Sustainable Project Rating Tool (SPiRiT)

Executive Summary

In April 2000, the Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Army (Installations & Housing) established the Army’s policy of incorporating Sustainable Design and Development (SDD) principles into installation planning and infrastructure projects. This directive also included developing the technical guidance to implement the Army’s SDD policy. 

The U. S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), in coordination with Assistant Chief of Staff for Installation Management (ACSIM), developed SPiRiT, a self-assessment rating tool that will help installations and designers quantify and measure the sustainability of infrastructure plans and projects. The Sustainable Project Rating Tool (SPiRiT), Version 1.4 is now available for application to military construction and repair projects.
The Army’s Sustainable Project Rating Tool is an adaptation of the U. S. Green Building Council’s Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design Building Rating System (LEED) used by industry.  The SPiRiT includes additional rating factors appropriate to military projects and facilities. Projects are rated for sustainability in eight facility categories: Sustainable Sites, Water Efficiency, Energy and Atmosphere, Materials and Resources, Indoor Environmental Quality, Facility Delivery Process, Current Mission, and Future Missions.  Four SPiRiT levels can be achieved based on the total project points earned.

SPiRiT Bronze -- 25 to 34 Points 

SPiRiT Silver -- 35 to 49 Points
SPiRiT Gold -- 50 to 74 Points

SPiRiT Platinum -- 75+ Points
The initial Army goal is for all MACOM and installation projects to achieve a minimum SPiRiT Bronze sustainability rating.  Most projects can reach a Bronze sustainability rating without increased costs while still improving installation sustainability and balancing available resources with customer requirements. Understanding and applying the principles of Sustainable Design and Development and using the SPiRiT rating process to improve day to day decisions and infrastructure projects is a gradual process.  With experience and use, higher SPiRiT rating levels can be achieved.  

For additional SDD-related and SPiRiT information see OACSIM and USACE web-sites at http://www.hqda.army.mil/acsimweb/fd/linksSDD.htm and http://www.cecer.army.mil/sustdesign/
