DOD and other federal agencies.  The War Reserve Program is self-sustaining and managed on a reimbursable basis from annual fees for each generator and per-engine hour charge. Prime Power Specialists from the Battalion can install the equipment and train operators.
A Company, 249th Engineer Battalion(-), consisting of a company headquarters and two prime power platoons, is located at Ft. Lewis, WA.  The Company's remaining two active component platoons are located at Schofield Barracks, Hawaii, and Camp Humphreys, South Korea.  One of Company A’s reserve component platoons is located in Seattle, Washington and the other in Attleboro, Massachusetts.  The Company's wartime mission is to support the 412th ENCOM.  B Company, 249th Engineer Battalion(-), consisting of a company headquarters and three prime power platoons, is located at Ft. Bragg, NC.  The Company's active platoon is located at Tompkins Barracks, Germany.  One of Company B’s reserve component platoons is located in Kittaning, Pennsylvania and the other in Attleboro, Massachusetts.  The Company's wartime mission is to support the 416th ENCOM.
Each platoon has the capability to produce approximately 3 megawatts of power at 4160 volts. The newly fielded individual generator size is 840 kilowatts (kW).  Each platoon can also produce 500 kilowatts of power at 120/208 volts. The 840 kW generators that produce 4160 volts require transformers to convert the voltage to a user level (120/208/277/480 volts).  The Battalion has limited 1600 kilovoltampere (kva) mobile substation assets and smaller transformer banks ranging from 225 kva to 150 kva.  The Battalion also maintains a limited amount of 5 to 15 kv cable to set up a medium voltage distribution system using the Battalion's organic transformers.
The Battalion offers a variety of services including: electrical power requirement assessment, power production; transformer inspection and test analysis; maintenance and repair of power plants, substations, and government owned or managed transmission and distribution systems-, circuit breaker and relay maintenance; infrared surveys, medium-voltage electrical contractor oversight, and training for personnel to operate and maintain prime power distribution and generation equipment.
For mission support or information, contact S3 (OPERATIONS) at Fort Belvoir, Commercial: 703-805-2469 or 703-805-2562, DSN: 655-2469 or 655-2562, FAX: 703-805-2608

	
	
	

	The U.S. Army Prime Power School is located at Fort Belvoir, Virginia.  The year long Prime Power Production Specialist Training Course trains Active and Reserve Army soldiers and Navy Seabees.  Upon graduation, Army personnel are awarded MOS 21P20 and Navy personnel awarded NEC 5633.  The course is challenging, requiring a large amount of home study.

	
	
	

	The Prime Power War Reserve Program is operated under the provisions of AR 700-128 Prime Power Program.  The Chief of Engineers has delegated this responsibility to the War Reserve Program Manager 249th Engineer Battalion (Prime Power).  The program utilizes War Reserve assets to satisfy critical Prime Power requirement for Department of the Army, and other Department of Defense organizations.
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