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New Orleans Times-Picayune: Street-level flooding is more likely
Closing gates for tropical storm would be culprit
 
By Mark Waller
Heavy rain from a tropical storm could fill more streets with water this year than residents were used to seeing before Hurricane Katrina, according to new government projections. 
The Army Corps of Engineers has drawn up maps showing parts of Gentilly, Lakeview and Uptown that can expect rainwater accumulation this hurricane season even if they did not typically flood in previous tropical storms. Closing the floodgates under construction at the 17th Street, London Avenue and Orleans Avenue canals in advance of a tropical system is what would trigger the extra flooding from rain. 
Miami Herald: Panthers may leave imprint on tracts
Federal agencies have stepped up scrutiny as South Miami-Dade County development expands into the territory of the endangered Florida panther.
BY ELYSA BATISTA AND CURTIS MORGAN
The Florida panther remains the rarest of creatures in South Miami-Dade County, but it stands to have growing impact on development chewing into the wild lands adjacent to the Everglades.
The cat, thought to have all but vanished east of U.S. 1 until a young female was killed in February on Card Sound Road, already has held up some projects, including a public school in Homestead.
Seattle Times: Officials, landowner banking on wetlands idea 
By Christopher Schwarzen, Times Snohomish County Bureau
Farmland outside Monroe is being turned into wetlands and salmon habitat, with the payoff to come gradually as developers in the area buy wetlands "credits" to make up for the impacts of their construction projects.
Academy Holdings, which owns about 260 acres along the Skykomish River not far from the Monroe Correctional Complex, is working with local, state and federal environmental officials to create a "wetlands bank," one of six such banks now part of a state pilot program.
Associated Press: Kite tubing ban extends to Missouri lakes

LITTLE ROCK, ARK.
The Army Corps of Engineers is a banning kite tubing, a new extreme water sport, on its lakes in Arkansas and Missouri.

Kite tubing has caused at least two deaths on lakes in Texas and Wisconsin, the corps said.

A kite tube is an inflatable platform towed by a boat. As speed increases, the entire tube is lifted into the air like a kite with the rider on top. The tubes often overturn or throw the rider, according to the corps.

Washington Times: The Money Trail: Rebuilding Iraq
Inspector General Stresses Iraq Spending Accountability

By Rowan Scarborough, The Washington Times
Stuart W. Bowen Jr. was only out of government work for eight months when he decided he wanted back in, a decision that has made him one of the most important bureaucrats in the war to democratize Iraq.
Ensconced at a well-paying lawyer's job at powerhouse Patton Boggs, Mr. Bowen telephoned the White House personnel director in late 2003 with a simple message: 

For Situational Awareness
Washington Post: Problems Plague Army Weapons-Burning
By Juliet Eilperin, Washington Post Staff Writer
In 1987, the Army estimated it would cost $2 billion to dispose of the 27,768 metric tons of chemical weapons in its stockpile.
Today, the price has mushroomed to $28 billion, and the military is about a third of the way through the job. An array of problems -- including technical challenges and protests from community activists concerned about the impact of burning the weapons -- has dogged the progress. In May, officials announced the Army will be unable to destroy all the weapons by 2012 -- which would be a five-year extension to the current deadline.
"We underestimated the job, the complexity of the job and this high-hazard environment we have to operate in," said Michael A. Parker, director of the Army's Chemical Materials Agency.
New Orleans Times-Picayune: Corps report ignores call for specifics
Details of Category 5 protections left out
 
By Mark Schleifstein, Staff writer 

The Army Corps of Engineers, which was directed by Congress to prepare a report on how to protect Louisiana from a Category 5 hurricane, is poised to issue a vaguely-worded document that will not list the specific projects that would be needed to secure the state's fragile coastline. 
The report was to be issued Friday, but the corps postponed action until July 10 after several heated exchanges with representatives of Gov. Kathleen Blanco who say the Bush administration has inappropriately removed a list of specific projects that corps engineers had included in the document's initial draft. 

Sacramento Bee: Will we ever learn?
By Stuart Leavenworth -- Bee Associate Editor
With no rain in sight and temperatures topping 100 degrees, few people in Sacramento are thinking now about floods. And that's part of the problem. 

Flooding becomes urgent and very real following catastrophes such as Hurricane Katrina, but then the memories fade. Seasons change. Wet periods turn dry. Politicians and the media find fresh issues to exploit. Conditions that led to the flood disaster seem less urgent. 

Mobile Register: Lawmakers resist efforts for changes at corps 
By SEAN REILLY, Washington Bureau
WASHINGTON -- To the average citizen, changing the way a federal agency spends its upkeep money might seem like a humdrum topic. But when the agency in question is the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Congress snaps to attention. 
That's because a shift proposed by the Bush administration could strip lawmakers of their power to direct hundreds of millions of operations-and-maintenance, or O&M, dollars to locks, dams and waterways around the country. 
New York Times Editorial: Protecting All Waters 
Senator James Inhofe, a conservative Republican from Oklahoma, and Senator Lincoln Chaffee, a liberal Republican from Rhode Island, are at opposite ends of the earth on environmental issues. But both found themselves equally mystified by the recent Supreme Court decision on the Clean Water Act. The decision did nothing to clarify which waters were protected under the act and which were not. 
Chicago Tribune Editorial: The Army Corps' mea culpa
The Army Corps of Engineers did something refreshing awhile back. It took the blame, head on, for the failure of New Orleans' floodwalls and levees to protect against Hurricane Katrina. The corps didn't parse words. It didn't attempt any fancy spin. It didn't throw smoke and glitter to explain away the catastrophe that killed hundreds and left a city shriveled.

It said, albeit in excruciatingly detailed and often opaque technical language, that the hurricane protection system was "a system in name only." The builders missed crucial clues. Here's one: The city was sinking a lot faster than anyone expected, an inch a year in some places. They didn't listen when locals pointed out problems. And they said that the system wasn't built to handle a storm anywhere near the strength of Hurricane Katrina.

Iraq
New York Times: Iraq's Big Port Has Commerce, Crime — Even Camels 
By James Glanz
 UMM QASR, Iraq — In this Persian Gulf port, by far Iraq's largest and most important, the misshapen realities of life and commerce in Iraq mix with the refreshingly ordinary ones that govern much of the rest of the world.
New York Times: First Chapter -- 'House of War' 
By JAMES CARROLL
ONE WEEK IN 1943 
1. Hell's Bottom 
A year after the Al Qaeda attack, at a rededication ceremony on September 11, 2002, much was made of the post-9/11 repairs having been completed in a mere twelve months. No one seemed to know that the entire Building had been constructed from start to finish in less than sixteen months. It was made of cement for which 700,000 tons of sand were dredged from the Potomac riverbed next to the site. The river's edge is key to the Building's impression, evoking a forbidden temple of the timeless past, as if looming over the ancient Nile. The picturesque lagoon that sets off the River Entrance, like a plaza waiting to receive the barge of Cleopatra, is a vestige of that dredging. 

New York Times: In Battered Parish, Officials Bear the Brunt of Neighbors' Anguish 
By Dan Barry
 CAMERON, La., June 28 — They convened a meeting here the other night in just about the only building still intact. They recited the Lord's Prayer and the Pledge of Allegiance. Then the elected officials of Cameron Parish tried again to govern in the protracted wake of chaos.
Six part-time members of the Cameron Parish Police Jury, a sort of county legislature, sat in a semi-circle in the dank Cameron Courthouse, where a calendar in the deserted basement is paused at September. One member is a farmer, another a carpenter. A third maintains portable toilets. Three wore baseball caps; all wore that look of forever-lost sleep.
New York Times: High Water in Two Big River Systems, With Different Approaches to Flood Control 
By Lisa W. Foderaro
 The flooding that swallowed up communities along the Susquehanna and Delaware Rivers this week was not merely the result of what meteorologists call a striking rain event, three to five inches of rain across large areas in just a few hours. It was also caused by all the rain leading up to the deluge, saturating the ground. 

The storm, which set records in some areas for both rainfall totals and flood levels, was the third in as many years to cause extensive damage in the two river basins, prompting some to wonder whether the extreme weather patterns that scientists say accompany global warming have already arrived.
Los Angeles Times: Rising Waters Caused 'War Zone'
A Pennsylvania town's new levees keep the water back, but other areas are inundated.

By Ellen Barry and Lynn Marshall, Times Staff Writers

EASTON, Pa. -- Floodwaters crested Thursday in dozens of waterlogged communities in Pennsylvania and New Jersey, thundering past downtown areas and sending debris crashing into bridges.

The worst fears were averted along the Susquehanna River in Wilkes-Barre, Pa., where 200,000 residents were ordered to evacuate Wednesday. The city's new levees held, and people were allowed to return to their homes in time for lunch Thursday.

Science: High Court Asks Army Corps to Measure Value of Wetlands
Erik Stokstad 

A divided Supreme Court wants the government to adopt rules on which wetlands deserve federal protection, but scientists say they all matter
Which wetlands are important enough to protect? That's the question the U.S. Supreme Court put to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers last week when it ruled on two Michigan cases involving wetlands that property owners wanted to develop. The answer, which will require the corps to define more precisely its jurisdiction under the Clean Water Act, will have ramifications for wetlands across the country. 

