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COLONEL MCKEON: Ladies and gentlemen, the
Commissioners from the Base Realignment and Closure
Commission.

Thank you very much, ladies and gentlemen, for
welcoming the commissioners from the Base Realignment and
Closure Commission. Commissioners, you"ve just me

people from South Dakota.

(Applause.)

COLONEL MCKEON: Now it is my ur (o}
introduce to you the Shrine of Democ y Chor ich will
sing our National Anthem.

em-.

(Shriners sing The al A )

COLONEL MCKEON: S no pleasure to

introduce the Chairm gnment Commission, Mr.

Skinner, and he wi ing remarks at this time.

CHAI

hank you very much, Jim.
di and ntlemen, the ladies and gentlemen

ies from South Dakota, and maybe a

few as well, thank you very much for coming
and the Commission such a warm welcome. It was
rea y inspiring. Thank you.

(Applause.)
CHAIRMAN SKINNER: Having seen the wonderful,
wonderful fellowship here in South Dakota, | don"t

understand why they call it the Badlands. It appears to be
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the good land, so thank you very much. 1 am Samuel Skinner
and I"m Chairperson for the regional hearing of the Defense
Base Closure and Realignment. 1"m also pleased to be
joined by my fellow Commissioners, Congressman Jim Bilbray
on my right and your left, and on my left, Philip Coyle,

who will be joining me for today"s session.

As this Commission observed in its first
every dollar consumed in redundant, unneces
inappropriately designed or located infr,
dollar not available to provide the
save the marine®s life, provide ions to when the
soldiers fire fight, or fund ces t could ensure
continued dominance of t or seas or on the land.

The Congres armed forces with vast

but not unlimited We have a responsibility to

our nation an women who bring the Army,

Navy, Alr Marine Corps to life to demand the best

possi resources. Congress recognized that

fac orized the Defense Department to prepare a
posa align or close domestic bases. However, that
authoki ion was not a blank check.

The members of this Commission accepted this
challenge and necessity of providing an independent and
fair and equitable assessment and evaluation of the Defense

Department™s proposals and the data and methodology used to
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develop that proposal. We committed to the Congress, to
the President, to the American people that our
deliberations and decisions will be open and transparent,
and that our decision will be based on the criteria set
forth in the enabling statute.

We continue to examine the proposed

recommendations set forth by the Secretary of Defe

May 13th, and measure them against the crit
military value set forth in the law, es
for search/manage and homeland secur
rcise in sterile

we"re not conducting this review

cost accounting. This Commi is ed to

conducting a clear-eyed r. check, that we know will not

only shape our milit ies for decades to come,

fect on our communities and

unities to life.

oid of politics, and the people and
ed by the BRAC proposals would have
ite visits and public hearings a chance to
with direct input on the substance of the
proposals and the methodology and substance behind it.

I would now like to take the opportunity to thank
thousands of involved citizens throughout this country,

especially those in this room, who have already contacted
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the Commission or supported the Commission’s effort, and
shared their thoughts with us and their concerns and their
suggestions about the Defense Department proposals.
Unfortunately, the volume of correspondence we received
makes it impossible for us to respond to each and every

communication. But we want you to know that we rece

it, we appreciate it, and we"re doing everythin

read and evaluate every one of them. We want you

that the public input we received Is no

and taken into consideration, but ev body. i h room
will not have an opportunity to every piece of
correspondence will be made T th ecord as

appropriate.

Today we wil ny from the states of

South Dakota and state"s elected delegation

has been allo time determined by the overall

impact th Department of Defense Closure and

ation -- on their states. The
s have worked closely with their
develop agendas that 1™"m certain will
formation and insight that will make up a
valuable part of our review. We would greatly appreciate
if you would adhere to our time limits. Every voice today
is important.

Let me make a personal observation to all of you
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here. This morning the Commission had the chance to visit
Ellsworth Air Force Base, and it, with all of your elected
officials, the Governor, your two senators and your elected
Congresswoman, and I can assure you that it is, as you well
know, dully impressive. These men and women are doing an
outstanding job in the service of our country. It

demonstrated today by --

(Applause.)
CHAIRMAN SKINNER: This aftern
taking testimony and written informa
we call a certified basis, which.i
BRAC statute. As part of th
including the Secretary

and was asked to sta

this time we can have them all that
ify stand as one, and take that oath and
to duplicate it.
Witnesses sworn by Mr. Daniel Cowhig, Deputy
General Counsel.)
CHAIRMAN SKINNER: All right. The, I think the
first, Jim, | think the introductory testimony and the

quality video is probably the first thing on the schedule.
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Jim, as many of you know is head of the Chamber
of Commerce here in the business community, but he is also
a retired Colonel in the United States Air Force, so we
thank you both for your service not only in the Air Force,
but what you"re doing afterwards, so thank you very much.

COLONEL MCKEON: Thank you, Chairman Skinn

(Applause.)

COLONEL MCKEON: Okay. I thank yo or
applause, but now our two hour block begi s do
want to hear from your again until t end

(Laughter.)

COLONEL MCKEON: inner,

Commissioner Bilbray and I am Jim
McKeon, President an pid City Area Chamber of
Commerce, and a m IIsworth Task Force. On

behalft of Sou come you to the Black Hills of

South Dakota d the ‘home of Ellsworth Air Force Base.

gin, we would like to express our
ation for accepting the monumental task

you. We know it will challenge your

as you go through the remainder of the summer and find you
are asking yourself not only what town am I waking up in,
but why did I not listen to that little voice that

cautioned me about what I was getting into, know that we
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admire you for your service to our country.

It is our pleasure to meet and address you today.
You have seen Ellsworth firsthand, a modern platform from
which the bomber of choice in our ongoing Global War on
Terror engages our presence -- , are presented to you. We
believe you likewise share our sense of frustration

the presentation of such unnecessary challenges.t

community, such as for the matters, and sam

W

matters of the Commission. The last sev

been like working with a kaleidoscop T ever

pictures. While such may be an ing venture In some
circumstances, we have found be onsistent with the

gravity of the national ty de ions being made in

this process. As la ay, data was being

released, and as erely believe that your offer
to communitie present new information to you

over the everal weeks will help to compensate for the

open our message is a Former commander of
Command, General Mike Loh. General Loh is
ce visionary, who told us when Ellsworth became
an Air Combat Command base in the 1990s that the Air Force
will need Ellsworth, a base with great expanses of open
skies and uncongested airspace into 2020 and beyond, but

the Air Force needs the vision to get it there. |1 would
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10

offer that nothing could be more appropriate to you today
as you decide whether Ellsworth will be here in 2020 and
beyond.

Although General Loh was unable to join us in
person due to a medical condition, he has provided this
video for us. A copy of his written testimony alo
his sworn affirmation is being provided for you
consideration.

Commissioners, General Loh.

Wait a minute. Wait a minu (o} at. 1

screwed up. I™m sorry. ideo First. This
tells us a little about our pologies to the
Commission. It was taki
probably trying to f

CHAIRMAN INNER: won"t hold this time
against you,

D NARRATION: We live in a land called South

ry to some. To others, the last

eat country to be met. A land of natural

A place where men carve mountains, and the stars
and stripes and the eagles still fly. Through world wars
and a history of conflict, they heeded the call of a
nation, born from the simple premise that all are created

equal, and that each shares unalienable rights worth
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defending at home and abroad.

From the beaches of Normandy and the jungles of
Vietnam to today"s War on Terrorism in Afghanistan and
Irag, South Dakotans have long served their country and
still do so today surrounded by neighbors who welcome them
home from their service, and in times of tragedy w er

forget. For well over half a century, the Blac

community, this place of proud patriots, ha
Ellsworth Air Force Base and welcomed t
into their hearts and into their hom

In return for this endu

Ellsworth community has serv uni ates Military

with distinction, fulfil missions, hosting the
latest in technologi nd in times of shared
tragedy such as a Rapid City flood that claimed
238 lives iIn personnel provided needed

assistance. in the face of seemingly insurmountable odds.

reasons, which will be explored here
state of South Dakota greeted with sadness

of Defense"s recommended closure of Ellsworth

Today the people of the Black Hills are the power of this
land, undeterred by setback, confident in their future, and
resilient in the cause of freedom and democracy.

Many things may be said as the days turn to weeks

11
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and the months turn to the years ahead, but it will not be
said that South Dakotans have shirked their duty or shied
away from the hard choices that befall those who dare
greatness and who celebrate that which Is best In America.

And so it is in South Dakota, where Ellsworth
stands as a sentinel on the plains with a worldwide
capable of defending our nation®s borders while
simultaneously generating awesome firepower an
international theater of war.

It is said that those who 1

destined to repeat it. On that in December

1941, America learned firsth e concentrating

its defense forces iIn on tens of millions of

dollars invested in i improvement in the past
decade and the mi t of residential or
commercial en worth is uniquely positioned
n our nation®s defense.

ota"s second largest employer,

ce Base has a 65-year history of

int missions capabilities and multiple

and control, jet trainer, helicopters, and ground and
flight training.
Since 1942, nearby Rapid City has provided

unparalleled quality of life to the base"s military
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members, civilian employees, and their families who named
Rapid City one of the nation"s Military Communities of
Excellence. Ellsworth"s 11,183 military, dependent and
civilian employees constitute 18 percent of Rapid City~s
population, creating an annual economic impact of $278
million. However, our grandchildren will not measu e
legacy of this BRAC Commission in dollars and cen
Generations unborn will gauge what we do he

what you decide tomorrow by discerning

In that evaluation, Ellsworth Air Fo B

sense and sound security.

