USAREUR Engineers come together to celebrate ‘Freedom’s Expeditionary Engineer Force’…
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      In a scene that recalled the glory of engineers past and present, US Army, Europe Engineers gathered at the Heidelberg Castle for the 2005 Engineer Ball.  The Ball, hosted by COL Frank Kislan, was attended by members, family and friends of the Engineer Regiment from across the US European Command footprint.  COL Kislan is the Society of American Military Engineers Heidelberg Chapter President and USAREUR’s Deputy Chief of Staff, Engineer.
These Engineers took time out from deployment training, redeployment recovery and busy daily operations to reflect on the Corps’ successes and to remember those 146 members of the Engineer Regiment who have given the ultimate sacrifice supporting the Global War on Terrorism.  
The evening was highlighted by the guest speaker, Major General David Valcourt, Acting Deputy Commanding General for USAREUR. MG Valcourt delivered the message for the Chief of Engineers, LTG Carl Strock, who was diverted to oversee the US Army Corps of Engineers support to the Federal Emergency Management Agency in the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina. 
MG Valcourt – former Commanding General of the US Army Field Artillery Center at Fort Sill – thanked the ‘Soldiers of the dirt’ (Sappers) and other engineers for all their efforts.  “You have been a tremendous force in the war on terrorism.    All U.S. Army Europe-based engineer units have deployed at least once… some have deployed twice… and others are preparing to deploy in the near future.  The war is succeeding because of you.”
The evening culminated with the ‘lighting of the Castle’ and fireworks display organized by the City of Heidelberg.  
CSM Wizenreid presents Col (Ret) Carl Baswell (a SAME member for 62 years) with a US Army Corps of Engineers CSM coin at the 2005 USAREUR Engineer Ball.