New York Times: Louisiana Senator Faults Army Corps In Work On Flood Prevention
By John Schwartz
New Orleans still faces serious street flooding in coming storms because the Army Corps of Engineers has fallen behind in repairing the city's hurricane protection system, Senator David Vitter, Republican of Louisiana, said in a letter to be sent today to President Bush.
Extensive flooding could occur even in heavy rainstorms, Mr. Vitter said, and a hurricane could have enormous consequences for the restoration of New Orleans.
Baton Rouge Advocate: Vitter claims corps missing vital deadlines
Senator says New Orleans defenses inadequate

By Gerard Shields, Advocate Washington bureau
WASHINGTON — U.S. Sen. David Vitter blasted the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers on Wednesday, vowing to write a letter to President Bush outlining the agency’s deadline failures in protecting the New Orleans region from flooding.
Delays in shoring up levees, improving water pumping capacity and installing hydraulic protection gates led the list that Vitter said he will send to Bush today.
Wisconsin State Journal Editorial: Protect taxpayers from boondoggles 
If the United States is to rein in the billions of dollars misspent on pork-barrel projects each year, a top priority should be reforming the way the Army Corps of Engineers does business. 

That's why Congress should pass the Army Corps reforms proposed by Sens. Russ Feingold, D-Wis., and John McCain, R-Ariz. The Feingold-McCain proposal would improve the public's ability to make sure limited federal resources are spent on cost-effective projects for flood control, navigation, environmental protection and related goals, rather than on boondoggles. 

At stake is how the Corps spends its $12-billion-a- year budget, which includes nearly $5 billion for civil works projects, from levees to canals to coastal restoration. 

Associated Press: Thousands Flee Northeast Flooding

WILKES-BARRE, Pa. — Up to 200,000 people in the Wilkes-Barre area were ordered to evacuate their homes today because of rising water on the Susquehanna River, swelled by a record-breaking deluge that had killed at least 12 people across the Northeast.

Thousands more were ordered to leave their homes in New Jersey, New York and Maryland. Rescue helicopters plucked residents from rooftops as rivers and streams surged over their banks, washed out roads and bridges, and cut off villages in some of the worst flooding in the region in decades.

Washington Post: Evacuees Wait as Dam Is Patched
Leaks Force 2,200 Out Of Aspen Hill

By Ernesto Londo?o and Christian Davenport, Washington Post Staff Writers
Standing at the base of a leaking dam with weaknesses he has grown to know all too well, parks worker Wayne Gilman tried to suppress thoughts of the dreadful scenario that led to the unprecedented evacuation of more than 2,200 people early yesterday in Aspen Hill.
"If it bursts, where are we going to run?" said Gilman, 59, one of the dozens of workers tasked yesterday with fortifying Rock Creek Regional Park's Lake Needwood dam, which was dangerously softened by the deluge that battered the Washington region this week. "When you're standing there and you're looking up, you think, if this bulges, what tree am I going to hold on to?"
Miami Herald: Okeechobee dike deemed safe for now; the long haul is another story
Along Lake Okeechobee, low water levels have eased concerns about a potential dike collapse. But Gov. Jeb Bush is still pushing to speed up a federal repair job.

BY CURTIS MORGAN
PAHOKEE - The 35-foot-high mound of shell, soil and sand that keeps Lake Okeechobee from washing away this rundown little town doesn't rank near the top of Mayor J.P. Sasser's worry list.
''To be honest, we give a rat's ass about the dike,'' Sasser said. ``We have a lot more pressing issues in Pahokee.''
Palm Beach Post: Governor Bush: State to get say in dike repair
By Robert P. King, Palm Beach Post Staff Writer
Florida will get an unusually prominent role in shaping the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers' plans to strengthen the leaky Herbert Hoover Dike, Gov. Jeb Bush announced Wednesday after meeting with federal leaders in Washington.
Bush said the corps also has promised to accelerate its repairs of the 143-mile-long earthen barrier around Lake Okeechobee, which state consultants have labeled a "grave and imminent danger" akin to the New Orleans levees that failed after Hurricane Katrina. The corps earlier said the fixes could linger past 2020 — a timetable largely driven by how quickly Congress supplies the necessary $300 million.
GovExec.com: DHS collective bargaining loss likely to affect Pentagon's similar plan 
By Karen Rutzick
An appellate court ruling striking down the Homeland Security Department's new labor relations scheme likely will set a strong precedent for the Pentagon's similar case, and lawmakers on both sides of the aisle are asking DHS to work things out with the unions. 
With three appellate judges -- two Republicans and Judge Harry Edwards, a Democrat considered to be an eminent voice on public sector labor relations -- unanimously striking down the collective bargaining rules, and with such clear language, officials at both departments may be forced to work out a system to which the unions can agree. 

New Orleans Times-Picayune 
June 28, 2006
Scientists gather in N.O. to shape coastal restoration 
Plan may change because of hurricanes 
By Mark Schleifstein 

A group of nationally recognized scientists met Tuesday in New Orleans to discuss how to help federal and state officials in assuring the quality of the design of the proposed $1.2 billion federal-state coastal restoration program, including how to dovetail restoration projects with plans to protect Louisiana's coastal communities from Category 5 hurricanes. 
Associated Press 
June 28, 2006
Dispute Delays Federal Gulf Coast Cleanup 
WASHINGTON (AP) -- Massive amounts of hurricane wreckage -- if piled atop a football field it would reach almost two miles into the air -- remain on the Gulf Coast. Yet the Bush administration says it can't clear it quickly without trampling private property rights.
Local officials say that, with hurricane season under way, the delay could hamper another government duty: public safety.
Associated Press 
June 28, 2006 

Louisiana weighs sunken ships as storm barrier 
Marine officials float an idea of cast-off vessels to stem hurricane flooding 

NEW ORLEANS - Marine scientists and Louisiana officials are considering the idea of sinking some of Uncle Sam’s cast-off ships along the water’s edge to create a steel barrier against hurricane flooding.
The barrier would be made up of aging and obsolete tankers, research vessels and cargo ships. 

Since Hurricane Katrina hit, Louisiana is looking at every option for shoring up its storm defenses — especially quick fixes. Levees take years to build, and restoring lost marshes and cypress forests even longer.
Government Executive 
June 26, 2006 

FEMA bulks up on supplies, systems for tracking them 
By Paul Singer, National Journal 
Nobody knows whether FEMA's response to the next catastrophe will be better than its much-maligned reaction to Hurricane Katrina, but this much is certain: FEMA will bring more stuff to the event. 
In their efforts to repair the most-pressing shortcomings exposed by the 2005 hurricane season, officials at the Federal Emergency Management Agency have invested millions of dollars in equipment and supply upgrades to try to ensure a smoother flow of supplies to, and communications at, the site of the next disaster. 
USACE News 
Associated Press 
June 28, 2006 

Tuesday night judge's order curtails water flow to Florida

BIRMINGHAM - Alabama's chief deputy attorney general says negotiations are progressing in a tri-state water dispute over how to share water from the Chattahoochee River.

The comments came as a federal judge ordered the water flow from the river and its reservoirs, including Lake Lanier, into Florida reduced by 500 cubit feet per second -- to 6,250 cubic feet. The order was issued Tuesday night after a teleconference with the judge and attorneys.

Oregonian 
June 28, 2006 

Ports agree to pick up salary of corps post to speed permits 
Development - The joint effort by Portland and Vancouver aims to expedite project approvals
 
BILL STEWART 
VANCOUVER -- Frustrated by long delays in getting federal environmental permits approved, the Port of Vancouver and the Port of Portland have agreed to pay the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to hire an extra employee. 
That person will process the ports' requests first. The two ports will pay according to time spent on their projects. Cost has been estimated to be about $100,000 to each port. 
"We have been working on this a long time," Patty Boyden, director of environmental services for the Port of Vancouver, said Tuesday. Congress in 2000 authorized the use of outside money in the evaluation of permits.
Larry Paulson, the Vancouver Port's executive director, said a number of West Coast ports "have found it particularly effective and helpful in moving projects." 
Bismarck Tribune 
June 28, 2006 

More than reservation land lost to Garrison Dam 

By Lauren Donovan, Bismarck Tribune 

DICKINSON - LeRoy Fettig reminded the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers that people of the Fort Berthold Indian Reservation weren't the only ones to lose land to the Garrison Dam project.

Fettig was among about 35 people who attended a hearing Tuesday in Dickinson to talk about the corps' draft plan to transfer 24,000 acres it no longer needs around Lake Sakakawea inside the reservation boundary back to the Three Affiliated Tribes.

Washington Post 
June 28, 2006 

Appeals Court Vetoes Bush Plan To Alter U.S. Personnel Rules 

By Eric M. Weiss, Washington Post Staff Writer 

A federal appeals court delivered another legal blow to the Bush administration's broad plan to overhaul the federal employee personnel system, ruling yesterday that the proposed changes would illegally limit the scope of collective bargaining.
The opinion by a panel of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the D.C. Circuit said new Department of Homeland Security personnel rules that deal with working conditions and employee appeals were illegal. The court upheld two rulings by a federal district judge that found the government had overstepped the authority given by Congress to rewrite personnel rules when it created the department in 2002.
Associated Press: Engineers Race to Fix Lake Okeechobee Dike 
PAHOKEE, Fla. (AP) -- In 1961, engineers completed an 85-mile section of dike around Lake Okeechobee, and the public was assured it could rest easy -- there would be no more disasters like the two 1920s hurricanes that swamped the lake and killed thousands of people.
''This dike has cured the bad habit of tropical hurricanes of using this lake as a weapon of destruction,'' 86-year-old former President Herbert Hoover said at the ceremony dedicating the first portion of the 143-mile Herbert Hoover Dike.
New Orleans Times-Picayune: City cuts deal on debris pickup
Work could begin this week, official says
 
By Gordon Russell, Staff writer 

Hoping to silence a growing chorus of gripes about New Orleans' disheveled appearance, Mayor Ray Nagin announced Monday that the city will pay a private contractor to pick up the rotting piles of mingled storm debris and household trash that litter curbsides throughout the city.
Meanwhile, city officials plan to solicit new bids for household garbage pickup in the next two weeks, a topic that has also generated innumerable complaints since Hurricane Katrina. The city's longtime trash hauler, Waste Management of Louisiana, has limited pickups to once a week since resuming service, but many residents say the company has had difficulty keeping up with even that reduced schedule. 