For three generatio
nation. For nearly half
Dakotans have been pr.
defense. Today,
gathered here
could not be with us ‘share a love of freedom and the faith
ill have the insight to not approve
ecommendation to close Ellsworth Air Force
stand ready to exert their energies in
g their love for country and home and friend. We
live in a land called South Dakota.

(End of video.)

COLONEL MCKEON: Hopefully, hopefully your brief

visit to the base and discussions with its airmen and
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civilians accurately depicted that it began its
transformation and modernization long before the concepts
became widely accepted. And as a community so long tied to
the defense of our nation, | am sure that the audience
assembled here, although adamantly opposed to your approval

of the Secretary of Defense®s recommendation to clos

Ellsworth Air Force Base, appreciates your service |
nation.

In a like manner, we are fully
seated as an independent body of exal
involved in the formulation of t

recommendation. As such, we ve y

preliminary analysis of
Secretary released i er his recommendation
were forwarded to odies of data, minutes and
week will establish that

decisions rel

there is from the criteria approved

sures and realignments. We believe
is is a failr process and the credibility
data in your determinations must be above reproach
if rican public is to believe in the integrity of
the BRAC process.
From what you just saw in the video, you should
have an understanding of who we are and the values in which

we believe. Now that you know a little bit about our

14
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community and the values by which we live at this time,
let"s get down to the facts about our reaction to the
Secretary”s decisions. In addition to being adamantly
opposed to your approval of the Secretary of Defense"s
recommendation to close Ellsworth Air Force Base, we are
deeply disappointed in the Department of Defense"s

management in the release of data, records of dis

recommendations proposed to you. We be

likewise, share our sense of frustra
presentation of such unnecessary
such as ours, and for the ma for

Commission.

For the las , again, have been like

a kaleidoscope, a d that earlier when 1 was on
the wrong pag at it. At this time 1 would

again like to introduce the video that the Air Combat

nder of Air Combat Command, General
ided for this Commission.
lease show the General Loh video at this time.
ENERAL LOH (via video): I thank the Commission
for this opportunity to present this statement to the BRAC
Commissioners in Rapid City, South Dakota, supporting
Ellsworth Air Force Base.

Please allow me to introduce myself. 1 am John

15
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Michael Loh, a retired Air Force four-star general. |1
served as the commander of Air Combat Command from its
inception in June 1992, until my retirement from the Air
Force in July 1995. Prior to that, | was the Air Force
Vice Chief of Staff during the first Gulf War, and
commander of Tactical Air Command from March "91 u une

"92.

As commander of Air Combat Command
all of the Air Force"s bombers and bomb
Ellsworth Air Force Base. 1 was res
equipping, and maintaining comba
aircraft and crews for comba
included all of the B-1

I speak tod Commission to retain

Ellsworth Air For B-1 operational base vital to

our nation-"s ense preparedness.

the , just for the record, 1 submit

arily, at my own request, and I am not
in any way for this testimony.
ieve the Pentagon deviated significantly
T the eight BRAC criteria in its recommendation
to close Ellsworth and move all of its B-1 bombers to
another B-1 base. 1 will explain why in a minute, but
first we must understand how valuable our fleet of 67 B-1s

is to our current war fighting needs.

16
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The B-1 bomber is the backbone of the bomber
force. In both Afghanistan and Iraq, the B-1s delivered
more weapons and struck more targets than any other bomber
or fighter by far. In Afghanistan, the B-1 accounted for
40 percent, by weight, of the weapons delivered. In lIraq,
34 percent. No other weapon system came close.

So whatever decisions you make regardi

please do so carefully because you are deali

Force®s number one offensive weapon sys

impact on the Global War on Terror.
Now, when the Ailr Force ir Combat

Command in 1992, it had four B-1 ses, each with

about 24 B-1s. These ba re E orth Air Force Base,

South Dakota, Grand E Base 1n North Dakota,

McConnell Air For as, and Dyess Air Force Base,

Texas. Subse Air Force decisions reduced

the number. o -1s to i1ts current number, 67, and the

number..of B- o0 two bases, Ellsworth and Dyess.

n this brief history because when the Air
ated to two bases in 2001, it violated one of
the i g principles I consistently and scrupulously
followed for long range bomber operations, and that is, do
not operate more than 36 heavy, long range bombers from a
single base. This long-standing principle has a sound

basis. In the case of the B-1, putting more than 36

17
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bombers at one base results iIn a very inefficient
operation. Operational readiness suffers because too many
crews must share too few training ranges and training
airspace; logistics suffers because there®s too little
support infrastructure to handle greatly expanded

maintenance, supply, and transportation needs; and

quality of life suffers because one base cannot
adequately for all the medical, housing, an
our people.

So putting all 67 B-1s at o bas current

plan under BRAC, almost doubles ax m size for a

bomber base and will greatly ese adverse

operational, logistical, problems. 1It"s a
recipe for an unmana on and never-ending
chaos that spells
operational r B-1s.
way presents an unacceptable security
ion provides an inviting target to an
Id render the entire B-1 fleet inoperable
gle weapon.

In addition, having two B-1 bases allows the Air
Force the option of adding more B-1s from inactive status,

as it did just recently, and allows for the introduction of

additional missions at both bases, an important BRAC

18
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criteria not available if Ellsworth is closed.

So as | read the eight BRAC criteria, 1 find that
the Pentagon deviated significantly on six of them in its
recommendation on Ellsworth.

Criteria one concerns the impact of operational

readiness. Closing Ellsworth will decrease the ope

readiness of the B-1 fleet, as | explained earl

Criteria two concerns facilities a al

r
receiving and existing bases. Closing or shu down
forever valuable training airspace 1 he r est U.S.
and aggravates the available tr \es and ailrspace

ini
at the receiving base.
Criteria three s th bility to

accommodate future r losing Ellsworth will

deny the Pentagon ase for future missions iIn an

area that wil nencroached land and airspace

for generati to come.

r concerns cost and manpower.
will not reduce cost or manpower. In the
ing to operate 67 B-1s from a single base will

than operating two B-1 bases at peak efficiency

for each.

Criteria six concerns the economic impact on the
community. Closing Ellsworth will be devastating to the

regional economy. Others will speak to this impact better

19
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than 1.

Criteria seven concerns the ability of the
receiving infrastructure to support the mission. Closing
Ellsworth will cause enormous, long-term infrastructure
problems at the receiving base that will adversely impact
operational readiness of the B-1 fleet.

So, in my opinion, the Pentagon iIn its_.ze

consolidate and reach some perceived quota
closures, picked the wrong base by putti

list. There are many other options td

this questionable move of all B- ingle operating

location whille closing the o worth, that is

located in a region of t ing the capacity for

unencroached military.op far in the future as

the eye can see.

Mr. ma served as the senior

commander of mber erations for our nation. 1 sincerely

ith our most productive bomber fleet
isguided and risky application of the
I urge you to retain Ellsworth Air Force
urgently needed B-1 base and remove it from the
closure list.
Thank you.
(Applause.)

COLONEL MCKEON: Commissioners, to bring another

20
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personal face to the powerful testimony General Loh has
provided to you, 1 present to you Air Force Lieutenant
General Thad Wolfe, retired. General Wolfe commanded the
509th Bomb Wing and its FB-111. He also commanded
Ellsworth®"s Strategic Warfare Center from 1990 to 1992,
with its three wings of B-1Bs, KC-135s, EC-135s, B-

T-38s and UH-1s flying missions, as well as the_.4

Strategic Missile Wing as an associate unit. Gen

concluded his career as Vice Commander of Ai
Command from 1993 to 1996 with a vas arigty bases and
weapon symptoms assigned.

General Wolfe.

GENERAL WOLFE: you the opportunity to

present this stateme e proposed closure of

ensated for my appearance here today.

oday because | am concerned about the

s Jim said, 1 served at Ellsworth in 1990 as a
commander of what was then called the Strategic Warfare
Center, and I was a senior commander at the base. Later
from 1992 through 1995 - how soon we forget, it could have

been "93 - 1 served as Vice commander of Air Combat
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Command, overseeing the operations of Ellsworth along with
about 30 other bases. 1 worked directly for General Loh,
who"s statement you have just heard. He is widely
respected for his intellect, pragmatism, and his advocacy
for good analysis. His thoughtful comments should be

helpful to you.

My solle purpose today is to provide this
with information and insights that may also
some difficult decisions. In the end,
that the Commission should recommend
a B-1 operational base for its c
value, for security reasons
consolidation of all B-1
unique hedge against evo ission requirements in
uncertain times.

rt my conclusion in terms of

my doubts abo ir Force closure

recommend

omething we all seem to agree on.

rees on the viability of the B-1. That

closing Ellsworth. The B-1 will undoubtedly beat
its life expectancy and will have new technology inserted
to extend its service life and its effectiveness as a
weapon system.

But military value takes more than just the

22
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weapon system. What ads to the B-1 operational
effectiveness may be unique to this region because of
Ellsworth™s remarkable proximity to uncrowded and quickly
accessible ailrspace and ranges, sparsely populated and
diverse terrain, proximity to other training areas nearby
for joint and combined operations, and Finally to ize

infrastructure. Ellsworth is literally a new bas

So how did Ellsworth end up on the
I am not sure, but let me offer some th
Ellsworth has been a well-kept secre
kept. As our Air Force, our Maj mands and our
Unified Combatant Commands h ange including
resubordination of units r peo in decision-making

roles have long-term t into some unique and

valuable aspects What 1 am referring to, in
ronment 1 just mentioned, is
the close .ael between Rapid City, the State, the
1on, and tribal entities in the area.
I say th erscore my concern that when it comes time
nts about Ellsworth, the forced decision

bet osing one or other of the B-1 bases, during that
decision the judges lacked the more rounded insight
required to make the best decisions combining objective
data and subjective judgments.

