UNCLAS

Subject: Ground Precautionary Message (GPM) TACOM Control NO. GPM 06-015, Canister, Chem-Bio, C2A1, NSN 4240-01-361-1319, Part Number 5-3-1520 for the Individual Protection Masks (M40/M42 Series, M45, M48, and MCU 2/(P)

       XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

       X                  "ATTENTION"                      X

       X THIS MESSAGE CONTAINS INFORMATION THAT IS VITAL   X

       X TO THE SAFETY OF ARMY PERSONNEL AND THE OPERATION X

       X        OR MAINTENANCE OF ARMY EQUIPMENT.          X

       XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

References: 

a. TM 3-4240-349-12&P, Technical Manual Operator and Unit Maintenance Manual for Protection Assessment Test System, M41 (NSN: 4240-01-365-8241), 30 November 1999.

b. FM 3-11.4 (MCWP 3-37.2, NTTP 3-11.27, AFTTP(I) 3-2.46), Multi Service Tactics, Techniques, and Procedures for Nuclear Biological, and Chemical (NBC) Protection, June 2003.

1.  Distribution: 

    a. Note this is a GROUND PRECAUTIONARY MESSAGE".  MACOM Commanders will immediately retransmit this message to all subordinate commands/activities within 24 hours of receipt of this message and acknowledge receipt of this message within five working days to Safety Office, Tank-automotive and Armament Command-Rock Island (TACOM-RI), Attn: AMSTA-CS-CZR, Rock Island, IL 61299-7630, e-mail: amsta-cs-czr@ria.army.mil.

    b.  MACOM Commanders will also track and report compliance with this message for all subordinate Commands/Activities to Darrin Moore, DSN 793-2353, COM (309)782-2353, email address: darrin.moore1@us.army.mil not later than (NLT) 1 year from date of this message.

2.  Problem Discussion:

    a. Summary:  Investigation has determined that a minimal number of C2A1s that should have been rejected for exceeding the maximum allowable airflow resistance or not meeting minimum particulate filtration efficiency requirements were sorted back into production as accepted C2A1s.

    b. Expected results if failure occurs.  Airflow resistance failures could limit the strenuous activity of the user but are not critical defects.  Minimum particulate filtration efficiency failures are a critical defect.  The failed canisters will provide protection against vapor (gaseous) challenges, but may provide suboptimal protection against a particulate (aerosols, biological, nuclear) challenges, depending on the magnitude of the defect and particle exposures and concentrations in the field.

3.  User Actions:  Users shall discontinue using C2A1 Canisters with lot numbers listed below in any environment suspected of biological, aerosol or nuclear contamination.

    a. The lot numbers of the suspect C2A1 Canisters are listed below:


03J035-021

04A035-033

04D035-045


03J035-022

04A035-034

04E035-046


03J035-023

04A035-035

04E035-047


03K035-024

04A035-036

04E035-048


03K035-025

04B035-037

04F035-049


03K035-026

04B035-038

04F035-050


03K035-027

04B035-039

04F035-051


03L035-028

04C035-040

04G035-052


03L035-029

04C035-041

04G035-053


03M035-030

04C035-042

04H035-054


03M035.031

04D035-043

04H035-055


03M035-032

04D035-044

04J035-056


04J035-057

04L035-065

05B035-072


04J035-058

04L035-066

05C035-073


04J035-059

04L035-067

05C035-074


04K035-061

05A035-068

05C035-075


04K035-062

05A035-069

05C035-076


04K035-063

05A035-070

05E035-077


04L035-064

05B035-071

05E035-078

    b. Category of Maintenance: Operator & Unit level maintenance.

    c. Task or inspection suspense date: Not later than (NLT) one (1) month after receipt of this message, and NLT one (1) month after receipt of any due-ins.

    d. Inspection Procedure: 

    
(1) Users at all levels are to inspect all masks on-hand (stocked, opened and unopened) to determine if they have C2A1 Canisters with the lot numbers listed in this message and will report them to their Nuclear Biological Control (NBC) officers. Any lot with the letter "T" added to the lot number has already been retested and is safe to use. Please note the "T" may not always be adjacent to the lot number on the canister. An example of a tested ("T") canister is shown in the picture at following website: https://aeps2.ria.army.mil/Commodity/soum/tacom_wn/06/tested_cannister.jpg.


(2) NBC officers shall ensure all masks are properly inspected for suspect lot numbers and will insure that they are reported to the Service Point of Contact (POC)

            (a) NBC Officers shall report the following information via 



email to your designated Service(POC): 

        

(i) Lot number(s) of unopened canisters and the 



quantities in each lot;

        

(ii) Unit POC (commercial phone number and e-mail




address);




(iii)  Ship-to address for where replacement C2A1s




will be shipped;

        

(iv) POC (commercial phone number and e-mail address)




if the ship-to address is different from the unit.

     
(3) The Service POCs are:

            (a) The Army POC is Darrin Moore, e-mail 



darrin.moore1@us.army.mil , DSN 793-2353/CML (309)782-2353.   

            (b) The Coast Guard POC is: Mr. Mike Washeleski,


 
MWasheleski@comdt.uscg.mil , (202)267-1102.

            (c) The Air Force POC is: Brian Mitchell, HQ



 AFCESA/CEXR, Brian.Mitchell.ctr@tyndall.af.mil, 



DSN 523-6444, COMM (850)283-6444.

            (d) The Marine Corps POC is: Mr. Walter Miller, CBRN-D MCLC


 
Albany GA, DSN 567-6529, COMM (229)639-6529, 



walter.miller1.ctr@usmc.mil .