Bismarck Tribune: Hoeven adamant about stopping land transfer
By LAUREN DONOVAN, Bismarck Tribune
North Dakota's governor said the state would likely go to court to prevent the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers from transferring 24,000 acres of land it no longer needs around Lake Sakakawea to the Three Affiliated Tribes.

Gov. John Hoeven said the plan isn't fair and could create a confusing map of go and no-go areas around the lake

Hoeven made his comments Monday at the first in a week-long series of public hearings the corps is holding on its draft plan to transfer the land to be held in trust for the reservation.
The transfer would be the most significant change in the land's status since it was acquired by the corps back in the '40s for construction of Garrison Dam and the permanent flood of Lake Sakakawea.
Palm Beach Post Commentary: Just a ditch? Not if there's water
By Joel Engelhardt, Palm Beach Post Columnist
Supreme Court Justice Antonin Scalia and Palm Beach County Commissioner Warren Newell have something in common. They both think that manmade ditches in a farmer's field should not trigger federal wetland regulations like those that blocked construction of The Scripps Research Institute at Mecca Farms.
Long after the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers ruled to the contrary, Commissioner Newell argued that it was ridiculous to refer to those ditches as wetlands. After all, Mecca had been a citrus grove. The ditches crisscrossing the property carried water to irrigate the trees. They were man-made, not natural.
Iran/Afghanistan
Los Angeles Times: Victims in Mass Graves Hid Clues in Clothing
Concealed Iraqi ID cards provide a wealth of information for an upcoming Hussein trial.

By Borzou Daragahi, Times Staff Writer

BAGHDAD — Perhaps they were so terrified they didn't trust the officers who demanded their identification cards and they hid the cards beneath layers of clothes.

Or maybe they sensed their horrible fate and decided against giving up the last legal proof of their lives before gunshots turned them into anonymous corpses to be devoured by the desert.

Whatever their reasons, more than 10% of the victims found thus far in Saddam Hussein-era mass graves managed to die with their Iraqi identity cards still with them. The phenomenon has dramatically altered the course of the investigation into the former regime's alleged crimes by allowing prosecutors to trace the victims back to their hometowns and construct more complete narratives of their harrowing journeys toward death.
For Situational Awareness
New York Times: 'Breathtaking' Waste and Fraud in Hurricane Aid 
By Eric Lipton
 WASHINGTON, June 26 — Among the many superlatives associated with Hurricane Katrina can now be added this one: it produced one of the most extraordinary displays of scams, schemes and stupefying bureaucratic bungles in modern history, costing taxpayers up to $2 billion.
A hotel owner in Sugar Land, Tex., has been charged with submitting $232,000 in bills for phantom victims. And roughly 1,100 prison inmates across the Gulf Coast apparently collected more than $10 million in rental and disaster-relief assistance.
Washington Post Federal Diary: Work On '07 Pay Raises May Come Later Rather Than Sooner
By Stephen Barr
Congress usually adopts a "pay parity" policy when it comes to the government's annual salary increases, providing the civil service and the military with the same percentage raise in base pay, effective each January. But it appears that the 2007 raises won't be sorted out until much later in the year.
Before going into the zigs and zags on Capitol Hill, it's important to note that the president's budget, released in February, is the starting point for the annual pay raise deliberations. For next year, the president proposed a 2.2 percent pay raise for the civil service and the military.
The first bill that came up in Congress did not follow the White House's pay recommendation, however.
New Orleans Times-Picayune: Timeline of levee decisions promised
Chronology to detail pre-Katrina record
 
By Mark Schleifstein
The Army Corps of Engineers will publish a chronology of the decision-making involved in the construction of the New Orleans area levee systems by the end of the year, the agency announced Friday. 

"The Hurricane Protection Decision Chronology will enable the corps and the nation to fully understand the long history of federal, state and local decisions that led to the design and construction of the New Orleans-area flood and storm damage reduction system," said Major Gen. Don Riley, the corps' director of civil works. 

St. Louis Post-Dispatch: Strengthening levees not worth the expense, corps says
By Ken Leiser, ST. LOUIS POST-DISPATCH

Army corps study says
Flood protection measures in place along the upper Mississippi and Illinois
rivers generally hold well enough.

Rivers association says
Corps' reliance on cost-benefit formulas fails to take into account the
regional importance of an asset or potential use of a property if protected
from floods.

Environmental groups have said
Some groups in the past have criticized the corps for signing off on levee
projects, despite evidence that they would worsen flooding elsewhere.

$8 billion
Cost to protect against a 500-year flood

$3.7 billion
Cost to protect against a 100-year flood

Louisville Courier-Journal: River's locks aging
Long-term project would repair, upgrade transportation system 
By James Bruggers, The Courier-Journal
Only after line-boat Capt. Kevin Cox had maneuvered the first of a 1,000-foot string of barges into the McAlpine lock, with just a foot to spare on each side, did he allow himself to fully exhale. 

"Once you are in like this, whew, you are in," said Cox, a New Albany, Ind., native, smiling while brushing his hand over his forehead. "Sometimes they are hard to get into. That one went well." 

The rear gates soon swung shut, and like a giant draining bathtub, the water level dropped 37 feet. Cox's vessel then pushed the 10 connected barges out of the lock and down the river. 

Washington Post Editorial: This Land Is Wetland

The Supreme Court issues an environmental ruling that does little yet threatens much.
 
WHETHER THE Supreme Court's decision last week on federal protection of wetlands is a glass half full or half empty for environmental protection depends on whether you focus on what the decision did or on what four justices threatened to do.
What it did is not much. A majority of the court voted to rein in wetland protection under the Clean Water Act. But Justice Anthony M. Kennedy -- who supplied the crucial fifth vote -- did so on far narrower grounds than his colleagues. His vote, along with those of the four dissenting justices, paradoxically creates a different majority that should allow strong federal protection to continue. The troubling feature of the case is how close Justice Antonin Scalia's opinion for the court's conservative flank came to becoming law and what that may portend for the future.
Virginian-Pilot Editorial: Court muddied waters on wetland disputes
The United States would be better off if the Supreme Court hadn't bothered to issue its Monday ruling in a pair of wetlands cases, Rapanos vs. U.S. and Carabell vs. Army Corps of Engineers.
The first role of the courts is to make it possible for the reasonably intelligent and well-intentioned to follow the law. In the cases centered around how the Clean Water Act regulates the development of wetlands, the justices made that impossible. They didn't just issue one or even two opinions, but five. Now, the law is anyone's guess.
Atlanta Journal-Constitution Editorial: Put water needs first
Bemoaning a drought, fighting with Florida only mask a problem that requires long-term approach

Georgia's ongoing water woes aren't the result of planning to fail, but of failing to plan. Despite a flood of evidence over the years that a statewide strategy for water usage and conservation was desperately needed, only a trickle of funding has come out of the state Capitol to complete that work.
Last week, as water levels in major lakes, streams and reservoirs dipped dangerously low, the state Environmental Protection Division officially declared a Level One drought. That means Georgians are under mandatory restrictions that prohibit outdoor watering at their homes and businesses between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. The state's permanent, odd-even system for watering based on street addresses will also remain in effect.
St. Petersburg Times: Protect all waters
A decision by the U.S. Supreme Court calls into question just which bodies of water should be protected, ignoring that they're all connected.
The U.S. Supreme Court has clouded the Clean Water Act, which until now had seemed pretty clear. The act says the federal government has the authority to protect the "waters of the United States" from pollution. That meant if a landowner wanted to fill in wetlands, he had to get permission from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers because those waters ultimately drain into rivers, lakes and oceans.
In a fractured ruling that Chief Justice John Roberts admitted left everyone to "feel their way" forward, the court bickered over precisely which waters the law protects. By a 5-4 vote, the court narrowed the law's reach somewhat, so that now the corps will have to make a case-by-case argument for regulating particular wetlands.
Racine (WI) Journal-Times Editorial: Fractured wetland ruling could have been worse
Clear as mud.
That's where the United States Supreme Court left the legal interpretation of the nation's wetland protection laws Monday.
On a splintered 5-4 vote the high court said new limits could be set to define the federal government's enforcement powers under the Clean Water Act of 1972, but the swing justice in the case - moderate Anthony Kennedy - penned a standard that is expected to result in a swamp of new litigation.
Sarasota Herald-Tribune Editorial: Muddy waters
Congress should clear up language in Clean Water Act

A U.S. Supreme Court decision on Monday makes it imperative that Congress clarify language in the Clean Water Act, a 1972 law that has brought about significant improvement in the quality of the nation's waters.

Protections provided by the act extend to every river and stream and into swamps, drainage areas and wetlands.

The focus of the court's ruling were seasonal wetlands, which are dry much of the year and encompass some 300 million acres throughout the country. These intermittent wetlands, when active, filter pollutants and discharge into larger water bodies nearby.