Now that you have spent even a day here and on
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the base, you may also share my concern as former commander
of Ellsworth and later overseeing ACC bases, that the Air
Force and OSD decision lacks an appreciation of just what
this enduring civil-military relationship between base and
community has provided, provided to the military success of
Ellsworth and the Air Force, and would continue to b
the future an aspect not quantifiable within DO
calls. While you"ll hear more about this i
someone who led the airmen at Ellsworth
consider what that relationship has
quality of life and quality of s
significant elements of mili

indirectly at Ellsworth.

As you noti orth is one of the best
he Air Force inventory. For
sing units, including many
improving the quality of life for
icers and their families. These were
ombined commitment of the base, the Air
nspeople, the Governor, and the Congressional
over time.

The same is true for vast infrastructure
improvements. In fact, the infrastructure is newer, more

modern and in better shape than most bases not on the

closure list, and I"m not sure the data reflects the most

24
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recent upgrades.

The partnership extends to such vital elements as
continued community support for combat competitions that
enhance military value - although most of the competition
today is with the enemy on the battlefield - and support
for our people increasingly placed in harm®"s way i

Global War on Terrorism. It also extends to open

information flow between the Governor®s offi

Ellsworth when plans, policies and acti ect

the other, shared insights In enviro

valuable to state and base, regu unities to

exchange cultural insights wi e Lakata Sioux,
efficiencies in medical roug xchange of patients
and equipment betweensth medical facility and

the VA hospitals and an open and rational

relationship epresenting many Ellsworth

employees,. a rong ogram to support the hiring with

skill individuals with special challenges,
and most accessible forests, mountains and

er ions that draw vast numbers to the Black Hills
and nding area. Young people who serve here want to

stay or return.
Well, the list could go on, but the real point is
that there is a flaw, it seems to me, in the BRAC

assessment criteria and process that fails to capture and
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consider vital subjective factors such as these that
contribute directly to the success of our air crews and
support personnel; so it is left to the Commission to
overlay their judgment onto the 0OSD analysis.

I have additional concerns with closing Ellsworth
with its adverse affect on our nation®s security and ure

flexibility of our Air Force. 1 share General

that consolidation of B-1s at one base will
measurable adverse impact on readiness
effectiveness of the B-1 fleet. For

Ellsworth®s B-1s regularly outsc e peers iIn

readiness measurements in la rt d to factors unique

to this region and this ot unkike the partnership 1

Jjust spoke of moment lying environment. Due
Isworth has proven to be the

wn and crew training, and |

urge you ess differences between the B-1

er concern about the data used to justify
rth, 1 believe that the assessors erred when
the Lancer military operating area with the
Powder River complex literally overhead here. 1t is not
clear that they looked at the qualitative value of the
training available, but appeared to score primarily the

distance to and number of entry points of each range
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complex. Those data are interesting, but not compelling
when looking at overall training value.

I also believe BRAC is dealing with an incomplete
view of future missions and Ellsworth®s role and value
therein. Important command missions are changing rapidly

while the BRAC process is underway. New missions |

global strike, information operation,

intelligence/surveillance and reconnaissance; mis
defense, support to civil authority, an broad
homeland security arena, and again j bread d
defense to include maritime and su illance, they are
rapidly emerging.

And again, 1 the context this way: You

omeland

realize that Ellswor te to Air Combat

Command; Air Comb turn, is a component to

several comba hat rely on capabilities at

Ellsworth A also provides forces to the Strategic

Comma in Omaha, US Northern Command

hea olorado Springs, and Joint Forces Command
Norf , d also through Joints Forces Command to other

regi ombatant commands around the world.

The point is that each of these supported
commands has evolving missions that would use the kind of
capabilities at or potentially resident at Ellsworth if it

were tasked. There is no base in the central region better
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positioned to do that.

All of those evolving missions will require
forces, synchronization, training, exercises, and
education. To further complicate it, DOD is transforming
to joint Ffunctional component commands wherein service

forces can work for anybody, anyplace, at any time.

is occurring as the U.S. is pulling back from over
stations reducing forward-based forces. Th
additional premiums on bases in the U.S

believe that the BRAC process has be cap 1ving

this adequate ailring because the e re ongoing right

now, and some are anticipate

Well, with thes ving sions, factors which

should be further co e Ellsworth™s potential

ion technology and net-centric nature

of c is changing to this model today, which
somewhat counter to closing of high value
base i Ellsworth. Our response to the Global War on

Terrorism should consider Ellsworth for potential,
conventional ICBMS, unmanned air vehicles, as | mentioned
earlier, and perhaps even unmanned combat air vehicles,

taking advantage again of the special airspace and ranges
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as far as population and existing infrastructure.
Redundant somewhat to that, NORAD and U.S.
Northern Command may have potential for Ellsworth in
maintaining, training with and operating UAVs for
surveillance of our borders.
Again, this list could go on, but it is

illustrative and not exhaustive. It points out.t

resolving Ellsworth®s capabilities due to a
priori decision to consolidate the flee
proposition, to say the least. Our
appeared to recognize this when } d 1ts decision
regarding keeping a strategi ence e upper
Midwest. As you may kno swor military value

scores ranked first e eight mission areas,

and second in the The solution to both of these

is to recogni redundancy and operational
effectiveness ly too important to sacrifice on the
n and budget cuts. Both are solved by
from the list, preserving the dual B-1
working with due diligence to expand
S miIsSsions.

Napoleon once said that in combat, the moral 1is
to the physical, as three is to one. Well, the combination

of the superior training environment, young people who want

to serve here, and the enduring positive civil-military
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relationship have added uniquely to the dominant value of
the moral component of military effectiveness at Ellsworth.
It shows in combat today, and it promises to do so even
more dramatically in the future.

We are counting on your roll as Commissioners to

be the adequately empowered authority capable of j

some of the judgments that have been made in th

date. That is what 1 very respectfully ask yo
removing Ellsworth from the BRAC closur t.
Thank you, and good luck as u exec
awesome responsibility.
(Applause.)

COLONEL MCKEON: k you eneral Wolfe.

Now, before re specifics of our

preliminary analy like to provide you with a
little more i my Alr Force career
experienc

il 1989, 1 was commander of the 11th

Stra esponsible for flying operations of the
opea r Task Force at RAF Fairford in the U.K,
the to Spain and Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. 1In 1989, 1

stood up and was wing commander of the 99th Strategic
Weapons Wing here at Ellsworth Air Force Base, a wing
unique in that from Ellsworth it trained crews from B-52s,

B-1s, FB-111s, and KC-135 aircraft. And finally, | served
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as Chief of Staff of the Warfare Center under General
Wolfe.

As to some of our specific analysis to date, a
close examination of the comparative military value
rankings among the three bases in north central U.S., where

the Air Force has stated they plan to maintain a s

presence, Ellsworth ranked Ffirst in six of the

functional categories. Ellsworth is clearl

retained.

llsworth®s infrastructure is

categorized in the data used in the
se Ellsworth. Clear examples are the

age of Facilities and aircraft parking

IIsworth®"s rating on current and future mission
capability is undervalued by a misconstructed metric
measuring access and use of the primary aerial training
range managed by Ellsworth.

Consistent with General Loh"s assessment of the
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ability of a single B-1 base to maintain a satisfactory or
higher aircraft mission capable rate, the Air Force
substantially deviated from Military Value Criteria #1 iIn
recommending the consolidation of Ellsworth"s consistently
higher rated B-1 operations at a base that maintained a
lesser operational readiness rate, thereby impactin

training, readiness and war fighting.

The Air Force substantially deviat
Military Value Criteria #2, in that the
of Ellsworth will relocate the B-1B
constitutes 82 percent of the us
adjacent airspace, called th

military operating airsp ea, base at least two

hours flight time aw ither increasing
ission effectiveness.
ntially deviated from
Military Criteria #3 In that the reduced use of the
Powder. either increase the cost of
ssions flown from out of the area, or

abandoned for use by future total force

IT the Secretary®s recommended closure of
Ellsworth is approved, General Loh"s assessment of the loss
of valuable training ailrspace constitutes substantial

deviation from Military Value Criteria #3 regarding use of
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the Powder River MOA. [If, on the other hand, the Powder
River MOA is not closed, it is difficult - if not
impossible - to understand how Ellsworth scored low with
respect to access to the Powder River MOA.

The Air Force substantially deviated from

Military Value Criteria #4, in that the cost to opek the

entire B-1 fleet will exceed the cost of maintain
bases, each of which has the capacity to ac
forced bed downs.

The Ailr Force substantially

Military Value Criteria #6, three bases in

the north central U.S. consi ategic presence

retention, the recommend Ellsworth will
eliminate the most hi e for realigning tanker
uture forced missions such as
commander control,
intelligence nce and reconnaissance, C2ISR, or

as the airborne laser.

orce substantially deviated from

itary Va Number #6, in that of the three bases in the
nor ral U.S. considered for strategic presence
retention, the recommended closure of Ellsworth will more
severely impact the existing community and its vicinity

than the one being recommended for retention for an

emerging mission.
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The Air Force substantially deviated from
Military Value Criteria #7, iIn that the recommended closure
of Ellsworth will relocate B-1B assets to a base that has a
lesser current plant replacement value, and will have a
lesser infrastructure and overall capacity even after the
more than $100 million required facility projects

constructed.

Commissioners, | would now like to
you Air Force Colonel Pat McElgunn, ret
Ellsworth from 1989 to 1994, and com
security group in the Strategic After 27
years of service, he joined irector of our
Ellsworth Task Force.

