THIS MESSAGE HAS BEEN SENT BY THE PENTAGON TELECOMMUNICATIONS CENTER ON BEHALF OF DA WASHINGTON DC//DAPE-MPE//

SUBJECT: Barracks Utilization Policy Letter

1. References:

    a. Army Regulation 210-50, Housing Management, 03 Oct 05.

    b. Memorandum, Subject: Staff Sergeant (SSG) Barracks Policy, 04 Nov 04.

2. This memorandum reiterates the importance of adherence to the Army s barracks use policy. Recent site visits and studies indicate we are underutilizing barracks living spaces. This under use results in larger than necessary housing allowance bills to be paid by the Army. In effect, the Army is paying twice for Soldier housing, once for construction and maintenance costs, and again when we pay Soldiers to live elsewhere. In today s resourcing environment, these are funds that could be better spent in training and protecting our Soldiers. 

3. Army Regulation (AR) 210-50, Chapter 3 outlines policy regarding Certificates of Nonavailability (CNAs) for single enlisted Soldiers (E1-E5) entitled to Basic Allowance for Housing (BAH) at the w/o dependents rate (paragraphs 3-36 and 3-37). 

a. The current policy states CNAs may only be issued by the Garrison Commander, provided the overall installation occupancy rate for Unaccompanied Personnel Housing (UPH) does not fall below 95% utilization (AR 210-50, paragraph 3-29e), with some exceptions for special circumstances. 

b. Soldiers will be assigned to adequate available UPH upon arrival, or within 12 months of arrival, to ensure full utilization of UPH. 

c. Army policy entitles Staff Sergeants (SSG) and above to receive BAH and reside off-post in the United States. 

d. AR 210-50 does not authorize the development of local policies which dilute the utilization rate or broaden the basis of automatic BAH receipt to ranks below Staff Sergeant (SSG).

4. Army leadership at all levels must look closely at their barracks utilization rate, and ensure 95% occupancy before issuing CNAs. Some barracks spaces may be not recognized as available because they are improperly maintained as storage space, transient rooms, or additional office space. In such cases, we must convert the rooms back to usable living spaces. Leaders should revoke unnecessary CNAs and move Soldiers back into the barracks, if it does not cause undue hardship to the Soldier.

5. The Army G-1 point of contact for this action is MAJ Katrina Parise, G-1 Engineer, DAPE-PRR, at 703-692-5948. 

6. EXPIRATION DATE CANNOT BE DETERMINED.