As such, the seasonal wetlands are subject to the Clean Water Act and regulated by the Army Corps of Engineers.

Atlanta Journal-Constitution: Chattahoochee floodgates open for Florida
Stacy Shelton - Staff
An Alabama federal judge late Thursday ordered the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to immediately send more Chattahoochee River water down to Florida --- a move Georgia officials say will drain Lake Lanier faster than predicted. 

The corps, which operates Lanier and four other federal lakes on the Chattahoochee, began complying with the order at 6 p.m. Thursday, releasing what amounts to an additional 2 billion gallons of water a day from lakes Lanier, West Point, Walter F. George and Seminole. 

That's 40 percent more water than the corps had been releasing into Florida, and it's five times the amount metro Atlanta uses each day. 

Augusta Chronicle: Drought plan revisions may go into effect
By Rob Pavey | Staff Writer
CLARKS HILL, S.C. - A revised plan to conserve water in Thurmond Lake by reducing flows into the Savannah River earlier could be implemented within a month. 

"We'd like to see this go into effect, possibly, as early as mid-July," said Col. Mark Held, the Army Corps of Engineers' district commander.
After more than a year of review, final comments are being evaluated for revisions to the corps' 1989 Drought Contingency Plan.
Daily Environmental Report: Corps of Engineers Estimates Costs For Moving Villages at Risk for Erosion 
ANCHORAGE, Alaska--Three western Alaska villages are at the greatest risk for being wiped out by coastal erosion, and the cost for relocating them are estimated at $80 million to $200 million apiece, according to a study released June 12 by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. 
The villages of Kivalina, Newtok, and Shishmaref are expected to lose critical public infrastructure within 10 to 15 years, absent major erosion protections, according to the report, titled Alaska Village Erosion Technical Assistance Program: An Examination of Erosion Issues in the Communities of Bethel, Dillingham, Kaktovik, Kivalina, Newtok, Shishmaref and Unalakleet . 
GovExec.com: Army Corps employees win public-private competition for IT work 
By Jenny Mandel
The Army Corps of Engineers on Wednesday announced that an in-house team won a public-private competition for about 1,100 information management and technology jobs. Details of the winning bid were not made public, but loss of some jobs is considered likely. 
The award comes two years after the start of the competition, carried out under the Office of Management and Budget's Circular A-76 rules, and ends delays stemming from two internal Army reviews conducted after the agency reached a preliminary decision. 
Associated Press: Justices muddied waters with wetlands ruling 
Property owners, conservationists, legal experts unsure of what's next

By John Flesher, The Associated Press
TRAVERSE CITY, Mich. - After fighting the federal government for more than 18 years, Keith Carabell is resigned to more uncertainty now that the U.S. Supreme Court ordered another look at his plan to build condominiums in a wetland area.
In a case so divisive it produced five separate opinions totaling more than 100 pages and no clear majority, the court ruled Monday that the government can block development on hundreds of millions of acres of wetlands, even on land miles away from waterways, as long as regulators prove a significant connection to the waterways
Commentary
San Jose Mercury News Editorial: A close call for the Clean Water Act

JUSTICE KENNEDY RIGHTLY FENDS OFF ATTEMPT TO UNDERMINE PROTECTION OF U.S. WATERWAYS

The most alarming aspect of Monday's U.S. Supreme Court decision on the Clean Water Act is that four justices were ready to put one of the nation's most successful environmental laws through the paper shredder. As the first environmental case of the Roberts court, it gives us plenty of reason to worry that longstanding protections to our water, air, endangered species and public lands could be in jeopardy.
Atlanta Journal-Constitution: Drought ushers in water restrictions

By Stacy Shelton, Jeffry Scott, The Atlanta Journal-Constitution
It's official. Just three years after the worst drought on record gripped metro Atlanta, Georgia has slipped into another.
State Environmental Protection Division Director Carol Couch made the drought declaration Wednesday, triggering tougher outdoor watering restrictions for Georgians.
Effective immediately, residents and business owners are prohibited from sprinkling lawns and gardens between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. They must continue following the permanent, three-day-a-week outdoor watering schedule: Odd-numbered addresses can water on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Sundays; even-numbered and unnumbered addresses can water on Mondays, Wednesdays and Saturdays.
Palm Beach Post: Lake O water at lowest level since '02
By Ron Hayes, Palm Beach Post Staff Writer
The water level of Lake Okeechobee has reached its lowest level since June 2002, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers announced Wednesday, and that's a good place for it to be during hurricane season.
As of Tuesday, the lake's water level was at 12.12 feet above sea level, which the corps calls "an excellent position" to manage the lake and the Herbert Hoover Dike for the rest of the season.
GovExec.com: House blocks Pentagon labor relations system funding 
By Karen Rutzick
The House voted Tuesday evening to strip the Defense Department of funding for its new civilian labor relations system. 
An amendment to the fiscal 2007 Defense spending bill would prevent any agency appropriations from being used for portions of the National Security Personnel System that govern collective bargaining, labor-management disputes, and adverse actions and appeals. It passed with a voice vote. 
The provision's sponsors -- Reps. Walter Jones, R-N.C.; Chris Van Hollen, D-Md.; and Jay Inslee, D-Wash. -- said the amendment is in response to a February court ruling, now under appeal, finding those aspects of the Pentagon's personnel reforms illegal. 
Los Angeles Times: Justices' Rulings Called 'Murky' and 'Confusing'
The Supreme Court's decisions in cases involving wetlands and crime victims' words probably will be ironed out later, lawyers say.

By David G. Savage, Times Staff Writer

WASHINGTON — The Supreme Court is, after all, a committee of nine lawyers.

And like other committees, the court sometimes does not come up with clear answers to the legal questions it is supposed to decide.

Instead, it makes more work for lawyers.

The court-as-committee was on display Monday in a pair of major decisions that left more questions than answers. One concerned wetlands, the other involved the words of crime victims.

Christian Science Monitor: Supreme Court splits over protecting wetlands
The Clean Water Act might not prevent building on them
. 
By Warren Richey | Staff writer of The Christian Science Monitor 

WASHINGTON 
The federal government does not have the power to reach far upstream to protect every ditch and wetland in a watershed.
In a ruling restricting federal authority to protect the environment, the US Supreme Court on Monday said the reach of federal regulators under the Clean Water Act is limited. But the high court's nine justices were unable to reach majority agreement about how and where to draw those limits.
The result is a decision best described as 4-1-4. Four justices agreed that the law called for a restrictive view of the scope of federal jurisdiction to reach remote wetlands. Four other justices concluded that the statute permits the government to take upstream actions to prevent downstream degradation of federal water resources.
Wall Street Journal: Split Supreme Court Narrows Use of Wetlands Act
By JESS BRAVIN and BEN WINOGRAD
WASHINGTON -- A splintered Supreme Court rolled back coverage of the Clean Water Act, ruling federal regulators had gone too far in protecting wetlands lying more than 10 miles from navigable waters.
No majority of justices could agree on how to define the waters protected by the act, muddying the legal landscape for lower courts that will have to apply the ruling. The court's lineup in the case illustrated the rising role of Justice Anthony Kennedy as a swing vote on major issues.
Wall Street Journal: A River Ran Through It: The Divided High Court
Yesterday's Supreme Court ruling on the Clean Water Act muddied the legal dynamic for one of the most fundamental U.S. environmental laws and exposed what may be an emerging ideological split on the Roberts court.
Justice Antonin Scalia won three other votes for what Legal Times describes as a narrow interpretation of the act's scope, while Justice John Paul Stevens and three others defended the government's long-held interpretation and said Mr. Scalia "needlessly jeopardizes the quality of our waters." It was left to Justice Anthony Kennedy to define the outcome, writing a third opinion that concurred with the Scalia judgment for the two cases under consideration but nonetheless offered a more sweeping interpretation1 -- guaranteeing, as Legal Times notes, continued litigation. The two cases, Rapanos v. U.S. and Carabell v. U.S., were seen as the first test of the environmental views of newly installed Chief Justice John Roberts and associate Justice Samuel Alito. They both sided with Mr. Scalia, who criticized, from the bench, both Mr. Stevens's dissent and Mr. Kennedy's concurrence, accusing the latter of "ignoring the text" of the law.
Wall Street Journal Editorial: Parsing the Waters
The Supreme Court tiptoed up to the edge of a landmark property-rights ruling yesterday, but in the end it merely dipped a toe in the water without deciding whether to jump in or not.
The vote in the case left little room for doubt about the reason for the Court's indecision -- his name is Justice Anthony Kennedy. The Court split, in effect, 4-1-4 in Rapanos v. U.S., which covered two separate cases concerning federal jurisdiction over "wetlands" under the Clean Water Act. Mr. Rapanos had filled a wetland that was essentially a drainage ditch without a permit back in 1989. Five years later, the government filed suit against him. Mr. Rapanos lost, and that decision was upheld by the Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals.
The Supreme Court vacated that decision Monday and sent it back to the lower courts to try again. Justice Antonin Scalia, writing for four of the Justices, clearly would have gone farther in reining in the expansive interpretations of the Clean Water Act that have taken hold over the last three decades. Thanks to the Army Corps of Engineers, the definition of "navigable waters" can now include puddles and drainage ditches and has turned the law-abiding likes of Mr. Rapanos into wetlands desperadoes.
Louisville Courier-Journal Editorial: Wetlands in peril 
Now that the Roberts court has begun to issue significant rulings on civil liberties and the environment, "It could've been worse" is a phrase you may hear liberals saying often -- if they're lucky. 