Mr. Pat McEIl

(Applaus
COLO hairman Skinner, Commissioner

Bilbray, d mmissioner Coyle, on behalf of the Ellsworth

Task FEerce, you to the military support community
of

began to analyze the data and the minutes
and cisions the Secretary had used in the preparation

of his recommendations, we became concerned about the
integrity and the clarity of the data. We were also
concerned about the unprecedented withholding of

information used in determining which bases should close.
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I testify here today with a conviction that from what we
have seen to date, the Air Force"s recommendations to the
Secretary regarding Ellsworth are not based on accurate
information and substantially deviate from the BRAC 2005
criteria.

You have heard a number of specific citatig

basic imperative and applied it to the B-1B

thereby violating the basic principle o

properly considered i competition with bases
in our central U. ilar evaluations in this
region”s base dling heavy aircraft.

me _exampl of Ellsworth"s military value iIn

advantages are best characterized by

eas cess to ranges in the upper Midwest; and
term ir flight, ranges in Utah and Nevada, low
dens r traffic, unconstrained airspace. This 1Is

flyover country - we understand that - and excellent flying
weather provides ideal conditions for DOD, and in addition,
they can add in multiple missions.

We are at the geographical center of the United
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States iIn certain terms. We are in an ideal location for
global strike missions from Ellsworth. The Air Force
perceives that that is an evolving responsibility that they
have to be able to launch those missions from the central
United States.

We obviously are also positioned to have &

operation we face today. We also have the
advantages of being distant from the co
being well within the evolving natio

umbrella.

. “We do not have

We have a low densi

the probability of high prawl that we are

seeing in large metr where the Air Force is

currently positio
hat Ellsworth has operational
ideal base for the 21st century,
accurately described. In terms of
ability, we have a 65-year history of
tiple aircraft systems including bombers,
ommand and control, jet trainers, helicopters,
and ground and flight missions.

As recently as 1990, Ellsworth housed the
Strategic Warfare Center that General Wolfe described to

you. We have four wings with 7,300 personnel assigned
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here. We have the capacity. Ellsworth is better
positioned today to support those missions due to its
comprehensive facilities modernizations. Our delegation
has worked diligently for the last decade plus to modernize
Ellsworth®"s facilities. We have space available for

operations, maintenance and support: 230,000 square ds

docks; 100,000 square feet in a single arch
one of very few that are left in the Unit
oversized aircraft capable of handli two. 74 a he same

time; 99,000 square feet of admi at space; and

20,000 square feet of mainte ort space. A

flight line dock can als iple joint base
options for future m ned atmospheric

platforms.

In t of ped and suitable

characterize pace terms of environmental issues,
Ellsw cres of land, which can be developed
ort period of time due to the aggressive

vironmental shop on the base in the last two

And last in this arena, Ellsworth®"s mil-con and
airfield infrastructure do not present major funding
requirements in the Air Force®"s FY06 Unfunded Priority

List.
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In terms of future missions, referring to the Air
Force®s Transformation Flight Plan, that infrastructure 1
Jjust described to you makes an ideal base for both active
duty, guard or reserve missions. Ellsworth can support
national guard initiatives, and reserve component

footprints can be placed within the base itself wi

only on the

pre-911 period, we have the cap

base, but also in the arena tern u Dakota, the

Guernsey range in Wyomin condu significant large

sized blended operati , reserve and active

duty.
Our f we have a modern in-place

base, i1t es not ne to be built. You®ve heard it

at"s less than 20 years of age in
as been rebuilt in the last decade or
. Significant improvements were made to it in
to mid 1980s to bed down the B-1 platform. Today
Ellsworth is a platform, as described, that does the heavy
lifting in AEF cycles, the B-1 bombers rotation out on high
demand. Their troops, their air crews perform flawlessly.

As described by General Loh, they deliver the lion"s share
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of the ordinance when called upon. They are the weapon of
choice for CENTCOM in terms of being the linebacker when
the troops on the ground need support.

In 2001, Ellsworth was rated as one of the five
top Air Force bases for the bed down of Global Hawk

Mission, and subsequent infrastructure improvements

enhanced this for future manned or unmanned aeria
capabilities. Overall, the last decade or
an investment of an excess of $150 milli
infrastructure and into its quality

The majority of the wor Ellsworth, you

probably heard this morning, tes rks on a daily
basis in structures that een ilt since 1985, and
with approval of $14 mi FYO7 budget with

aggressive manage by the base"s military

housing offic on Ellsworth will live in a

military mi house less than 20 years of age.

s of the problems that the services
family housing in today®s constrained
ment. On a daily basis you can see that
has the lowest utility rates in the Air Combat
Command; some of the most reliable and extremely
cost-effective electric power generated at 50 percent of
the commercial rates. The base upgraded its internal

electrical system in the "90s, similar savings in natural
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gas requirements, and they have long-term water rights and
agreements with the City of Rapid City at reasonable rates.
Ellsworth™s waste-water treatment plant is operating at
about half of its capacity. It has the potential to
obviously handle another similar load, but is also being
upgraded as we go through this particular budget cyeg

The bottom line overall in terms of EI

its infrastructure and facilities is that i s a
cost-efficient base, it Is an efficient s a
proven record of being able to gener comba orties out
of Ellsworth into the theaters t re most concern to
our nation today.

Thank you.

(Applause.)

COLONEL k you, Colonel McElgunn.

Commi

Id now like you to hear from

our Rapid Mayor, Jim Shaw, who will speak to you on

behal ayors throughout the Black Hills, and
other government leaders in South Dakota.
Applause.)
AYOR SHAW: Commissioners, we welcome you here
to Rapid City, the Black Hills, and to this great hall, the
Rushmore Plaza Civic Center, and being greeted, of course,

by nearly 10,000 of our citizens from throughout the

region, and especially here in Rapid City.
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Our community, and that includes Rapid City, but
the broader Black Hills area, and really all of South
Dakota, have a long and well-established history of both
supporting and embracing our nation®"s military services.
For over 60 years, we have supported Ellsworth"s many and

varied missions. Throughout World War 11, Korea, V

the Cold War, and the Gulf Wars, including a 12,00
mile intercontinental ballistic missile fTie
western South Dakota.

Since 911, we have supporte
family needs during their repeat

ents In support

of operations in Afghanistan raq-. nd” in a similar

manner, we have seen our s Na al Guard units

mobilized with many n Afghanistan and lIraq.
In my po ion or, as someone who has the
privilege of na as iating with Ellsworth®"s B-1B

crew members, can 11 you those who train to fight from

rave about our uncongested skies and

the ess, as you have been hearing this
erno the Powder River military operating area.
The nt military utility Ellsworth offers air crews,

maintainers and support personnel is being continually
demonstrated by the B-1B squadron®s skilled crews
delivering precision weapons and tremendous Ffirepower for

Central Command®"s missions over Afghanistan and lraq.
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In another area of base support as a community,
we addressed the issue of encroaching development near
Ellsworth Air Force Base in the 1990s, and took the
unprecedented initiative costing multi-millions of dollars
to relocate an entire interstate highway interchange and

build a new Five lane base access road to the main

Ellsworth. Now, as a result of this initiative
development that could have been an encroac
instead is not. Development has been dr.
area, and property and acreages have in that
accident prevention potential zo re 1ts longevity.
In that same area o ern, can assure you
that we have few, if any ects suffering the

congestion and urban limiting the

her bases, some located

gh to explosive growth areas

r important factor in the overall
ention of military personnel, our

close attention to the quality of life

hem, and most importantly, their families. Such
categories as best public schools, spousal employment
opportunities, and middle-class living standard have stood
out from the rest, and when combined with the quality

housing and access to both national and state parks nearby,
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military families Fflourish here. 1In fact, a 2004 survey by
Expansion Management Magazine rated the overall quality of
life afforded to those who live in the Rapid City community
to be in the top 25 percent of 60 military support

communities evaluated.

of being nationally recognized as one of th
livable states in terms of 44 evaluatio

Commissioners, we are convi

capability. And fur
and 1ts missions
policy decisi

will continue to embrace its people as integral members of

our Congressional Delegation will be

osing, please allow me to commend each of
alt of the citizens of Rapid City and the Black
Hills area. We appreciate the great challenges and the
huge job that you have as Commissioners. We believe when
you have evaluated the Secretary"s recommendation to close

Ellsworth, you will find the counterpoints that we have
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offered and will offer here this afternoon in the testimony

of experienced officials and military leaders to prevail.
As we say, we truly and sincerely believe America needs
Ellsworth Air Force Base.
Thank you for this opportunity.
(Applause.)
COLONEL MCKEON: Thank you, Mayor Shaw
We"l1l now go into a lengthy introd ion
Congressional Delegation. Actually, th e e
so here without further ado is our senior sen r

South Dakota, Senator Tim Johnso

(Applause.)

SENATOR JOHNSON: 1, th you. 1°d like to

welcome Chairman Ski ner Bilbray and
Commissioner Coyl 0 Seuth kota, and to thank them for
theilr service e se lignment and Closure

Commissio know ch”of you will give careful and

thoug i ion to the arguments presented today
sworth Air Force Base.

Iso like to recognize the Ellsworth Task
Rapid City and Box Elder communities, the men
and women stationed at Ellsworth. Your steadfast
dedication, patriotism and support for Ellsworth has

strengthened America.

This morning | had the opportunity to join the
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Commissioners in touring Ellsworth Air Force Base, and we
saw Firsthand that it is an unparalleled and world class
military installation that is uniquely qualified to bed
down the B-1 bomber fleet. Ellsworth is physically not the
same Air Force Base that it was a decade or more ago. In

an age of ever changing and emerging threats, it wa

imperative to upgrade the facilities at Ellsworth

to confront the new enemies of the 21st centdry.
question, we have succeeded.

