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Construction project tests Soldiers’ skills
By 1st Lt. Joshua Hollman

Co. B, 46th ECB (H), 926th Eng. Bde., MND-B

CAMP LIBERTY, Iraq – The 46th Engineer Combat Battalion (Heavy), attached to 926th Engineer Brigade, Multi-National Division – Baghdad, with its familiar steel railroad spike crest and battle call to “Drive the Spike!,” continued its legacy by rapidly improving infrastructure in the combat environment upon arrival at Camp Liberty, Iraq.  The 46th ECB (H) team includes four companies of Soldiers stationed in Louisiana, Alabama and Missouri.   

As 2nd Platoon, Company B’s forward element arrived in early June, Sgt. 1st Class Vernon Alcorn, platoon sergeant, and a native of Weiser, Idaho, immediately contacted leaders from 3rd Platoon, 851st Vertical Engineer Company to begin the relief–in-place/transfer-of-authority process. 
“We will do less telling and more showing by working right along with the unit that we are replacing,” said Staff Sgt. Ryan Peltier, of St. Amant, La., a squad leader with Company B, speaking of the RIP/TOA.

With the arrival of the platoon leader and the rest of the platoon, the project was officially turned over and 2nd Platoon began conducting construction operations literally as they set foot on the ground in the Baghdad area.

The building project, conceived by outgoing platoon leader, was intended to replace inadequate supply facilities in the battalion area of operations. However, with expanded vision and intent by the incoming battalion commander Lt. Col. Matthew Zajac to “use environmentally controlled space for Soldiers rather than just materials,” the building’s floor plan was modified to increase its capacity to support operations. 
The construction project served as a convenient RIP/TOA project to give the outgoing and incoming platoons a chance to share lessons learned and carry the momentum and experience of combat veterans to the newly arrived unit. 
Overall, 2nd Platoon experienced both external delays and internal quality setbacks. In the end, however, they overcame and succeeded in erecting a quality building while safely executing all tasks. After just three weeks, the 5,760 square foot frame building, which will house more than a dozen company and battalion functions, stands ready for final connection to the base’s power grid.
“The challenges of working with incomplete plans and bill of materials, inconsistent foreign materials and inspection reports and an unlevel surface has, at times, frustrated our Soldiers,” says Alcorn. “But the difficult conditions highlighted for Soldiers the importance of details and discipline and the nature of construction in a rapidly changing environment in which available building materials often must be modified to meet the intent of the plans. My non-commissioned officer team and I look forward to building on this experience with projects throughout the Baghdad area.”

The conditions and changes challenged the Soldiers both mentally and physically. With this building complete, the Soldiers of 2nd Platoon prepare for their next missions for there is no shortage of work for engineers in Baghdad. Their families back home can be proud, knowing they are improving the quality of life for Soldiers across the theater of operations.
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Raising the roof.

CAMP LIBERTY, Iraq – Spc. Jason Rhodes of Mentone, Calif., assists Pvt. Troy Emerson from Bradley, Maine, as he places a guide for the roof trusses during night construction on July 5 at Camp Liberty, Iraq. Both Soldiers serve with Company B, 46th Engineer Combat Battalion (Heavy), attached to the 926th Engineer Brigade, Multi-National Division – Baghdad.
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Night construction.

CAMP LIBERTY, Iraq - Sgt. Andrew Bennett, a native of Eldridge, Ala., operates a crane to lift the building’s trusses, while Staff Sgt. Ryan Peltier ground guides on July 5 at Camp Liberty, Iraq. Both Soldiers serve with the earth movers platoon of the 46th Engineer Combat Battalion (Heavy), attached to the 926th Engineer Brigade, Multi-National Division – Baghdad.
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Roof construction.
CAMP LIBERTY, Iraq – Staff Sgt. Ryan Peltier (right), project site foreman, instructs Pfc. Samuel Voss of Minneapolis, Minn., on the proper screw-spacing for roofing tin during night construction July 7, at Camp Liberty, Iraq. Both Soldiers serve with the earth movers platoon 46th Engineer Combat Battalion (Heavy), attached to the 926th Engineer Brigade, Multi-National Division – Baghdad. 
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Ready for inspection.
CAMP LIBERTY, Iraq - The finished product awaiting final inspection and “punch list,” July 8. The consolidated supply and office building now stands ready to support a wide array of company and battalion logistical functions. Soldiers with the 46th Engineer Combat Battalion (Heavy), attached to the 926th Engineer Brigade, Multi-National Division – Baghdad, constructed the building as part of their transition into theater.
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