Turns out luck, or maybe just reason, was on their side this week, as the Supreme Court came close to -- but fell short of -- rolling back critical parts of the Clean Water Act. 
The Court ultimately sided with two Michigan developers who wanted to build on wetlands close to, but not bordering, "navigable waters" protected under the act. But swing-vote moderate Justice Anthony Kennedy rightly parried his conservative colleagues' attempt to permanently remove protections for millions of acres of similar wetlands. 

Seattle Post-Intelligencer Editorial: Environment: Congress, wade in 
SEATTLE POST-INTELLIGENCER EDITORIAL BOARD
A plurality of the U.S. Supreme Court is confused about the federal intent to protect clean waters, the environment and Americans' health and welfare. Congress could help by drawing a clearer picture for court conservatives.
That would be expecting a bit much in the current Congress, where the leadership is distinctly disinterested in accomplishing anything other than its own re-election. So, at least months if not years of legal confusion and bureaucratic wheel spinning will result from conservative justices' insistence Monday on limiting the control of the Clean Water Act over wetlands.
Jackson (MS) Clarion-Ledger: FEMA extends cleanup deadline
Agency delays deadline 3 months; county will pay 10 percent of cost after July 1


By Joshua Cogswell
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers has been given a three-month extension to remove debris in hurricane-ravaged Hancock County.
The corps told local officials earlier this month they would be leaving on June 30 even if the work was incomplete.
Washington Post: An 800-Pound Gorilla Waits to Escape in S. Florida
Dike May Not Hold Lake Okeechobee In a Big Hurricane
By Peter Whoriskey, Washington Post Staff Writer
BELLE GLADE, Fla. -- One of the worst natural disasters in U.S. history happened in this farming community beside Lake Okeechobee, and for people here, the Hurricane of 1928 is an inescapable piece of city lore.
A prominent statue at the city's crossroads depicts a family running from the floodwaters that gushed through the lake's dike, and the popular novel "Their Eyes Were Watching God" hitched literary fame to the disaster that claimed more than 2,000 lives.
But people had always assumed the danger was long past.
Now engineers hired by a state agency are reporting that weaknesses in the vast dike around the lake again pose a "grave and imminent danger to the people and the environment of South Florida." Every year, according to engineers, the dike has a 1 in 6 chance of failing.
Columbus (GA) Ledger-Enquirer: Perdue sues Corps over water release program

BY CHUCK WILLIAMS, Staff Writer
After more than a month of trying to convince the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to reduce the amount of water it is releasing from Chattahoochee River lakes, Georgia Gov. Sonny Perdue turned to a federal judge for relief.
The state filed a motion Tuesday for a temporary restraining order against the Corps in Northern District of Georgia, Atlanta Division. The state is asking the court to allow only the minimum necessary flow into the Apalachicola River near the Georgia-Florida line. The Chattahoochee and Flint rivers merge in South Georgia to form the Apalachicola, which dumps into the Gulf of Mexico. The Corps controls five Chattahoochee dams that regulate the flow.
New York Times: Justices Divided on Protections Over Wetlands 
By Linda Greenhouse
 
WASHINGTON, June 19 — The Supreme Court on Monday came close to rolling back one of the country's fundamental environmental laws, issuing a fractured decision that, while likely to preserve vigorous federal enforcement of the law, the Clean Water Act, is also likely to lead to new regulatory battles, increased litigation by property owners and a push for new legislation.
With four justices on one side arguing for a sharp restriction in the definition of wetlands that are subject to federal jurisdiction, and four justices on the other arguing for retaining the broad definition that the Army Corps of Engineers has used for decades, Justice Anthony M. Kennedy controlled the outcome in a solitary opinion.
Los Angeles Times: Divided Supreme Court Upholds Federal Protections for Wetlands
By David G. Savage, Times Staff Writer

WASHINGTON — A divided Supreme Court on Monday upheld the broad power of federal environmental regulators to protect most wetlands from development, even in areas that are dry much of the year.

The decision split the justices three ways and left uncertainty about the reach of the Clean Water Act. But it was a setback for private property advocates who hoped the more conservative court would sharply cut back protections for wetlands.

Washington Post: Justices Rein In Clean Water Act
Still-Divided Court Leaves Reach of The Law Unclear
By Charles Lane, Washington Post Staff Writer
The Supreme Court ruled yesterday that new limits could be placed on the federal government's power to enforce the 34-year-old Clean Water Act, but a set of opinions handed down by the justices did little to define what those limits might be.
The splintered decision was the clearest sign yet that the court's long-standing ideological divisions have not disappeared with the addition of two conservative justices. It also underscored that, perhaps more than ever, forming a majority in significant cases depends on winning the vote of a single justice -- moderate conservative Anthony M. Kennedy.
Associated Press: Supreme Court splits on wetlands protection 
5-4 majority can only agree lower courts must decide on case-by-case basis
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON - The Supreme Court clashed Monday on whether the government can extend protections for wetlands miles away from waterways, in its first significant environmental ruling under Chief Justice John Roberts.
Justices decided on a 5-4 vote, split along ideological lines, that regulators may have misinterpreted the federal Clean Water Act when they refused to allow two Michigan property owners to build a shopping mall and condos on wetlands they own.
But on a separate 5-4 vote, they refused to block the government from restricting access on distant wetlands.
New York Times Editorial: Clean Water at Risk 
The United States Supreme Court issued a decision on wetlands yesterday whose main virtue is that it could have been much worse. It sided with two developers who want to build on endangered wetlands, but the court's conservatives could not muster the fifth vote they needed for a very restricted view of the Clean Water Act. Still, the signs are ominous. Right now, Justice Anthony Kennedy, the swing vote in the case, is all that appears to stand in the way of gutting critical environmental protections.
The court ruled on a case arising out of Michigan, where developers filled in wetlands without a permit. The issue is whether these particular wetlands — which are not directly adjacent to navigable waters, but are adjacent to tributaries to those waters — are protected by the Clean Water Act. The Army Corps of Engineers, the administrative body charged by Congress with making these decisions, ruled that they are.
Four justices — including Chief Justice John Roberts and Samuel Alito, the two newest appointees — wanted to apply a dangerously difficult, and largely invented, test for what constitutes a wetland. The court's four most liberal members voted, rightly, to uphold the Army Corps' decision. Justice Kennedy sided with the conservatives on overturning the corps, but set out his own standard for which waters are covered. His test is a moderate one, and there is every reason to believe the corps will meet it when this case continues on remand.
New York Times: Army Cancels Contract For New Iraqi Prison
By James Glanz
BAGHDAD, Iraq, June 19 — The Army Corps of Engineers said Monday that it had canceled a $99.1 million contract with Parsons, one of the largest companies working in Iraq, to build a prison north of Baghdad after the firm fell more than two years behind schedule, threatened to go millions of dollars over budget and essentially abandoned the construction site.
The move is another harsh rebuke for Parsons, only weeks after the corps canceled more than $300 million of the company's contracts to build and refurbish hospitals and clinics across Iraq. A federal oversight office had found that some of the clinics were little more than empty shells and that only 20 of 150 called for in the contract would be completed without new financing.
But the prison, originally scheduled to be completed this month, appears to be the largest single rebuilding project canceled for failing to achieve its goals under the $45 billion American rebuilding program for Iraq. The corps said Parsons officials had recently estimated that it could not be completed before September 2008, and would cost an additional $13.5 million.
New Orleans Times-Picayune: Rebuilding needs science, report says
It faults subsidence, storm forecasting
 
By Mark Schleifstein, Staff writer 

A team of earth and space scientists on Monday recommended improved hurricane and storm surge forecasting and a reliance on high-quality scientific data to guide the rebuilding of New Orleans and other hard-hit areas of the Gulf Coast. 

"Rebuilding the region in an environmentally and economically sustainable fashion will require integrated planning, investment and management that recognizes the forces of nature, the need to protect communities, the value of natural resources and ecosystem services and financial constraints," according to the report written by a 20-person panel of the American Geophysical Union. 

To assure that restoration process, the report recommended appointing a steering committee of scientists to review reconstruction efforts and continuing natural threats to the Gulf Coast, and to marshal the scientific resources needed to address them. 

New York Times: Next Victim of Warming: The Beaches 
By Cornelia Dean
NEW SMYRNA BEACH, Fla. — When scientists consider the possible effects of global warming, there is a lot they don't know. But they can say one thing for sure: sea levels will rise. 

This rising water will be felt along the artificially maintained beaches of New Jersey, in the vanishing marshes of Louisiana, even on the ocean bluffs of California. According to a 2000 report by the Heinz Center for Science, Economics and the Environment, at least a quarter of the houses within 500 feet of the United States coast may be lost to rising seas by 2060. There were 350,000 of these houses when the report was written, but today there are far more.
"If it is as bad as people are saying, at some point it will be a crisis," said Thomas Tomasello of Tallahassee, Fla., a lawyer who represents many owners of coastal property. But he does not dwell on it. "I cannot deal with sea level rise," he said. "That's such a huge issue." 