The challenge to transform sworth S
necessary given our military”s iance on the B-1
bomber in defending our coun <. The bomber was first
used in combat during Op Des Fox in December of
1998. In recent year. and their crews proved

their combat valu fghanistan and Iraq. In

dom, B-1s flew fewer than 2

fact, in Oper

combat sorties, but dropped more than half
ed munitions. They showed great

ere assigned a broad range of targets in
g command and control facilities, bunkers,

ored personnel carriers, and surface-to-missile
sites. They also demonstrated the ability to linger for

many hours over the battlefield, and to provide close air
support for U.S. forces engaged in the field.

Clearly, the B-1 bomber has proven it is the
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backbone of our bomber fleet. To ensure that its mission
was not compromised and to maintain operational
efficiencies and readiness, the South Dakota Congressional
Delegation secured funding necessary for substantial
upgrades to the base®s infrastructure. As a result, today
Ellsworth is a top-notch, modern, high-tech facili
without equal among military installations in Anmer
In the past decade, we have secure
million that has been invested in Ellsw
infrastructure. This includes fundi
simulator facility for B-1 crews e an outdated
facility allowing aviators a to i oved training
methods. A new operatio ter the 37th Bomb

Squadron was built to perations that had

previously been h e separate locations.

Erected in cl ro the new headquarters of the

77th Bomb Squadron and to the flight line, it has enhanced
and productivity.

members must have access to the

ced training systems available, it is equally
impo to provide a good quality of life to the men and
women who serve Ellsworth and who serve America. The
dilapidated family housing units have been replaced with

military housing that ranks among the best in America. In

addition, a new library and education center have been
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built, while the McRaven Child Development Center has been
remodeled and expanded. These improvements have made
Ellsworth one of the most family friendly and desirable
bases for military personnel and their loved ones anywhere.
Finally, Ellsworth is strategically located with
good access to training ranges and potential for grg
Ellsworth has strong community support and does.no
the urban encroachment issues that confront

other military installations. Rather t

Ellsworth has, without a doubt, demo rat t 1t is our

nation®s premier bomber base, an we positioned to

receive additional missions.
The entire stat ota is proud of
Ellsworth and the me tioned there for their

The B-1s that call

sworth and stationing all our bombers
on without carefully considering the
consequences will impair our ability to protect
agail reats at home and abroad.

Thank you for taking our thoughts here today into
very careful consideration. Thank you.

(Applause.)

COLONEL MCKEON: Thank you, Senator Johnson.
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Next, 1 would like to introduce Senator John
Thune.

(Applause.)

SENATOR THUNE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman, members
of the Commission. Thank you for coming today. Welcome to
Rapid City and the Black Hills.

As a member of the Senate Armed Services

Committee, 1 know that you and your fellow
will bear a great responsibility in the
Commissioners, your decisions will di
safety and security of all Ameri

The B-1 bomber, as ckbone, of our nation®s
bomber force, plays a cri our War on Terror.
The question before is this: Does it make
military sense to tire B-1 fleet in a single

location? Me C Commission, we believe the

answer is_cle further consolidation of the B-1s

e and unnecessary security risk, and

oposal to do so should be rejected by this

et"s take a look at the risks and the dangers of
the Pentagon®s proposal. As General Loh and General Wolfe
explained, putting all of our B-1s in a single location
would make our B-1 Ffleet unnecessarily vulnerable.

First, as we have so painfully learned, military
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installations are not immune from attack. We should never
forget about the short-sightedness we had as a nation
before Pearl Harbor. We might dismiss that as some past
distant war from another place in another time, not really

applicable to today"s threats, but it is.

We were reminded of this on September 11t )
Al Qaeda attacked the Pentagon itself with tragic ‘te
And there were also reports that the terrorists h
targeted other military installations b Septemb
11th.

With the terrorists cle e on targeting our
military assets and their wi ess use unconventional
weapons, we should make i der, easier, to destroy

or immobilize our Fl ut the Pentagon®s

proposal would cr ibility —-
(App -)
NATOR THU But the Pentagon®s proposal would

creat ep i that a single terrorist attack could

r e re B-1 fleet or all of the B-1 pilots and

econd, the risk of natural disasters is a
constant reminder that we shouldn®t put all our B-1 assets
in a single location, particularly one located in the heart
of tornado alley. We simply cannot afford to risk —-

(Applause.)
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SENATOR THUNE: We simply cannot afford to risk
our nation®"s security on the whims of a single deadly
tornado that could destroy or damage our entire B-1 fleet.
The tornado you see on the screen came within 1,000 feet of
the runway of McConnell Air Force Base in Wichita, Kansas.

The Air Force is good, but they can®"t control the we

Third, we can®t afford to look only at_tf
as it is now. Instead, we have to look at em
threats that our nation will face 10 to ears. T
This Is not as easy as it sounds. F the a ending
of the Cold War to the events of em 11th, 1t 1s

orld, f

clear that we live in an unc w I of surprises.

We must learn from our hi - A ugh the Soviet Union

is gone, countries h Korea, and lran either
have nuclear weap tively developing them.
What"s more, the means to deliver those
weapons by. 1o range ballistic missiles.

all this is that the threats we
ill continue to change, and to respond to
need to maintain or iIncrease our
reduce it. |If the Pentagon is allowed to
close Ellsworth, it will be difficult or impossible to
reopen it If we are once again surprised by the unexpected.

The statements by General Loh and General Wolfe

that we should not over consolidate our B-1 fleet makes
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perfect sense. It is also supported by sound military
principle.

The Department of Defense itself has stated, if
you look at the screen, in its National Defense Strategy
Report issued just three months ago, that we should be

guided by the goal of "developing greater flexibilit

overly concentrating military forces in a f
(Applause.)
SENATOR THUNE: Similarly, DOD. has,stated, if

you look at the screen again, th ey ed "'secure

dancy."

value is clear even

nder the Pentagon®s plan: McConnell,

ill. Among the three bases in North and

mission evaluation categories, with the other bases scoring
first in only one category each. The surge capacity of
Ellsworth is unmistakable.

We Ffully understand that one of the purposes of
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this BRAC round is to save money, but we should not do so
at the expense of our nation"s security. With the
ever-changing threats that we face in this century, we
simply cannot take the chance of closing Ellsworth. If we
eliminate this base, it cannot be easily replaced later.

Members of the Commission, we are all here

urging you to take Ellsworth off the Pentagon®s
closure list. Obviously, Ellsworth is criti

to our state, but it is even more Impor

and to our national defense. Ellswo class

base with a critical mission in Terror, both now

and in the future. As a nati annot afford to
lose it.
Thank you.
(Applaus
CoLO CK : nk you. Thank you very much.

d Xt we have Representative Stephanie

ATIVE HERSETH: Mr. Chairman,
ting hed Commissioners, members of the Commission
sta nk you for your time today and for your
consideration in the weeks ahead.
As Senator Johnson discussed, and as you
undoubtedly noticed in your tour this morning, Ellsworth

has been transformed from a base of the past to a modern
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base of the future. 1t has served and can continue to
serve the existing B-1 mission extremely well; a mission
that should not be fully consolidated into one location for
the reasons that Generals Loh and Wolfe, and Senator Thune
have set forth. As we in Congress work to transform our
nation®s military, there"s no doubt that Ellsworth i so

uniquely positioned to serve as an exceptional

emerging missions.

Now, you"ve heard earlier testi
these emerging missions, so allow me
transformation of the Air Force i underway, and
while we have some good gues to t the Ailr Force
will look like in 2025, ne any absolute

certainty about how ill look in the future,

ironment for our national
th is one of the few bases
with the ity to accept the emerging missions
oped and deployed, and it is well
rate virtually any defense platform
he military in the future.
ecause of Ellsworth®s existing infrastructure
and airspace quality, the Air Force has already recognized
it as a base well positioned to handle various emerging
missions, and that makes Ellsworth an extremely important

aspect to our nation"s military in the years to come.
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For example, the Air Force has already identified
Ellsworth as an excellent candidate for an unmanned aerial
vehicle mission, such as the Predator or Global Hawk. In
contract to the other base In the region recommended by the
Pentagon for retention and bed down of the UAV mission,

Ellsworth was one of the five continental U.S. base

suitable for the initial bed down of
mission in 2001. Given the Air
recommendations, 1 submit th
deviated from the Militar

designating Ellsworthsas be retained in the north

central continent tes for a UAV mission.

r Force"s own evaluation of

d down new missions such as command
Iligence, surveillance and reconnaissance,
space operations and tankers. As Senator Thune
men Ellsworth received one of its highest scores for
a tanker mission. It scored substantially higher than that
received by any of the three bases the Department of
Defense recommends to bed tankers.

Importantly, Ellsworth also has been surveyed for
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the bed down of an airborne laser, and its arched hanger,
which you saw this morning, known as the Pride Hanger, 1is
capable of housing two 747 sized aircraft, making it a
prime candidate for that mission.

In closing, allow me to reiterate that Ellsworth

is the only facility in the region considered suita

a Global Hawk UAV mission. It is also ready an
capable of accepting the airborne laser mis n,
base has the flexibility of accepting e ing S

such as C2ISR tanker missions and sp opera ns. 1
submit that the Department of De not adequately
1

considering the merging missi mpatibility of Ellsworth,

engaged in an analysis t sulted In a substantial

deviation from the Mi riteria. The
Secretary”™s recom close Ellsworth Air Force
Base is, ther and should be disapproved.

Commission moves forward, 1 ask that you

s own findings related to the
orth to house both a UAV and airborne
. Those findings reflect what those of us
ith the base already know, and hopefully you®ve
now come to know in your site visit and this hearing today:
It 1s a world-class modern facility well positioned to
handle emerging and unencroached mission operations in the

decades to come, and to help meet our national defense
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needs in an ever-changing strategic environment.

