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For Immediate Release
July 4, 2006 
Release # 060704-A-7098R-01
AED takes top honors in Combined Forces Command-Afghanistan Fourth of July display
By Mo Ramsey
Afghanistan Engineer District
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
KABUL, Afghanistan – The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Afghanistan Engineer District (AED) walked away with top honors in a Fourth of July display competition held at Camp Eggers here.

The theme of the engineer unit’s display was “the Army Corps of Engineers, committed to an Independent Afghanistan.”  Banners along the display’s walls traced the contributions of the Army Corps of Engineers since before the birth of the United States to AED’s present day reconstruction efforts here.  
Centered on a table within the sheltering walls were three cakes created by AED’s Dining Facility personnel.  The first was a replica of the Liberty Bell complete with its original markings.  According to cake decorator extraordinaire, Staff Sgt. Michael D. Zanin of Fowlerville, Michigan, the cake was fashioned to scale.  It was one third of the size of the original bell.  With icing the cake weighed about 30 pounds. Below the Liberty Bell was another cake representing the Declaration of Independence.  Using food coloring with royal icing, Zanin also created the national of those members of the International Security Assistance Forces as well as the Great Seal of the United States for the second cake in the display which symbolized a coalition for Afghanistan’s independence.  The third cake depicted a raised map of Afghanistan with the Army Corps of Engineers traditional castle emblem along with the words “Building the future today.”  Altogether Zanin figured the cakes total weight at somewhere near 150 pounds.
Chief Warrant Officer 3 Jerry Lane of Plantation, Florida explained to the display’s many visitors the history of the Corps and how it helped develop the United States from before its infancy thru times of war to today’s missions.  
“I especially enjoyed talking with our coalition partners and the Afghans who visited the display,” said Lane.

“They were proud that we recognized the members of the coalition.  We each offered each other a Happy Birthday.”

Sgt. Ted G. Buxton of Howell Michigan, the third member of the creative cake-making trio, estimated the three spent about 300 man-hours working on the cakes.  They baked them mostly at night when the DFAC wasn’t being used.  Zanin used one room to make the flags and provide the finishing touches, he said.  

“We’re just proud to have the chance to honor our country on its 230th Birthday by using the talents we have,” Buxton said.
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Suggested Cutlines:
060703-A-7098R-01 Zanin with icing.jpg  Staff Sgt. Michael D. Zanin creates the Great Seal of the United States for the award-winning Fourth of July display. 
060704-A-7098R-02 Sgt. Ted G. Buxton and drill.jpg  Sgt.Ted G. Buxton inspects his drill before constructing the award-winning display booth.
060704-A-7098R-03 Coalition.jpg  Coalition partners from Turkey pose at the AED award winning Fourth of July booth.

060704-A-7098R-04 Chief Lane and visitors.jpg  Chief Warrant Officer 3 Jerry Lane explains to Afghan visitors to the AED Fourth of July booth how the engineer district and the coalition are committed to an independent Afghanistan. 
060704-A-7661D-01 Cakes.jpg  Cakes representing various aspects of independence were the f0cal point of the Afghanistan engineer District display at Combined Forces Command-Afghanistan’s Fourth of July celebration.
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