Though most of the country's ocean beaches are eroding, few coastal jurisdictions consider sea level rise in their coastal planning, and still fewer incorporate the fact that the rise is accelerating. Instead, they are sticking with policies that geologists say may help them in the short term but will be untenable or even destructive in the future.
New York Times: The Road Back
In Louisiana, a Sinking Island Wars With Water and the Government
 
By Dan Barry
 ISLE DE JEAN CHARLES, La., June 15 — All trees and farmland, the tribal chief said. With hard acres of green where cattle grazed, adults trapped game, and boys and girls of the Biloxi-Chitimacha tribe ran without even dampening their feet. You should have seen it.
But you can hardly imagine it, much less see it, because where gardens sprouted and children sprinted just 30 years ago, there is now a grass skirt of mushy marshland, and beyond, the rippling open waters that lead to the Gulf of Mexico.
"Water," the tribe's conflicted chief, Albert Naquin, said. "All water."
NPR: New Marching Orders for the Corps of Engineers
In the wake of Hurricane Katrina there's a move to reform the Army Corps of Engineers. Critics say the Corps needs to better plans and design its massive water control projects. But Living on Earth's Washington correspondent Jeff Young tells us that would require big changes in Congress, too.
CURWOOD: It's Living on Earth, I'm Steve Curwood. With a new hurricane season already underway, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is doing some serious self-examination about what went wrong during the disaster of Hurricane Katrina. In a recent report. the Corps admits making major mistakes in the design and construction of levees around New Orleans.
But critics of the Army engineers charge the problems go much deeper than that. They say too many of the massive water control projects the Corps builds around the country waste taxpayer money, harm the environment, and, in the end, fail to protect people and property from flooding.
St. Petersburg Times: Does Florida's flood lurk behind this wall?
The earthen berm that protects cities from Lake Okeechobee “bears a striking resemblance to Swiss cheese,” three engineering experts say. So, what if the big storm comes?

By TAMARA LUSH, Times Staff Writer

BELLE GLADE — Teresa Miller doesn’t have a job, a phone or a car. She also doesn’t have a hurricane evacuation plan, and because her trailer is less than 2 miles from Lake Okeechobee, she’s scared.
Miller, 41, has heard about the cracks in the dike that holds the water back from the land. She wonders how much Hurricane Wilma eroded the earth berm around the lake last year. And she worries that if there is a fierce enough storm, the dike could give way and the lake’s entire southeast shore could become another New Orleans — flooded and destroyed.
Sacramento Bee Editorial: Cooperation -- and a cheaper Folsom Dam fix

Engineers from two federal agencies not known for cooperating continue to make progress on a fix for Folsom Dam that could save Sacramento from a great flood. 

As you may recall, plans to modify the river outlets on the dam hit a snag last year when the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers reviewed the bids and learned the project could cost about $2 billion, almost three times the original estimated cost. This was a big setback, since the easiest way to quickly increase Sacramento's level of flood protection is to give dam operators the ability to release extra water in advance of a storm. 

What was the problem? Modifying the dam outlets -- should we call them the damn outlets? -- would involve contractors doing complicated underwater work, with a fair amount of risk and liability. 

Gainesville Times: Bad gauge costs lake lots of water
Corps released more than necessary from Lanier 
Lake Lanier's water level is nearly two feet lower than was being reported due to a faulty gauge reading used to calculate inflows and outflows, the U.S. Army of Corps of Engineers said Sunday. 

A report from the corps said the lake level is being reported at 1067.62 feet, when the actual level is 1065.72. 

A calibration error led to additional releases totaling one half inch per day, or 650 cubic feet per second, of outflow greater than was necessary over the past 52 days, according to the report. 

That equals an additional lowering of 1.9 feet. The gauge has been recalibrated so future levels will provide accurate readings. 

Elected officials, including Gov. Sonny Perdue and Sen. Johnny Isakson, have been critical of the Corps for water releases this year. They say the corps has released too much water to protect endangered species downstream in Florida without considering the needs of Georgia. 

Pat Robbins, spokesman for the corps in Mobile, Ala., said in a statement this weekend that the lake level gauge is used to determine inflow into the lake. 

"With the error, we believed more water was entering the lake than was actually occurring," Robbins said. "In the current drought conditions, we operate the system as a run of the river, meaning whatever is entering the lake is released. "Since we were getting a faulty reading, we were passing more water than was necessary over the 52-day period." 

He said the corps now was "augmenting flows as necessary for water supply to metro Atlanta, water quality requirements throughout the basin and to protect endangered species in the Apalachicola River." 

The corps warns that lake levels likely will continue to decline throughout the Apalachicola-Chattahoochee-Flint River basin if drought conditions persist. 

The corps does not project lake levels will reach historic lows, but the report said that anticipated levels would have "critical impacts on recreation and hydropower production" as they decline. 
Hurricane Aftermath
New York Times: Bush Signs Spending Bill For Wars And Hurricanes
By Robert Pear
WASHINGTON, June 15 — President Bush signed an emergency spending bill on Thursday to finance the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan and to help hurricane victims in Gulf Coast states.
Mr. Bush acted hours after the Senate approved the $94.5 billion bill by a 98-to-1 vote. Senator Arlen Specter, Republican of Pennsylvania, voted against the measure, saying it did not provide enough for domestic health and education programs.
The measure provides $65.8 billion for military operations in Iraq and Afghanistan, $3.9 billion for foreign aid, $19.8 billion for hurricane relief and $2.3 billion for pandemic flu preparations. Most of the remainder is for border security.
Baton Rouge Advocate: Officials reject plan targeting N.O. landfill
By Mike Dunne, Advocate staff writer
State and federal officials have rejected a proposal by environmentalists to change the way debris is collected in New Orleans in hopes of closing the Chef Menteur Construction and Demolition Landfill in New Orleans East.
The landfill was opened about two months ago after the Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality determined another landfill was needed to speed up disposal of wastes generated by Hurricane Katrina. It is adjacent to the Bayou Sauvage National Wildlife Refuge.
Environmental groups are suggesting that debris collected during daylight hours be sent to a transfer station — which the city of New Orleans has previously rejected — where the wastes could be further separated and then larger trucks filled at night to haul to licensed landfills that have liners and were approved before Katrina.
Atlanta Journal-Constitution: Chambliss, Isakson protest drain on Lanier

By BOB KEMPER in Washington and STACY SHELTON in Atlanta, The Atlanta Journal-Constitution
Georgia's two U.S. senators told the secretary of the Army on Thursday to stop using Atlanta's source of drinking water to help sturgeon and mussels downstream in Florida until the Army can scientifically prove that the sacrifice is actually helping the rare species.
Sens. Saxby Chambliss and Johnny Isakson, both Republicans, went to Army Secretary Francis Harvey to halt the Army Corps of Engineers' releases from Lake Lanier and to prod the Corps, which is under Harvey's command, to move faster to resolve a decades-old dispute between Georgia, Florida and Alabama over the use of water from the Chattahoochee River, which the lake impounds.
Sacramento Bee: Cheaper Folsom Dam fix?
Spillway plan could provide 200-year flood protection sooner, federal report says.

By Matt Weiser -- Bee Staff Writer
A new spillway at Folsom Dam could double Sacramento's flood protection -- and do so up to nine years sooner and $650 million cheaper than previous plans. 

Those are the key findings of a federal report announced Thursday, almost exactly one year after high bids shelved a plan to enlarge existing river outlets in the dam. 

The new spillway would be built just south of the present main dam. A 1,700-foot-long concrete chute, the spillway would provide an additional way to dump floodwaters from Folsom Dam into the American River during severe storms. 

Associated Press: Court cancels mountaintop removal permits trial
HUNTINGTON, W.Va. -- A federal judge has canceled a trial that could force the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to conduct far more detailed reviews before issuing permits for mountain removal mines to Virginia's Massey Energy Co.

The case was scheduled to begin next week, but U.S. District Judge Robert Chambers called off the trial Wednesday. Chambers acted after the Corps of Engineers suspended four mining permits at issue in the case for more review.

The agency has not elaborated, nor explained how re-examining the permits might affect other coal mining permit applications. Chambers ordered the corps to report back on the review every 30 days.

In the case, the Ohio Valley Environmental Coalition and other groups have sued to stop permits for four proposed Massey mines near historic Blair Mountain in Logan County, in Boone County and along the Kanawha-Raleigh county line. But the groups hope the decision forces the Corps of Engineers to draft environmental impact statements for all new mining permit applications.

Massey is headquartered in Richmond, Va.
Los Angeles Times: Democrats Say Key Superfund Data Is Being Withheld From the Public
The EPA won't release some data on 140 Superfund locations. Senate Republicans say their rivals may want to reinstate a cleanup fee.

By T. Christian Miller, Times Staff Writer

WASHINGTON — Senate Democrats on Thursday accused the Bush administration of withholding key details about toxic waste sites that present risks of exposure to nearby residents.

At a congressional hearing, Sen. Barbara Boxer (D-Calif.) said the Environmental Protection Agency had designated as confidential the details of about 140 Superfund sites where toxic exposure remained uncontrolled.

Washington Post Federal Diary: 2.7 Percent For Whom?
By Stephen Barr
As expected, the House this week approved a fiscal 2007 spending bill that includes a 2.7 percent pay raise for civil service employees next year. The bill requires that the raise also go to employees in the departments of Defense and Homeland Security, which are replacing the government-wide pay system with performance-oriented systems.
The Bush administration, which had recommended a 2.2 percent raise, objected to the House action and urged deletion of the provision covering Defense and Homeland Security employees. "The provision is ambiguous as to how the increase would be applied to employees covered under these departments' modernized pay systems and will unnecessarily complicate their implementation," the White House budget office said.
But Darryl Perkinson, president of the Federal Managers Association, welcomed the House action, saying employees in the two departments are concerned about "what will happen to their pay." He added, "It's positive to see that for 2007, at least, we are assured that they will be recognized for their dedication and commitment to serving America."
The Senate plans to address federal pay issues later this year, aides said.
New Orleans Times-Picayune: Largest of levee projects to finish soon
Corps: Work to start at 3 other Jeff sites
 
By Sheila Grissett, East Jefferson bureau 

The largest of several projects to temporarily ramp up the safety of East Jefferson's hurricane protection system until permanent fixes can be made should be complete by month's end, and work at three other sites should begin within a few weeks, said Army Corps of Engineers supervisors overseeing the improvements. 