            (e) The Navy POC is: Ms. Arlene Griggel, Navy CBR IPE ISEA,



 NSWCCD, Philadelphia, arlene.griggel@navy.mil, 



COMM (215)897-1464.

      (4) The Service POCs will contact the Army POC for replacement instructions. 

(5) Canisters with referenced lot numbers listed above (paragraph 3.a) which have been opened and placed on the mask may ONLY be used for training and mask confidence exercises using CS and CN.  They shall not be used for any training involving live agent or used in an operational environment where exposure to biological, aerosol or nuclear contamination is possible.  Chemical Filter Exchange Criteria per reference b, pages II-23 and II-25 should be adhered to at all times.

e. Contingency Procedures.  On an emergency basis, canisters from affected lots may be used only after conducting a successful fit test using the M41 PATS (reference TM 3-4240-349-12&P). Prior to testing with the M41, careful Preventive Maintenance Checks and Services (PMCS) should be conducted on the mask and canister.  A successful fit test result indicates the mask and canister system is providing proper protection. If the fit test is failed visually check and adjust mask for proper mask fit and perform a second test. If a second test is failed select another canister and repeat testing until a successful fit test result is achieved.  This procedure should only be used in extreme cases when canisters from unaffected lots are unavailable to support current and near term operations.

    f. Unit Commanders, contact your local TACOM Logistics Assistance Representative (LAR) or your State Surface Maintenance Manager upon receipt of this message for assistance.  For assistance in locating your TACOM LAR, see paragraph 6e.

4.  TACOM/PM actions: 

    a. TACOM-SBC has arranged for accelerated testing and replacement of canisters. 

    b. The predicted get-well date for completing all retesting is October 2006.

5.  Supply Status: 

      a. Each Service POC will determine priority of replacements and provide that priority to the Army POC.  

      b. The Army Source of Supply, A12, will replace all unopened C2A1 containers that have the lot numbers in this message. 

   
c. Shipping instructions will be provided by the Army POC or Item Manager. The Army POC's to contact for replacement are: Equipment Specialist Mr. Darrin Moore, DSN 793-2353, COM (309)782-2353, email: darrin.moore1@us.army.mil; or Item Manager Mr. Doug Vanatta, DSN 793-3053, COM (309)782-3053, email: douglas.e.vanatta@us.army.mil, FAX DSN 793-4651, COM (309) 782-4651.

6.  Points of Contact:

    a. Item Manager:  Doug Vanatta, DSN 793-3053, COM (309)782-3053, email: douglas.e.vanatta@us.army.mil, FAX DSN 793-4651, COM (309) 782-4651.

    b. Equipment Specialist:  Darrin Moore, TACOM-SBC, DSN 793-2353, COM (309) 782-2353, email address: darrin.moore1@us.army.mil.

    c. Technical:  Dale Gustafson, RDECOM/ECBC Engineer, DSN 793-8025, COM (309) 782-8025, email: dale.gustafson@us.army.mil.

    d. Safety Engineering:  Barbara Lasar, TACOM-Rock Island, AMSTA-CS-CZR, DSN 793-1896, COM (309) 782-1896, email: barbara.lasar@us.army.mil.

    e. To find your TACOM Logistics Assistance Representative (LAR), you must be a registered user in the Army Electronic Product Support (AEPS) database.  If you are a registered user click on this link: https://aeps2.ria.army.mil/Services/Lars/Tacom/larmap/LARlocate/larmap.cfm.  Then select the appropriate region; i.e. CONUS, Europe, Far East, and SWA.  Select the location nearest you and click on a name. This will give you a LAR's name, DSN and commercial phone number, email address, and photo.  If you are not a registered user, you can use your DOD PKI Certificate (CAC) card and CAC user ID & password, or through their Army Knowledge Online (AKO), or request access at the public page: https://aeps.ria.army.mil/aepspublic.cfm, click on "Access Request Form" and follow the instructions for obtaining an AEPS userid.  If you don't have access to AEPS, you can also obtain this information by contacting the TACOM Senior Command Representative (SCR) for your area. 

  CONUS-East Region includes all Active Duty, National Guard and Reserve Units in Wisconsin, Illinois, Michigan, Indiana, Ohio, Kentucky, Tennessee, Mississippi, Alabama, Georgia, Florida, South Carolina, North Carolina, Virginia, West Virginia, Maryland, Delaware, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Connecticut, Rhode Island, Massachusetts, New York, New Hampshire, Vermont, Maine and FORSCOM. CONUS-East SCR can be reached at DSN 236-6921, Commercial 910-396-6921.

  CONUS-West Region includes all Active Duty, National Guard and Reserve Units in North Dakota, South Dakota, Minnesota, Nebraska, Iowa, Missouri, Kansas, Oklahoma, Arkansas, Louisiana, Texas, Colorado, New Mexico, Nevada, California (south of San Francisco), Arizona, Utah, Montana, and Wyoming. CONUS-West SCR can be reached at DSN 737-0263, Commercial 254-287-0263.

  Pacific Region includes all Active Duty, National Guard and Reserve Units in Washington, Oregon, Idaho, Alaska, Hawaii, California (north of San Francisco) and Guam, Pacific SCR can be reached at DSN 357-2991, Commercial 253-967-2991

  Europe Region includes all Active Duty, National Guard and Reserve Units in Great Britain, Germany, Belgium, Luxemburg, Italy, Bosnia, Kosovo, and Macedonia.  Europe SCR can be reached at DSN 314-375-3461, Commercial 01149 621-487-3461, in Germany, 0621-487-3461.

  Far East Region includes all Active Duty, National Guard and Reserve Units in Korea, Okinawa, Kwajalein, and Japan.  Far East SCR can be reached at DSN 315-721-7101, commercial 011-82-2-2270-7101.

UNCLAS