Thank you again for your consideration.

COLONEL MCKEON: Thank you, Representative
Herseth.

Commissioners, we will now move to another area

of concern that can best be addressed by an authorit

the impact of Ellsworth Air Force Base as a vital

of our state and region. Professor Sidney

ere

S,
the South Dakota School of Mines and Te og
Rapid City, will provide you with a specti t might
not be readily understood or app ted in terms of impact
on our state and region.

Doctor Goss.

(Applause.)

DR. GOSS noon, Commissioners. My

name is Sidne s today is to show the impact

of the cl th Air Force Base on our

e BRAC selection criteria is one which

e Commission is to consider the impact of
ommunities in the vicinity of the military
installation. Our community is large, cohesive, and may be
defined in many ways. Some would define our community as
the entire State of South Dakota; others, as the western

half of South Dakota; others, as the 100 mile trade area
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with 144,000 population; others, as the 200 mile trade area
with 459,000 persons; and still others as the Black Hills
region. We live in an area where people think nothing of
driving over a hundred miles each way to shop. All of
these definitions of community are valid.

For purposes of comparison, 1711 also refegr

the federally defined United States Census Bureau
called the Rapid City Metropolitan Statisti
Rapid City MSA. This includes the popu
Pennington and Meade Counties. Coin
Alr Force Base sits on the count e the county who 1is
making up this statistical a <. The rounding area by
any definition supplies an s icient population to
support guard or resekrve
As a sta So ota i1s rural. Our entire

state”s popul jus 1,000 people. That"s roughly

the size ty. In fact, Indianapolis, Indiana,
ida, have roughly the same populations
e of South Dakota. This satellite
e shows the rurality of South Dakota quite
upper Midwest area without many lights, that"s
South Dakota.

(Laughter.)

DR. GOSS: On your way here -- and they like it

that way. On your way here, you drove through the town of
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Box Elder, South Dakota. Its population is about 3,000.
Rapid City, where you are now seated, has a population of
about 60,000, and the Rapid City MSA or the combined two
counties® population is 160,000 people.

Ellsworth contains nearly 4,500 military

personnel with 5,600 dependents. It also employs o

thousand civilian employees not counting their
for a total of over 11,000 persons. Ellswo
1,700 indirect jobs without counting thei
we quickly find employment for 1,000 iduals -
ent - we"ll lose

a major feat in an area with low

an estimated 10,000 people. conseryvative number of

10,000 represents 9 perc tha tropolitan

statistical area, th opulation base. Ten
thousand persons t in the Minneapolis MSA

er MSA, 0.4 percent; in the

an area experiencing net

er the past censal decade, our metro area
persons due to net out-migration. In other

r 1,300 more persons moved out than into this
area between 1990 and 2000, the last censal decade. That"s
roughly 130 persons a year net migration loss for our
metropolitan area.

We understand that the Department of Defense
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wishes to move quickly. [If our metropolitan area of
116,000 people were to lose 10,000 persons in one year,
this would be the equivalent of 76 years of out-migration
for this area hitting us all at once. This impact is
significant.

Our community has experienced moderate groy

because births outnumber deaths, giving us toda
population. A decrease of 10,000 persons w
our population back to 106,000, the lev
year regression.

Economically, Ellsworth es s $278 million

annually in our economy. Thi gure, in South
Dakota terms, and repres

the total annual gro

y put, Ellsworth Air Force Base
largest employer. The state®s
350 miles east of here. 1 don"t
ate its economic -- oh, we"re getting a
I don*"t know how to state its economic impact
more clearly. Ellsworth Air Force Base is South Dakota“®s
second largest employer.

Now, please allow me to be more specific about

the integration of Ellsworth personnel and our community,
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state, and region. First, schools. Ellsworth is served by
area public schools; most notably, the Douglas School
system. Douglas K-12 School contains 2,500 students, half
of whom are Ellsworth dependents. This school is the 10th
largest school in South Dakota. Out of South Dakota®"s 165

school districts, the Douglas system is larger than of

them. It is larger than the 25 smallest school_s
combined. A reduction of half this total, T thi
is equivalent to the closing of 16 of o te re

school districts.

University and technica 00 fferings are

poplar at Ellsworth. We com opulations with
military personnel and d reate a college
student nucleus larg port our offerings. A
ed personnel will seriously

rtunities of those of us

e local United Way indicates that
cies rely heavily upon Ellsworth and its

any ways. While there are too many examples

community projects, 300 Ellsworth personnel worked on over
54 projects In this community. That"s a one-day effort.
Their volunteerism is an integral part of our community.

Medicine. The Rapid City Regional Hospital
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provides most of the inpatient healthcare needs of
Ellsworth personnel and dependents. Twelve percent of the
babies born there are to Ellsworth personnel and
dependents. During the past five years, this hospital
served 27,000 military personnel, dependent or retiree
cases, generating $50 million in gross charges over

five-year time frame.

Culture. Our arts community, our
theaters, our sports teams all receive
from the Ellsworth community. Our c
offer such life-enriching experi w be diminished
with the loss of Ellsworth Ak ce B .

Our places of w

are by and contributed
to significantly by nnel and dependents.
Our secu I"m not talking here
about the natk but instead our volunteer fTire

fighters, ,search and ‘rescue teams, or police reserves. For

and rescue teams called recently for

assi d a lost Alzheimer®s patient, over 50 of
sea were Ellsworth personnel. As a part of the
mut fire departments, the Ellsworth Air Force Base

Fire Department responds regularly to fires throughout the
area.
The law enforcement divisions of Ellsworth are

true partners with the local sheriff and police
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departments. In the Pennington County Sheriff"s Department
alone, 50 current employees are former Ellsworth Air Force
Base personnel or spouses, comprising 19 percent of the
staff. In fact, 12 of the 18, 12 of the 28 members of the
Box Elder Volunteer Fire Department are Ellsworth Air Force
Base personnel.

Retirees. Our community is enriched b

economic and cultural well being. icult to
get an exact count, we know that of over 2,700
retirees use medical faciliti The number
of retirees in our commu far exceeds this
figure.

Ellsworth Air Force Base
community has by us, but by independent
agencies i ions as among the top in lifestyle.

Morga h Dakota in the top 10 of the most
liva America. Expansion Magazine ranks us

ng 6 ary communities in the top quarter, ranking
numb in schools, and high in numerous other
categories. In short, the military personnel enjoy living

here as much as we enjoy having them here.
Commissioners, Ellsworth Air Force Base is a

significant part of our community, and we are a significant
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part of theirs. We know that your decision must be based
primarily on military value factors. We also know that
your criteria include the impact on existing communities in
the vicinity of the military installation. Congress

included this provision for a reason. Commissioners, the

impact of the closure of Ellsworth Air Force Base on
community, state, and region will be significan
lasting.
Thank you.
(Applause.)

COLONEL MCKEON: Thank

As you have heard f e mony provided, we

have pronounced differen th the Secretary®s

recommendations and offe at Ellsworth Air Force
Base should not b ther, it should be retained
for basing th re gned B-1 squadron, and that

you designate it as strategic base of presence iIn the

north r assignment of the emerging mission
now the unmanned aerial vehicle.

er, we recommend you consider Ellsworth for
the i of tanker missions, which being realigned from

the region or retained for basing of the C2ISR or space
missions, in which it ranks 5th and 10th respectively in
MCI1 scoring.

The basis of our recommendations are, Ffirst, the

63



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

64

Air Force recommendation to consolidate all B-1 aircraft at
one base with one runway violates Air Force Principle #7,
as contained in Department of the Air Force Analysis and
Recommendations BRAC 2005, Volume V, part 1 of 2, Air Force
Basing Considerations 1.7.1.7, "Insure long range strike
bases provide flexible strategic response and stra
force protection.”

Number two, in contrast, the Air F

recommended the consolidation of any ot

principle.

Three, Air Force offici av estified to the

Commission that Ellsworth®s r mission

However, the metric o
not consider the e training available on the
range or the i ime required to accomplish
irements.

identical .mission re

orth Powder River MOA is seven to
Ellsworth®s runway, and it has a ground
unlimited ceiling operation area, and allows
mission to be flown in a duration of 3.8 hours
verses the same mission flown at the proposed consolidation
base, which has less vertical space and requires an
additional 0.7 hours of flight time. The result will be

less quality training at an estimated additional $14,000
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dollars per mission.

Five, as the aircraft assigned to Ellsworth
constituted 82 percent, or 686 of 832 of the missions flown
in the Powder River MOA in the past year, and the Air Force
has stated its intent to maintain the Powder River MOA,

either i1t will continue to be used as the primary B

or be grossly underutilized. |If the B-1B mission
consolidated base use the range in the futu
cost per mission is estimated at $100,0
$68.6 million annual cost, or a $1.3
billion cost over the next 20 ye
Six, the Air Force- mmen ion to assign the
unmanned aerial vehicle to trategic base of

presence in the northsce other than Ellsworth Air

Force Base is iInc the findings of the

environmental Global Hawk main operating

base bed s det ined by the March 2001, Air Combat

our Ellsworth Air Force Base is the

onl region suited for the mission.
, the Air Force recommendation to realign
tan ets to bases ranked lower than Ellsworth®s fifth

position in tanker MCI scoring is inconsistent with the
Military Value Criteria #1, current and future mission
capability.

