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	COMMANDER
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LTC Paul E. Owen
	MISSION:

On order, the 11th Engineer Battalion deploys, receives and integrates attached units, provides assured mobility and force protection for mobile, combined arms, full spectrum operations.
MOTTO:

 Jungle Cats, Forward!
	COMMAND SERGEANT MAJOR
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CSM Terry Purdin

	

	

	

	CURRENT OPERATIONS (Unclassified)

· 11th Engineer Battalion officially activated on 16 January 2007 at Fort Benning.  HHC and FSC are in the process of integrating personnel and equipment.  The training focus through 2nd QTR FY07 is on individual training.  Scheduled events include Jungle Cat Warrior Tasks and Drills training week and Individual weapons qualifications.  
· The 63rd Engineer Company (CSE) returned from deployment in support of OIF in November 2006.  The have begun the RESET process and are also preparing for their next deployment.

· The 362nd Engineer Company (MRB) is currently deployed in support of OIF.  

	

	TRANSFORMATION – ROAD AHEAD:
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     With two engineer companies fully activated and in the fight (63rd CSE, 362nd MRBC) the 11th Engineer Battalion activation process is speeding ahead quickly.  HHC and FSC are establishing the basic operational and sustainment processes required to support units that are fully integrated into the ARFORGEN cycle.  36th Engineer Brigade provides training and readiness oversight for the 11th Engineer Battalion while Fort Benning Garrison Command provides Title 10/ADCON support.  In October 2010, the 11th Engineer Battalion will expand to include the 60th Engineer Company (VERT), 793rd Engineer Company (HORZ), the 153rd Engineer Team (CONCRETE) and the 52nd Engineer Team (Survey & Design). 

	

	HISTORY:
       The 11th Engineer Battalion's history begins in 1917 with the activation of the 11th Engineer Regiment (Railway). It was one of the three regiments activated to maintain railroads in northern France in support of the American deployment and the overall war effort. The 11th landed in France on August 1917 -- the first American unit to enter the European theater. 

       In 1920, at the close of World War I, the Regiment was reactivated in the Panama Canal Zone as the 11th Engineer Regiment (Combat). For the next 23 years, the 11th conducted numerous engineer missions over rugged terrain and through dense jungle. It was in Panama that the 11th adopted for its crest the Panama Black Panther and assumed the nickname "Jungle Cats." 
       During World War II, the 11th cleared minefields, repaired roads, built and repaired bridges, and conducted demolition missions. When hostilities ended they stayed in Europe carrying out reconstruction projects until the unit was deactivated in November 1946. 

       The 11th was reactivated in Japan in March 1950, where it constructed training areas for Infantry Divisions headed into the Korean Theater. During the war, the battalion fought alongside U.N. Forces as infantry and supported the 24th Infantry Division in its crossing of the Naktong River. The Battalion stayed in Korea until 1971, assisting in the reconstruction and defense of South Korea. 

       In May of 1971, the Battalion was reactivated at Ft. Belvoir, Virginia and in 1979 it was reorganized as a combat heavy battalion to provide troop construction support to the Engineer Center. It was inactivated in January 1990 when the Engineer Center was moved to Ft. Leonard Wood, MO. In January 1992 the 11th Engineer Battalion (Combat) was reactivated at Ft. Stewart, GA and assigned to the Engineer Brigade of the 24th Infantry Division (Mechanized).

       The "Jungle Cats" deployed to Operation Iraqi Freedom in 2003 and crossed the border into Iraq on March 20, as part of the 3d Infantry Division, 1st Brigade "Raiders." The Raiders stormed into Iraq and through the Karbala Gap, engaging enemy forces along the way. On April 2nd, 2003, the Raiders, supported by Air Force ordnance and Army artillery, were pitched into the battle for Saddam International Airport. After two days of fighting, during which many Iraqi troops were killed and captured, the buildings in and around the compound were secured. It was during this combat that SFC Paul Ray Smith was awarded the Medal of Honor for his courageous actions that saved the lives of his Soldiers at the cost of his own.  Baghdad fell a few days later to Coalition forces led by the 3d Infantry Division. 
       On March 15, 2004, the 11th Engineer Battalion was inactivated at Fort Stewart, GA.  January 16th, 2007 marks the official reactivation of the 11th Engineer Battalion at Fort Benning, Georgia.  

LINEAGE:
· Constituted 19 March 1917 in the Enlisted Reserve Corps as the 1st Reserve Engineers

· Organized 6 April-26 May 1917 at New York, New York

· Ordered into active military service by companies 22 May-2 June 1917 at Fort Totten, New York

· Withdrawn 9 June 1917 from allotment to the Enlisted Reserve Corps and allotted to the National Army; concurrently redesignated as the 1st Engineers

· Redesignated 13 July 1917 as the 11th Engineers

· Demobilized 6 May 1919 at Camp Upton, New York

· Reconstituted 4 November 1920 and expanded to form the 363d Engineers in the Organized Reserves (hereafter separate lineage) and the 11th Engineers in the Regular Army

· 11th Engineers activated 20 November 1920 in the Panama Canal Zone

· Assigned 2 June 1921 to the Panama Canal Division

· Relieved 15 April 1932 from assignment to the Panama Canal Division

· Reorganized and redesignated 1 April 1943 as the 11th Engineer Battalion

· Reorganized and redesignated 23 September 1943 as the 11th Engineer Combat Battalion

· Inactivated 30 November 1946 in Austria

· Activated 15 March 1950 in Japan

· Reorganized and redesignated 15 March 1954 as the 11th Engineer Battalion

· Inactivated 15 August 1989 at Fort Belvoir, Virginia

· Assigned 17 July 1992 to the 24th Infantry Division and activated at Fort Stewart, Georgia

· Relieved 15 February 1996 from assignment to the 24th Infantry Division and assigned to the 3d Infantry Division

· Inactivated 15 March 2004 at Fort Stewart, Georgia, and relieved from assignment to the 3d Infantry Division

· 11th Engineer Battalion, Headquarters and Headquarters Company and Forward Support Company activated 16 January 2007 at Fort Benning, Georgia as part of the 36th Engineer Brigade.  
CAMPAIGN PARTICIPATION CREDIT:
World War I

Cambrai

St. Mihiel 

Meuse-Argonne

World War II 

American Theater, Streamer  without inscription

Rhineland

Ardennes-Alsace

Central Europe

Korean War
UN Defensive

UN Offensive

CCF Intervention

First UN Counteroffensive

CCF Spring Offensive

UN Summer-Fall Offensive

Second Korean Winter

Korea, Summer-Fall 1952

Third Korean Winter

Korea, Summer 1953

War on Terrorism
Campaigns to be determined

UNIT AWARDS:
· Presidential Unit Citation (Army), Streamer embroidered IRAQ 2003

· Meritorious Unit Commendation (Army), Streamer embroidered KOREA 1950-1951

· Meritorious Unit Commendation (Army), Streamer embroidered KOREA 1953-1954

· Army Superior Unit Award, Streamer embroidered 1994

· Army Superior Unit Award, Streamer embroidered 2001
LINKS OF INTEREST:

Medal of Honor Citation – SFC Paul Ray Smith:  http://www.army.mil/medalofhonor/smith/battlescape/index.html

	