On the current schedule, at least one of those projects -- new walls to better connect Pump Station No. 2 to the levee on both sides of the plant at the Suburban Canal -- isn't likely to be finished before the historically most active part of the storm season, considered to be mid-August through late September.
Virginian-Pilot: Engineer helping to ensure safe shelter after the storm
By MATTHEW BOWERS, The Virginian-Pilot
© June 15, 2006
NEW ORLEANS — Eddie Carr quickly spotted what he had come for. He walked up to the third trailer in one of several rows of identical white trailers making up a shimmering 200-strong trailer city across from Mary Queen of Vietnam Church. 

“They still haven’t fixed it,” Carr said.
An emergency cut off switch for the air conditioner had been left underneath one home-on-wheels and now was walled off by a metal skirt. A safety code violation. It was supposed to have been moved to an easily accessible outside wall, same as the others.
Christian Science Monitor: Funds For Iraq Run Low
The $20 billion the US gave for reconstruction will be exhausted within months
.
By Peter Grier, Staff writer of The Christian Science Monitor
WASHINGTON -- Time and money are running out on the US-directed reconstruction effort in Iraq.
The main conduit for American rebuilding aid - the Iraq Relief and Reconstruction Fund (IRRF) - is scheduled to close at the end of this year.
Almost all the cash Congress has allocated for the fund, some $20 billion in all, has been spent, or will be, in coming months.
Yet many important efforts remain unfinished, for reasons ranging from insurgent attacks to incompetence and contractor corruption. More than 75 percent of oil and gas restoration projects are incomplete, as are 50 percent of electrical and 40 percent of water and sanitation projects, according to the April report of the Special Inspector General for Iraq Reconstruction.
Huntsville Times:Army Corps IDs contractors killed in Iraq by bomb
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers in Huntsville has identified four Engineering and Support Center contractor employees killed in Iraq June 8 by a roadside bomb. 

The victims were Wayne Shultz, 34, from Hervey Bay, Australia; Penaia Vakaotia, 32, from Suva, Fiji; Mikaele Banidawa, 46, from Yalalevu, Fiji; and Vilisoni Guana, 43, from Ono-I-Lau, Fiji. 

The four security specialists were employed by ArmorGroup Iraq, headquartered in London. 
This brings the number of contractor casualties killed under the Coalition Munitions Clearance program since September 2003 to 25, the Army said. 

"Our personnel are highly trained and experienced and are doing a superb job," said Bill Sargent, program manager of the Coalition Munitions Clearance Program, "but it remains a very dangerous mission." 

As of this week, the work force of the Huntsville center's Iraq program comprises 1,067 contract employees, 1,112 workers hired in Iraq and 10 Corps employees. So far, said the Army, they have destroyed more than 450,000 tons of ammunition. 
Atlanta Journal-Constitution: Lake levels dip as wrangling set to continue
Lanier down about 3 feet after releases


By Stacy Shelton, The Atlanta Journal-Constitution
The water woes that hit Atlanta and Forsyth County last weekend are likely to be contagious, state officials and water experts said Monday.
Since the last drought ended in 2002, metro Atlanta has added to its population about 270,000 more people, along with their laundry, lawns and landscaping. So if the region is headed into another drought — and some say we may be — then the spiraling effects of increased demands and rainfall deficits are going to be even more acute.
New York Times: House Approves Funds For Wars And Hurricane Aid
By Robert Pear
WASHINGTON, June 13 — The House of Representatives approved a $94.5 billion emergency spending bill on Tuesday to provide more money for military operations in Iraq and Afghanistan and to finance the recovery of Gulf Coast states battered by hurricanes last year.
The Senate is expected to approve the measure in the next few days, clearing the legislation for President Bush to sign.
House and Senate negotiators reached agreement among themselves and with the White House by reducing disaster assistance to stay within the limit set by Mr. Bush. Still, legislators from Louisiana and other Gulf Coast states praised the final bill, saying it would provide money desperately needed by their constituents to repair damage done by the hurricanes of 2005.
New Orleans Times-Picayune: Cash for Louisiana levees, housing 1 step away from approval
House votes 351-67; Senate gets bill today
 
By Bruce Alpert, Washington bureau 

WASHINGTON -- Congress is one step away from giving final approval to a $94.5 billion spending bill that includes money to upgrade levees and restore Louisiana's hurricane-damaged housing stock. 
The House passed the giant spending bill -- which includes $3.7 billion for levee upgrades and $4.2 billion in Community Development Block Grants to finance the state's Road Home housing recovery program -- by a lopsided 351-67 vote Tuesday. The Senate began debating the bill about five hours after the House action and is expected to vote final passage today.
Los Angeles Times: Judge Bars Big Bear Condos, Cites Harm to Eagles
Jurist orders $1.3-million penalty, saying developer harmed eagle habitat.

By Henry Weinstein, Times Staff Writer

A Los Angeles federal judge has killed a luxury condominium project at Big Bear Lake and fined the developer $1.3 million for violating the federal Clean Water Act.

U.S. District Judge Manuel L. Real said the developer of the Marina Point Project also violated the Endangered Species Act by harming nearby bald eagle habitat. Using unusually strong language in a ruling issued late Monday, Real said the developer "continually exhibited a lack of good faith in complying (or failing to comply) with" the Clean Water Act.
Associated Press: Supreme Court ruling for Georgia doesn't end water wars
PHILLIP RAWLS, Associated Press
MONTGOMERY, Ala. - Georgia's water wars victory at the U.S. Supreme Court doesn't mean the 16-year-old legal battle with Alabama and Florida is anywhere close to an end.
Other legal disputes over the use of water resources shared by the three states are being fought in different courts in Birmingham and Washington, D.C.
On Monday, the Supreme Court rejected an appeal from Alabama and Florida involving increased water distribution for the Atlanta area.
Idaho Statesman: Engineers say 46 miles of dikes need repair

COEUR D'ALENE — A U.S. Army Corps of Engineers survey of dikes holding back the high-flowing Kootenai River has found that 46 miles of dikes have been damaged, with a cost of $1 million per mile to repair.

Engineers on Monday surveyed 80 miles of dikes on both sides of the river that hold back water from thousands of acres of farmland and crops in Boundary County. Already, underground seepage has damaged an estimated $2.5 million worth of crops in the county.

Meteorologists are also predicting the threat of flooding in Bonners Ferry is more severe than first thought, with National Weather Service river forecasts showing the river rising to about 2 feet above the flood mark by Friday.
Cindy Henriksen, a corps spokeswoman in Portland, said the new forecast for higher flows was based on anticipated rainfall from approaching storms, plus possible 
New York Times: Study Finds Huge Fraud in the Wake of Hurricanes 
By Eric Lipton
 WASHINGTON, June 13 — As much as $1.4 billion in government disaster aid to victims of Hurricanes Katrina and Rita — nearly a quarter of the total — went to bogus or undeserving victims, a new Congressional investigation concludes.
It is a scale of abuse that Representative Michael McCaul, Republican of Texas and chairman of the House subcommittee leading the inquiry, said far exceeded even his worst fears, despite months of accumulating evidence that the fraud-prevention system at the Federal Emergency Management Agency was woefully inadequate.
"It is shocking and appalling," Mr. McCaul, a former federal prosecutor, said.
CNN: Season's First Hurricane Warning
BLITZER: Welcome back. I'm Wolf Blitzer in Washington.

Let's get more now on our top story, Tropical Storm Alberto's advance. Right now it's threatening Florida's Gulf Coast with top winds around 70 miles an hour. And as CNN meteorologist Jacqui Jeras just told us at the top of the hour, Alberto could become a hurricane late tonight.

The Florida governor, Jeb Bush, has issued mandatory evacuation orders for low-lying Florida counties. We're standing by for a news conference from the governor of Florida. We'll go there live once he starts to speak.

Meanwhile, let's get a sense of how hurricane preparations are going in New Orleans and elsewhere along the Gulf Coast. Joining us now is Lieutenant General Carl Strock. He's the commander and chief engineer of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.

General, thanks very much for coming in.

Before we get to New Orleans and levees, how ready you are, maybe you are, maybe you're not, what about Florida and this first topical storm -- named storm, Alberto, which could become a hurricane? Are you worried about any Corps of Engineer projects right now in Florida?