Number eight, an analysis of the Air Force MCI
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rating of the three bases positioned to be retained as a
strategic base of presence in the north central U.S., rated
Ellsworth first in six of eight categories: bomber,
aircraft, tanker, fighter, C2ISR, and space. Each of the
other bases only ranked first in one category each, and
point of fact, Ellsworth ranked no lower than secong the
other two categories. Accordingly, the recommenda

close Ellsworth Air Force Base is inconsist

Military Value Criteria #1, as it relat

capability.

Before our Governor, Mi un closes our

testimony, I would like to r he salient points with

which General Mike Loh o imony.
First, the antially deviated from
Criteria #1 in re e consolidation of
Ellsworth®s c
at a base i ns a lesser operation readiness rate,
there ining, readiness, and war Ffighting.

he Air Force substantially deviated from

in that the recommended closure of Ellsworth

the use of immediately adjacent airspace, Powder River MOA,
to a base at least two hours flight time away; thereby,
either iIncreasing operational costs or reducing mission

effectiveness.
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Third, the Air Force substantially deviated from
Criteria #3, in that the reduced use of the Powder River
MOA will either increase the cost of operations per mission
flown from out of the area, or cause i1t to be abandoned for
use by future total force requirements.

Fourth, the Air Force substantially deviate

Criteria #4, in that the cost to operate the en
fleet will exceed the cost of maintaining t
of which has the capacity to accept fut
downs.

Fifth, the Ailr Force su
Criteria #6, in that of the
central U.S. considered e st gic presence

retention, the recom of Ellsworth will

d base for realigning tanker
future forced missions, such
icles, C2ISR, or emerging missions
aser.

Air Force substantially deviated from

in that of the three bases iIn the north

the recommended closure of Ellsworth will more severely
impact the existing community and its vicinity than the one
being recommended for retention for an emerging mission.

And seven, the Air Force substantially deviated
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from Criteria #7, in that the recommended closure of
Ellsworth will relocate the B-1B assets to a base that has
lesser current plant replacement value, and will have a
lesser infrastructure and overall capacity even after the
proposed facility projects identified for construction are
completed.

Commissioners, as we conclude our testim

before you, I would like to present to you

Governors who has flown the B-1 bomber

National Guard as any Govern
Commissioners,

Dakota.

airman Skinner, Commissioner
Bilbray, i ner Coyle, First let me say thank you
time to come out to South Dakota and
We all appreciate your hard work and the
that you are making to thoroughly understand
e Department®s recommendations, and the nation®s
response to them. The time you have spent visiting
Ellsworth and listening to us is very, very much
appreciated.

As Governor, it has been my privilege to meet the
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men and women who Ffly the B-1 and provide all the support
that keeps these bombers in top condition to defend our
country. I know firsthand how professional and
conscientious they are. There aren®t enough words in the
dictionary to describe how proud we are of them and the

work they do for us. We are grateful to have them

and working here in South Dakota. We appreciat
than you can imagine.

With this morning®"s base visit
presented to you this afternoon, 1 b
information that you need to con
and the Secretary of Defense i eviated from
the Military Value Criter o recommend a base
for closure. Intern aluations clearly show
has the infrastructure and

that Ellsworth Ai

other qualiti the only B-1 base, but the

argument not one base verses another. The bottom

line defense of our people, America needs

the an one base so the B-1 is not vulnerable
a si tack or a natural disaster.

Applause.)

GOVERNOR ROUNDS: The B-1 dropped over 40 percent
of the munitions iIn Afghanistan, and 30 percent of the
munitions in the initial push in lraq. The B-1"s vital

mission of defending and protecting Americans should not be
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placed in jeopardy by deploying it on only one base that
has only one useable runway for this bomber. America needs
two bases and two runways.

We also need more than one base and more than one
useable runway so that natural disasters, storms, weather,

and other things that temporarily close a base don"t

a delay in our B-1s responding to a call for immed
action.

Hickam Field and battleship ro

which allowed the enemy to s
proposed consolidation o
brings into question essment process that
for redundancy iIn protecting
this country. iples of redundancy have not

been followe ion and other nations have suffered

terri please don"t allow this principle to

be a oking through the factors that led to the
ommendati to put all the B-1s at one base, why wasn"t
the ance of redundancy a factor? How many points

would Ellsworth and other bases have gained if the
importance of redundancy for this and other vital weapon
systems had been recognized and found in the scoring

system?
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Gentlemen, 1 am not a military planner, but if
you ask a veteran of Pearl Harbor, if you asked a commander
in the Korean War, or if you asked a helicopter pilot who
flew In Vietnam, or if you asked any of our soldiers from
the Gulf and Iragi Wars - and believe me they"re, they are

here today with us - or if you asked the moms and

of those soldiers - and they“re here with us toda
don®"t think any one of them would tell you
idea to put all our bombers in one loca

(Applause.)

GOVERNOR ROUNDS: Gentl Air Force also

erred when it testified on M h th EMsworth could

not handle all the B-1B fact, Ellsworth has

the space to house 7 t. The Air Force also

underestimated th e footage of the available

ramp space by

men, not asking for Ellsworth to be
e believe that America needs two
or the B-1 to successfully accomplish its
though the Defense Department wants to close
the Air Force, we believe, will still want to
continue the use of its ground and airspace presence in an
estimated 320,000 square miles of the upper great plains.
From north of us in Montana all the way south of us into

Nebraska, this ailrspace is some of the most open and
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uncluttered airspace in the United States, and it"s only
seven or eight minutes flight time from Ellsworth. 1 had
the opportunity to be there.

In your difficult deliberations, you are
evaluating sites for both current and future missions.
Many future missions will included joint active resg
component operations, as expressed by the Air For
May 17th testimony. 1 believe the people o
can provide the personnel needed for a
me, a blended wing of B-1 aircraft,
personnel for any other future mi The South Dakota
Army National Guard is at 96 ts authorized
strength, and has a rete rate 87 percent. The

South Dakota Air Nati at 102 percent of its

95 percent retention rate.
five In comparison to the
rritories In recruiting, retention,
ents. We want to participate in
rve operations.

mmary, the Department of Defense®s

defense mission into a vulnerable position where all the
B-1s could be destroyed by a single attack or a natural
disaster, or they could be delayed in responding by

something as simple as bad weather.

72



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

The recommendation also ignores the capacity of
both bases to continue the B-1 mission and to perform
additional future missions. The Defense Department also
ignores the desires of people in this region to serve in
joint active reserve missions.

I strongly recommend that you reject the

recommendation to close Ellsworth. | hope --

(Applause.)
GOVERNOR ROUNDS: 1 hope that
current B-1s to provide redundancy i ur tot

mission. |1 would also ask that on er adding new

missions at Ellsworth to ful ilize the base"s
underreported capacity.

Gentlemen, 0 t. This Defense
Department recomm i lose Ellsworth is a mistake.

od people who are trying their

best to do.a 1 ut now, as part of this process,

you h ity to correct it. For the defense
and the people of America, we hope that this
C Co n will correct this mistake.

said earlier that we welcomed you to South
Dakota. We know the type of a battle, the type of a
challenge that we have in asking changes to be made, and we
understand as some people said, it"s an uphill challenge.

We"re looking at a mountain in front of us to climb, but in
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this state, mountains don"t scare us. This Is a state
where people look at a mountain and they carve it, and not
just a little bit, but the whole thing.

(Applause.)

GOVERNOR ROUNDS: 1°d like to add just one more
thing. As the Commander in Chief of South Dakota®s

and Air National Guards, 1 am grateful for the

reliability and effectiveness in killing th nem
0

pushing the enemy back to minimize the to bat
that our South Dakota soldiers have ounter rseas.
Our B-1s should not be put In a ra position that

might allow all of them to b roye r delayed in

responding to protect our iers the ground.
(Applause.)
GOVERNOR tlemen, if that happens, we
are less prot me, and so, too, are the
soldiers e sen m our hometowns to fight our

enemi

Applause.)

OLONEL MCKEON: Chairman Skinner, Commissioner
Bilbray, and Commissioner Coyle, as we prepared for this
hearing, we came to realize that it would be both complex
and lengthy. The delayed release of information hampered

us In preparing a more concise argument, and for that we
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apologize. We would have liked to have more time to do so,
but we realize that you are on an accelerated schedule, and
we believed it was best for you to visit Ellsworth Air
Force Base and to be with us here in Rapid City. We deeply
appreciate the courtesies you"ve extended to us, the

endurance you have exhibited, and your acceptance of

monumental task placed before you. We will obvio

contact with your staff members in the comi wee

are able to analyze the additional data m

arguments available to you as needed We" ke 0 ailable
to you at any time, should you h Yy estions. Feel
free to contact the Ellswort Force.or any of our

elected officials. Agai nk yo or your service to

our country.

This con esentation, but since this

is a regional esentative, Mr. Rip Hawkins,
from the Wyoming, representing the county
ow make his presentation. But General
don®"t believe he was sworn in with the
, just for your technical references, and then
nd we"ll stand for questions after his
presentation.

Thank you very much.

MR. HAWKINS: Mr. Chairman and the Commissioners,

I certainly didn"t save the best for last. 171l say that
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part.

(Witness sworn by Mr. Daniel Cowhig, Deputy

General Counsel.)

MR. HAWKINS: 1 did this earlier when you did the
other ones. | was in the back, so now you®"ve sworn me
twice. [I"m getting all kinds of instructions up heg

Thank you for allowing me to appear an

you on behalf of the citizens of Crook Coun
the northeast corner of the state of Wy
not only South Dakota, but Montana, interest
over here including the Air Forc also the Super

Kmart which is over in --

There are two m once The first is a

question of continui T abandoned nuclear
radio, radar stati Tt Sundance, Wyoming. At the
present time, Ellsworth as a base for their

operation and we just want to make sure that they have a

conti erations to do their test for

radi ial in our area.

he“second concern is for the veterans in our
coun continue to use the facility for various
services, and in a number of cases, a lack of access to
that facility such as Ellsworth will cause them some

hardship, Ffinancial hardship. We just want to make sure

that this issue is considered In the decision making
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process either to close or not to close the base.

On a personal note, 1°d like to say that as I
grew up in Tennessee iIn the 50s and 60s and 40s, and iIn the
Cold War, Ellsworth Air Force Base was my homeland
security, if you want to know the truth, even that far

south. Sometimes in our government"s effort to make

financial expedient decisions, we lose sight of_soO
what is symbolic to our nation.

Oliver Wendell Holmes wrote a
n old

called Old Ilronsides. He did so iIn er

wooden revolution area ship that ol d the strength of

the nation at the time. 1°d to ¢ e you about the

first verse of that. It ar her tattered
ensign down! Long h high, and many an eye
has danced to see in the sky."” | think

Ellsworth its hat our nation stands for in

its abili respond, and I myself personally, and I

think le here in South Dakota, would like
still flying at Ellsworth.
you.

Applause.)

COLONEL MCKEON: Commissioners, we now stand
ready to answer any questions that you might have.

CHAIRMAN SKINNER: Thank you, Colonel McKeon, for

organizing this outstanding presentation, and by not only

7
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from the people of South Dakota, but also from Wyoming.

I have a couple of questions. We obviously have
spent the day discussing a number of issues you brought up,
so we won"t be asking all the questions that we might have,
because many of them we had answered this morning, or at

least we understand the question and we may not have

answers yet, and our staff will be dedicated to
into it.

I have one question and maybe
and I guess I°1l1 go to you, General
Colonel McKeon or Colonel McElgu it as well. 1
wonder if you could, you all vera ou referred to
operational readiness sc nd contrast between the

operational readinessssc they are and the

differentiation b scores that have been

achieved by E ared to other bomber bases,

and 1 won you uld elaborate on that a little more.

That we discussed this morning.

CKEON: Colonel McElgunn will answer

OLONEL MCELGUNN: Chairman Skinner, in the
comparison, which we really prefer not to be involved in,
in our operational readiness rates, we have been told by
base people for many years that based on the focus of the

mission at Ellsworth, particularly the B-1, that they can

78



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

maintain a higher mission capable rate than they can at a
dual mission base where they"re being located.

CHAIRMAN SKINNER: Let me rephrase the question
so you"ll feel more comfortable.

Is it fair to say that the Air Force maintains on

a regular basis operational readiness scores for al

units and keeps those in a central depository,
available to the staff if they were asked,
passing it to your former boss there.
Go ahead, General Wolfe.
GENERAL WOLFE: 1 would

the simple

answer iIs yes, whether it"s nance area for

hat should be available. Some

NER: Well, maybe, Colonel McElgunn,

bet of you, you can put on a piece of paper

us t stuff that®"s not classified; just the type,
wha ame 1s, not what the actual ratings are, what the
names are. | think that would be interesting because 1

assumed as part of that, time to mission and deployment to
mission would be a key criteria of that, so 1°d like to see

that.
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MR. MCELGUNN: We®d be happy to get that to you.

CHAIRMAN SKINNER: 1"m not surprised that
Ellsworth is very high, but I1*d like to see it as it
compares to everybody else.

Commissioner Bilbray.

COMMISSIONER BILBRAY: Thank you, Mr. Chai

First of all, | feel like Mo Udall, th

a number of years ago. He i
his wife, and I"1l remem I would like to say,
though --

(Applaus

COMM E I1LB : 1*d like, one other

comment 1%d like to ke "to our presider here, please call

r.)
MAN SKINNER: Congressman Coyle.
OMMISSIONER COYLE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
I have a couple questions, and let me say also
how much we appreciate all the effort you“ve put into our
visit this morning at the base and here for this hearing.

We know It"s not easy to organize such an effort.
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I"m not sure who should take this question.
Anybody who wants. It"s been mentioned that Ellsworth has
close access to its training range, the Powder River
military operational area, seven or eight minutes, and we
understand why that"s important. Could somebody say
something more about why it"s important to have suc ess
for a low level training?

GENERAL WOLFE: 1Is the essence of

that we do so much of our bombing now a

COMMISSIONER COYLE: As 1 u rs

the B-1 mission is to do work at le as well as at

high levels, and if you don* acc r low level

training, that"s a disad s hoping that

somebody could explai level training is

important itself.

GENE L uld be glad to do that.

Training high altrtude, bombing at high altitude is

than when they"re operating at low
nt kind of returns, different kinds of
the crew, the importance of terrain
and that kind of thing that is not a factor at
high altitude. To have access to ranges close by that let
you descend and go low Is important.
One of the nice things | think about the Powder

River MOA is that it"s close by. They can get in. They
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can go low and they can really do that without having to
air refuel, for example, on every mission. It used to be
that you had to, i1If you were of much greater distance from
your military operating area or your low level route, or
because you needed more air refueling training, you would

have to refuel with tankers on each mission. They g

if 1 haven™t gotten to the essence of your
COMMISSIONER COYLE: And would
Ellsworth"s access to, close access
is a unique asset?
GENERAL WOLFE: Nat i ouldn®t
necessarily be unique, b inly an important
positive asset for EIl
COMMISSI Is there another B-1 base
that has clos w level training.

there is not. Thank you for

Mr. Coyle, you"re leading the

Laughter.)

COMMISSIONER COYLE: Maybe just one more
question. When we were out visiting the base, we asked
what the base operating support costs were and we were told

that when you add up, you know, things like keeping the

82



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

lights on and the heat on and maintenance on the base and
those sorts of things, it"s something like $20 million a
year; that"s not counting amortizing, military
construction, which we understand is nice when you get it,
and some years you don"t. But the Department of Defense

says that the annual recurring savings from closing

Ellsworth Air Force Base is $161.3 million. Could
explain to me how you can save more than yo
(Laughter and applause.)
COLONEL MCELGUNN: I cannot n terms
of my personal finances. 1 thin lainable iIn terms
of the macro that they try a
that their costs that in

costs that would be i

ity, they are very innovative in terms
done over the years. They have reduced
Personnel costs are fairly constant,
in terms of maintaining a physical plant.

One of the interesting other contrasts, as | sat
in the room with you on the 17th of May, the issue came up
of the number of people that are being left in the guard

and reserve units without aircraft was that they needed the
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people for deployment. They cited specifically that in the
peak of the Afghan/lraq operations, they were operating 34
locations overseas. They"re down to about a dozen or so
now .

I think you have to look at the BOS issue in
terms of the perspective of total force requiremen r

time, under the assumption that you may have anot

crises, it may be a two theater crises, and
to have the people. So to discount it of
save a significant amount of money b
only do you give up the facility 1"ve been to a
lot that closed; none never ope nd the people
are then casted off and e no ailable to you in the

next round. | think e "s estimate, as | recall,

their description e force structure by 30,000

people as a r fort. | may be off a little

bit there, but that- robably where you see the
differentia etween the 20 and higher number for
BOS.

OLONEL MCKEON: For the executive summary, 1
wou that we, too, are confused with some of the

numbers, and we will analyze those over the next few weeks
and provide you additional detail on some of the other
things we find disparities with.

COMMISSIONER COYLE: As I understand it, the Air
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Force is not proposing to cut the B-1 fleet in half
nationwide, nor have they proposed to reduce personnel and
strength numbers nationwide, so If we"re going to have the
same number of B-1s no matter where they“re operated, It"s
going to take pilots and maintainers and facilities to
support them; is that your understanding?

COLONEL MCELGUNN: Yes, sir, that®s a

statement. In the BOS arena, though, 1 thi
looking at is just if you took, let"s s
people to operate an installation an
installation and you moved the mi is Is another
2,000 people that are evacua com e portion of

y only need to move

at they have would claim
of 500 to be able to do

Can the new place do
have the physical plant to do it?
st to get it done? Do you have the
the other things you need to obtain. But
look at the number - and we will go back and
at for you - in terms of what we understand in
Ellsworth, is that part of their savings iIs a reduction of
the BOS personnel support cost.

COMMISSIONER COYLE: Thank you.

CHAIRMAN SKINNER: Well, seeing no other
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questions, let me again thank the people that have helped
us prepare for this hearing, which Is soon to come to a
close. 1 want to thank all the witnesses for testifying
today. We had the opportunity to spend all day with your
governor and your only representative and your two

senators, and Mayor, 1 was going to ask a question: t

voice on the video, was that your voice on the

MAYOR SHAW: Yes, It is.
CHAIRMAN SKINNER: Well, 1 mus
friend of mine is Jim Manson. 1t so ed ki SO you

have a great career coming up if t reelected as

mayor .

CHAIRMAN SK1 all brought us a very,
very thoughtful i You®ll have the ability to
continue to p staff. The BRAC staff here
is a very competent aff. Many of them have a lot of

so | want everybody to know that the
h is in very good hands from an
Judgment basis because we have a lot of
on our staff that we"re able to recruit from the
past, and we"re going to rely on them very heavily, so keep
that ongoing dialogue coming.

I also want to thank the citizens who came out.

I"m glad it didn"t rain quite as hard. You obviously have
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a very special spirit here.

On a personal note, 1 want to point out that 1
learned first of this support and spirit firsthand a number
of years ago when 1 developed a close, personal
relationship with former Congressional Medal of Honor
winner and former Governor, and the first commander e

Air National Guard, Joe Foss.

(Applause.)

CHAIRMAN SKINNER: I think he®
all of you today. It is clear from
the spirit, the dedication to ou
demonstrated by Joe in World
demonstrated today.

COLONEL MCK
rise for the depa

(Pro
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