LT. GEN. CARL STROCK, U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS: No, I wouldn't say any of our projects. There are really not up in the area where we expect to have landfall. There is some concern about Lake Okeechobee on the part of the some of the locals down there because it's an older dike that was built in the '30s. But we're very confident that Okeechobee can handle any rainfall that might arise from this storm.
Associated Press: FEMA Stockpiles Supplies Ahead of Alberto 
WASHINGTON (AP) -- The nation's disaster response agency said Monday that evacuation buses and truckloads of food, water and ice were standing by for the year's first big tropical storm. But state officials across the Gulf Coast hadn't asked for any immediate help from Washington.
The Federal Emergency Management Agency did not stockpile supplies in Florida because the state ''has indicated that they have the situation well under control,'' said FEMA spokesman Aaron Walker. But he said buses and supplies were ready should Tropical Storm Alberto take a nasty turn into regions still left vulnerable by Hurricane Katrina, including Louisiana, Mississippi and Alabama. Those supplies, warehoused in Louisiana and Alabama, could be sent to Florida if necessary, he said.
Hurricane Aftermath
Associated Press: Gov. Barbour urges Corps and Hancock County to finish Katrina cleanup
BAY ST. LOUIS, Miss. - Gov. Haley Barbour is urging the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and Hancock County leaders to finish removing Hurricane Katrina debris before a June 30 deadline that calls for the county to start footing the cleanup bill.
Meanwhile, Buddy Bynum, a Barbour spokesman, said the governor is pushing to extend the Corps' cleanup deadline in the county.
"We are hopeful that will happen," Bynum said. "Gov. Barbour is aware that debris removal is slower in Hancock County for numerous understandable reasons."
Jackson Clarion-Ledger Editorial: Katrina: Debris cleanup should be made right
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and the Federal Emergency Management Agency should grant an extension for cleaning up debris on the Coast.
FEMA and the Corps from the start have had an unrealistic viewpoint on the clean-up effort. Perhaps it's because no hurricane has ever caused so much damage, or perhaps it's just bureaucracy.
Decatur Daily: High court halts state water suit
By M.J. Ellington, DAILY Staff Writer
MONTGOMERY — Alabama lost a round in its fight to stop a redrawn U.S. Army Corps of Engineers water allocation plan for Alabama, Georgia and Florida. 

The U.S. Supreme Court announced Monday that it will not review arguments in a suit Alabama filed after the Corps negotiated the new plan with officials from Georgia. Officials from Atlanta and northern Georgia say they want to retain more water than the previous plan allows. 

Tulsa World: Sardis Lake: Pay Up: State on hook for big bucks
An appeals court panel says Oklahoma must pay the U.S. millions of dollars for building the lake.
 
DENVER -- The state of Oklahoma owes a debt, previously estimated at $60 million or more, to the federal government for Sardis Lake and its water supply, an appeals court ruled Monday. 

The Army Corps of Engineers built the lake in southeastern Oklahoma under a 1974 contract with the state to provide water for the state to sell to municipalities and industries.
 The state agreed to pay for the construction of the lake north of Clayton in 50 consecutive annual payments and to pay its operating costs. 

New York Times Week In Review: Too Bad Hippocrates Wasn't an Engineer 
By John Schwartz
 IN ancient Babylon, they knew from accountability. Under the Code of Hammurabi, "If a builder build a house for someone, and does not construct it properly, and the house which he built fall in and kill its owner, then that builder shall be put to death." What's more, "If it kill the son of the owner, the son of that builder shall be put to death." 

Engineers these days don't have that worry. Mistakes may carry legal penalties and a measure of shame. The people who die are those who depend on the engineers' work. 

Associated Press: Corps of Engineers working on plan to close MRGO
By Mary Foster, The Associated Press
NEW ORLEANS (AP) — Congress' authorization of money to be spent by the Corps of Engineers to develop a plan to close the Mississippi River Gulf Outlet to deep-draft shipping had environmentalists celebrating this weekend.
It's a first step, and it's a tremendous step," Carlton Dufrechou, executive director of the Lake Pontchartrain Basin Foundation, said Saturday. 

Congress last month authorized $3.5 million to draw up a plan to close the controversial channel, known locally as "Mr. Go", at least to deep-draft shipping.
Associated Press: Rock-Mining Dispute Threatens Road Projects

By CURT ANDERSON, The Associated Press
MIAMI -- Not far from Everglades National Park, slow-moving dump trucks filled with tons of limestone rumble at all hours from rock mines along a strip of former wetlands west of Miami. The "Lake Belt" rock produced from these pits is vital to build roads and make concrete for construction in fast-growing Florida.

Now, the Lake Belt's future is in doubt because of a recent ruling by a federal judge invalidating 10 permits issued for mining on 5,400 acres. U.S. District Judge William Hoeveler said the permits, approved in 2002 by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, contain a "multitude of defects" centering on failure to protect drinking water supplies, wetlands and endangered species such as the wood stork.

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Hoeveler wrote in his 187-page decision in March, "failed to carry out their duty to protect the federal wetlands and protected species . . . from private exploitation."
Associated Press: Northern Idaho residents anxiously watch for flooding
BONNERS FERRY, Idaho -- Boundary County farmers are watching as they lose everything from pink beans to winter wheat to canola to the advancing Kootenai River.
And local officials say the region's flooding may not have peaked yet.
The flooding is the result of a heavy snow pack and last week's extensive thunderstorms in Montana and Canada. The resulting water prompted the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to release a near-record amount of water from Montana's Libby Dam last week, increasing water levels in the Kootenai River. More releases are likely to come.
Farmer Dallas Amoth already has 35 acres of winter wheat crop underwater, and he's losing more each day - a loss he estimates at about $24,000 so far. The loss comes at a time when farmers are already stretched by the high cost of diesel and fertilizer.
Tallahassee Democrat: Water battle rages at border
Environmentalists: Georgia takes too much

By Bruce Ritchie, DEMOCRAT STAFF WRITER 
With a lack of rain across the Southeast, the water dispute between Florida and Georgia over water is starting to heat up. 

Alabama, Florida and Georgia have been battling in court since 1990 over water from the Apalachicola-Chattahoochee-Flint river system. 

Georgia Gov. Sonny Perdue now is saying that federal reservoirs on the Chattahoochee River in his state will be drawn down to their lowest levels in history if the dry weather persists. 

South Florida Sun-Sentinel: Work on Okeechobee dike scheduled to resume soon
By Mike Clary, South Florida Sun-Sentinel

Work to fortify the Herbert Hoover Dike around Lake Okeechobee is expected to resume within the next few weeks after engineers for the contractor and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers came up with a new formula to form a wall being inserted into the levee.

"We are going to try an alternative technique using cement and bentonite," Steve Duba, the Corps' chief of engineering for the Jacksonville division, said Saturday. Work on a 4.6-mile section of the dike near Port Mayaca was halted last month after excess sand in the earthen levee compromised original mixtures and prevented proper hardening of a wall designed to stop leaks in the structure surrounding the 730-square-mile lake.

The $300 million project to reinforce the dike began in January and is expected to take years to complete.

The first-phase contractor, J.E. McAmis, Inc., a California-based firm, has worked with Corps engineers to come up with the proposed fix after several failed attempts to find a usable formula for an impermeable wall in a dike of variable composition.

Bentonite is a clay that expands when wet. 

Miami Herald Editorial: Corps should release flood maps
OUR OPINION: LAKE OKEECHOBEE DIKE BREACHES COULD AFFECT ALL SOUTH FLORIDA

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers recently took the blame for the failure of the New Orleans levees after Hurricane Katrina roared through the Gulf Coast last year. Such refreshing candor is welcome and rare regarding the post-Katrina response debacle. The Corps should be equally candid about the risks posed by the leaky 75-year-old Herbert Hoover Dike that surrounds Lake Okeechobee.
A state-commissioned report recently raised serious concerns about the integrity of the the dike, which is slated for major improvements in future, though it's not clear exactly when. The Corps agrees that the dike leaks, but believes the earthen dam will hold during a storm as long as the lake's water level is below 14 feet. Engineers can control the lake level but not the weather. All bets are off if we have a particularly wet period that includes strong hurricanes bearing heavy water loads.
New York Times: 100-Ton Symbols of a Recovery Still Suspended 
By Dan Barry
 BAYOU LA BATRE, Ala., June 7 — To understand a little about this small crustacean of a city nine months after Hurricane Katrina, you have to accept a counterintuitive concept: Boats in the trees.
About two dozen shrimp vessels, some of them 80 feet long and weighing more than 100 tons, list in suspended state amid scrub oak and pine, many yards from the bayou where they belong. Removed from the blue and shoved into the green, their white masts and rigging rise like bleached treetops in a forest.
New Orleans Times-Picayune: Addition of pumps delayed, corps says
17th Street Canal goal shifted 5 weeks
 
By Sheila Grissett, East Jefferson bureau 

The goal of adding more pumps by Aug. 1 to better drain the 17th Street Canal if new floodgates must be closed against a storm surge this hurricane season has fallen further behind schedule and now isn't expected to occur until Sept. 8, the Army Corps of Engineers confirmed Thursday. 

The five-week delay results primarily from cramped site conditions that are forcing most major pieces of the mammoth project to be done in sequential order, not simultaneously, as was initially envisioned, Col. Lewis Setliff III said. The work includes pile-driving; pump installation; construction of gates, gate housings and engine platforms; and injection of concrete into too-soft canal soil. 

Huntsville Times: 4 contractors working for Army Corps killed in Iraq
Death toll of those with Huntsville center hits 9 
Four contractors working for the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Engineering and Support Center in Huntsville died Thursday in Iraq when their vehicle was struck by a roadside bomb. 

The names of the contractors and their hometowns were not immediately released because their families haven't been notified, according to a Corps of Engineers news release. 

Previously, five contractors were killed in Iraq while working for the Corps of Engineers center in Huntsville; none were from the Huntsville area. Of those, two died in early May, one died in November and two others died in October. 

The Corps of Engineers' operation in Huntsville is the Army's center of expertise in ordnance and explosives, and hires contractors from all over the world. 

The Huntsville center operates the Coalition Munitions Clearing Program that is responsible for receiving, transporting, segregating and destroying captured or any other munitions posing a danger in Iraq, according to a Corps of Engineers news release. 
